



































Ritchie: Could they still smoke in the Senate chamber then, or was that
forbidden.

Little: I don't think there was smoking in any chamber.
Ritchie: Did you go up to the Senate Library at all?
Little: I don't remember the Senate Library.

Ritchie: I've heard that the pages sometimes played pranks on each other. Do
you remember any incidents like that?

Little: Oh, we did that all along. It didn't amount to anything.
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Ritchie: The pages will sometimes send a new page to find a "bill stretcher," and
things like that. Do you remember anything like that in particular?

Little: The page's room was just a little space with a table where we ate. After I
left they gave them a bigger room, down on the ground floor.

Ritchie: Was Senator Nelson Aldrich there when you were a page?
Little: Yes, where was he from, New York?

Ritchie: Rhode Island. Do you remember much about him. He was a pretty big
man at that time.

Little: No, not much. He was about your size.

Ritchie: Did you have any opportunities to go back to the Senate after you had
served as a page?

Little: Not in an official capacity. The congressman from my district, Bill
Whitehurst, I gave him the first fifty dollars for Congress, and the son-of-a-gun
won't ever come over here to see me. I know he knows me.

Ritchie: Well, I've enjoyed hearing your stories. We still have the pages in the
Senate today, and they still do many of the things you described.
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Little: Yes, and making three times as much as I got!

Ritchie: They now have a page school, though.
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Little: Yes, we had to go and shell out money for our education, and I don't know
but what two or three of us might have been responsible for that, because we
tried to get them to have a school there in the Capitol. But they wouldn't
appropriate the money.

Ritchie: You mentioned before Mr. Loeffler. . ..

Little: Yes, Carl Loeffler.

Ritchie: What type of a fellow was he?

Little: Very strict, very kind.

Ritchie: He eventually became the Secretary of the Senate.

Little: Yes, I understand. Is he alive?

Ritchie: No.

Little: Sumner was the other chief page.

Ritchie: Did you get paid once a month, in cash? Where was the disbursing
office?

Little: Yes; outside of the Senate chamber, it was the treasury.
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Ritchie: Was that outside of the Secretary of the Senate's office?
Little: Probably was.
Ritchie: What did the disbursing office look like?

Little: Well, you went in and there was a high counter that hit you about chest-
high. There was a door in the back leading into the Secretary's office.

Ritchie: So you were a page from 1910. .. ..

Little: 1910 to 1913.

Ritchie: So you left just when the Democrats were taking the majority?
Little: Yes.

Ritchie: Then you went to college and then into the Army.
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Little: You know the funniest thing about that, I came out and I got a jobin a
laboratory as a bacteriological and pathological assessor. When I retired, I got
four years civil service credit, although they didn't take any money out when I
worked for the government. I can live very comfortably in here with what I'm
getting in pensions.

Ritchie: So they gave you credit for the years you were a page?
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Little: Yes, that's what I'm driving at. Gave me credit and everything, and
longevity pay. Then I got credit for being in the Army. I'm sitting pretty, in other
words.

Ritchie: Well, this has been a delightful experience for me. I enjoyed hearing
your stories.

Little: Well, I wish I could tell you more.

Ritchie: Your descriptions are quite good for things that happened over seventy
years ago. One other thing, I was going to ask you what the opening ceremony
was like every day?

Little: Well, they came in, and the first thing was the doorkeepers had to be
recognized. The chair recognizes the doorkeepers. Are the doors closed? The
doors are closed. Then he turns to the chaplain and they had a little prayer. Then
they dismissed the doorkeepers. All of them wouldn't come in from all of the
sides, but only the two in the main door. Then he'll announce that at the main
door some members of the House of Representatives would like to be admitted,
that they were eligible. They'd come in and go about their business, not until after
he raps on the gavel. He says, "The Senate of the United States is in session. The
clerk says, "The vice president will preside," or in place of the vice president, a
senator was called by name, and where he was from. Then the presiding officer--
this is in general--will say "The second session, 61st Congress is now in session."
This is mixed up in my mind. Then
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they would read the minutes, if I'm not mistaken, that's the way it was. I doubt if
it's changed much. As we boys used to say, I could sail that in my sleep.

Ritchie: You heard it so many times.
Little: I used to get up there--and I wasn't the only one--and open up the Senate.

Ritchie: You would have a little mock session with the pages?
United States Senate Historical Office -- Oral History Project
WWwWw.senate.gov



Little: Yes. The sergeant-at-arms or anyone else that came in wouldn't stop us.
They didn't say anything, or else they said, "Go ahead, go ahead."”

