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Statement of U.S. Senator Max Baucus
Senate Foreign Relations CommitteeVotes 13-5to Lift Cuba Travel Ban

"We've reached yet another milestone today in our fight to lift the Cubatravel ban. | am
pleased by today's Foreign Relations Committee passage of S. 950, a bill to end the Cuba travel
ban, by an overwhelming vote of 13-5. When Senator Enzi, Senator Dorgan and | introduced
this legidation earlier this year, we knew we would have a good response. But we had no idea
the response and support would be this overwhelming.

Just two weeks ago, fifty- nine Senators voted for an amendment to stop enforcement of
thetravel ban. That same amendment passed the House, and we fully expect it will be included
in the final conference report and sent to the President's desk.

Now that the Foreign Relations Committee has expressed its support for ending the travel
ban to Cuba, | will push hard for floor consideration. The Senate has clearly spoken on thisissue
—as hasthe House. It istimeto use common sense and end apolicy that intrudes on the rights of
U.S. citizens and weakens the prospect for democratic reform in Cuba.”
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