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August 12, 2003

The Honorable

John D. Ashcroft

Attomney General of the United States
U.S. Department of Justice

10™ Street and Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Ashcroft:

I write to reiterate my request that you consult with both the minority and majority in
Congress before proposing any possible legislative sequel to the USA PATRIOT Act.

On August 6, 2003, the New York Daily News reported that you plan to launch a 20-state
tour to campaign for the VICTORY Act and characterized this bill as a legislative sequel to the
USA PATRIOT Act. According to this report, the bill would seek expanded surveillance and
seizure authority and will be introduced by Senator Orrin Hatch next month. Your staff and staff for
Senator Hatch, however, have advised me that this news story is inaccurate and that the VICTORY
Act is a bill directed at combating narcotics trafficking, with tougher sentencing, money laundering,
and other provisions, and is not “Patriot IL.”

While I am pleased to hear that the bill you will be discussing does not appear to be the long-
awaited sequel to the Patriot Act, this news story nevertheless underscores the sensitivity of the
American people to granting the federal government expanded surveillance and seizure authority
without adequate congressional review and input.

I have urged you and your staff on a number of occasions during the past year to consult with
Congress before introducing any possible sequel to the Patriot Act. I take this opportunity to
reiterate this request and to urge you to consult with both the majority and minority in Congress in
drafting any possible “Patriot I.” A commitment to democracy and our nation’s system of checks
and balances demands no less. I also request that you advise me of the nature and purpose of your
20-state tour.

Thank you for your attention to this request. Ilook forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Russell D. Femgold
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