Ritchie: Did you have to keep the snuff boxes filled up?

Little: I was chief filler-upper of snuff boxes.

Ritchie: Did anybody use them?

Little: Darn tootin, a lot of them.

Ritchie: They did!

Little: They'd bring visitors and give them a little bit, tell the ladies to put it on
the back of their hand and sniff. That's what made us work to keep those snuff
boxes filled.

Ritchie: Because of the visitors. Did the senators use them?
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Little: I don't remember. I think one or two of them used them, or used them in
fun anyhow. Used them and sneezed. I know one time they were missing, and
they had us all lined up and we searched all over the place, in the senators' desks.
They found them somewhere.

Ritchie: Were the senators carving their names in the desk drawers in those
days?

Little: I've heard they have. Now, with those augers, I nearly got fired. Putting
that auger through those papers with a table as a solid back, I scratched one of
the desks one day. They gave me the devil, and I thought I was going to get fired.
But I didn't. After that I made sure that I put it down on the floor. They cut out
the liquor. They used to have two decanters of whiskey on each side in a recess.
But the Temperance people made them stop.

Ritchie: You kept them full all the time?
Little: We didn't, the custodian did.
Ritchie: Where were these recesses?

Little: If I remember correctly, in a recess right around behind where the chief
page of the sergeant-at-arms sits.

Ritchie: They had decanters of whiskey in the chamber?
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Little: In the chamber; on the Democratic side and the Republican side.
Ritchie: And the senators would just pour themselves a drink in the chamber?
Little: If they wanted to, yes.

Ritchie: There were glasses out there as well?

Little: I never saw one do it, I won't say I have because I didn't.

Ritchie: But there were plenty of other places in the Capitol where you could get
a drink.

Little: Oh, yeah. Shucks, I've seen those senators and congressmen so piss-assed
drunk they have to have somebody to help them.

Ritchie: Were there certain places where they tended to go for drinks?
Little: I don't know, but there was more then their own offices.

Ritchie: But you said you had to be discreet whenever you saw anything like
that.

Little: Yes.
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Ritchie: They had a relatively small police force back then. I guess there wasn't
much security.

Little: That's always been a question. Why haven't they blown the Capitol up
yet? When I was there a girl went into the ladies toilet and set off a bomb.

Ritchie: I didn't know that.

Little: You look it up. There was a hallway off the Rotunda on the Senate side,
going around to the back, and there was a woman's toilet down there. The
funniest thing was they caught her.

Ritchie: They did? How did they catch her?

Little: I don't know, they caught her outside the building somewhere.

Ritchie: Do you remember about when that was?
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Little: I'm not sure. I think it was either in the last year that I was there, or right
afterwards. It was a young girl, something she got mad about. Oh, yes, there was
also--I don't remember what time--but somebody tried to blow up some of the
statues in Statuary Hall. You look that up, and if you find out, let me know. I
know that what I say is true. I think it was over there near the place where the
underground tube comes from the Library. It was on that side.
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Ritchie: Do you have any idea why they tried to blow up some statues?

Little: Some guy was mad at Congress, didn't get a bill passed. I just happened
to think of it.

Ritchie: I knew about a bomb years later, 1915, in the Senate Reception Room,
but I'll have to check these others out.

Little: I'm trying to think of anything else that happened. I do remember, I don't
know when it was, they didn't have any safeties on the elevators and a woman got
caught in the doors, and they had a hell of a time getting her out. She got caught
in the senators' elevator. If I'm not mistaken, an engineer by the name of Gay,
who was from out West, he went and drew up plans for the automatic controls.
They didn't have that long.

Ritchie: They had operators, didn't they?

Little: They had operators. I don't know if they had operators at the time of the
accident, but they did put on operators until they got this worked out by Mr. Gay.

Ritchie: What exactly was the accident?

Little: The elevator doors were opened. Somebody pushed the lever and it
caught her. She was caught in the door and elevator both.
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Ritchie: Was she all right?
Little: I think she was injured slightly.

Ritchie: A lot of the doorkeepers and Capitol Police at that time were Civil War
veterans, and Senator Bacon and Senator DuPont had fought in the war, on
opposite sides. Did they talk about their experiences?

Little: No, I never heard it. Now, I'll tell you, this is kind of vague, but I think
before I came to the Senate a couple of senators got into an argument, and one of
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them was a Republican. He came over and took his hunting knife and scratched
the other senator's desk right across.

Ritchie: In the chamber! You don't remember who was involved?

Little: I don't know. I think a Republican came after a Democrat. But I believe it
was before 1910. I remember that repairs at that time were prevalent. I think it
was the third or fourth desk from the aisle, in about the second or third aisle over.

You look that up, I'd like to find out if I'm wrong or right.

Ritchie: I know that "Pitchfork Ben" Tillman got into a fight with Senator
McLaurin of South Carolina.

Little: I remember reading about that. That was in the early 1900s.
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Ritchie: Ben Tillman was still in the Senate when you came.
Little: I believe so.

Ritchie: Do you recall him at all?

Little: No.

Ritchie: Did you find yourself impressed listening to the senators? Were they
great speakers, or did you find it kind of boring?

Little: I found some of them boring. Probably the most outstanding was the
fellow from Texas, Bailey, big fellow.

Ritchie: How did you find the late night sessions?
Little: Boresome. The trouble with me was that I lived too close. I just lived at-
131 A Street, Southeast, just a half a block off. They made me stay there for night

sessions.

Ritchie: Do you remember if sessions ever went all around the clock until the
next morning?

Little: I remember them running right on through the clock. Then they would let
me go home.

Ritchie: Did you ever see them set back the clock?

Little: Oh, many a time.
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Ritchie: How did it work?

Little: Well, one fellow would be down on the floor in front of it, and another
fellow would go upstairs through the Press Gallery, and he would reach over and
take his finger and set it back.

Ritchie: That was at midnight before the session would end.

Little: Never more than one or two hours at a time, and always backwards.
Ritchie: Would they send a page up to do that?

Little: No, sergeant-at-arms outfit.

Ritchie: Well, you had quite some experiences as a page.

Little: It was fun, nothing exciting. No senators getting into a fight. We boys
would get in more fights than anything. And they treated us so nice. How many
pages are there now?

Ritchie: I don't know, perhaps fifty.

Little: Fifty pages! Shucks, we didn't have but twelve or fifteen. We all sat on
those two or three steps on the rostrum. I'll tell you one thing that I did that I

always worried about. You know the ladder over the dome?

Ritchie: Yes.
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Little: I went from the top to the bottom and back again. If I'd slipped off I
wouldn't be here talking to you. We went up to the top and climbed over the
railing. That ladder ran right along the outside of the dome. The painters use it.
And I'll tell you something else most people don't know: how hollow that dome is.
You go up those backstairs and you can see all the rafters.

Ritchie: You climbed down the dome Just to see what it was like?
Little: Two of us. Boy. I'm glad I didn't slip!
Ritchie: Sounds like the whole experience was an adventure.

Little: I used to go over there before I got to be a big boy, and the senators would
say, "Hi, Frank", "Hello, Frank". Underneath the House--before I became a
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Senate page--we boys used to go down into the trash room down in the basement
and go through all that trash and see what we could find.

Ritchie: What kinds of things would you find?
Little: I've forgotten; junk.

Ritchie: So you had pretty much free run of the Capitol.

page 37

Little: Yes, and after I left there I used to go over to the Senate quite often, walk
right onto the floor. Of course, they weren't in session, but the boys let me go in
and talk to them. "Hi, Frank; Hi, Frank."

Ritchie: I meant to ask you, what did your father do?

Little: My father worked in the Census Bureau as a clerk. He didn't have such a
big job. That's the reason I had to go to work. So I sold newspapers. My mother
saved my money and helped me get an education. I tried to study medicine, but I
didn't make the grades. They gave me credit for what I did do in bacteriology and
chemistry, and put me through the science program. As I say, I'm not rich or
poor, I'm just well fixed.

Ritchie: Tell me, what kind of a city was Washington, DC like in those days?

Little: More white. There was no rule for or against segregation, but we just
didn't have it. They didn't have to walk out in the street or things like that. They
didn't have segregation in streetcars and buses. But the big hotels didn't take
them in, now they do. I got a job down in Norfolk and made good down there.
Member of the Lions Club; I've been president of my Bible class in church; and
I'm an honorary member of the American Legion and the Lions Club.
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Ritchie: Well, I want to thank you very much for letting me come out and talk to
you today.

Little: Well, I want to tell you something, it's made a pleasant afternoon for me.
[End of Interview]
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