
More than 2.8 million women are living with breast cancer in America

today, one million of whom have yet to be diagnosed.  Today, breast cancer is

still the number one killer of women between the ages of 35 and 50.  And

the disease claims another woman’s life every 12 minutes in the United States.

Because of these alarming figures, I decided to do something to help

raise research funds for this deadly disease.  On August 13, 1997, President

Clinton signed the legislation into law that I authored in the U.S. Senate to

create a breast cancer research stamp for the first time in American history.

In August 1998, this effort became a reality as the U.S. Postal Service

began the sale of the special 40 cent breast cancer research stamp and in

November 2001 Congress increased the cost of the stamp to 45 cents.  The

additional 8 cents raised from the sale of each stamp is directed to important

breast cancer research programs.

It is important to note that this stamp will not replace the regular priced

first class stamp, but will simply give buyers the option to purchase a new

stamp to raise funds to fight a cancer that impacts the lives of one out of

every nine American women.  The following pages contain more information

about the breast cancer research stamp.

Dianne Feinstein





“Today, thanks to breakthroughs in cancer research,
more and more people are becoming cancer survivors rather
than cancer victims.  According to the American Association
for Cancer Research, 8 million people are alive today as a
result of cancer research.  Every dollar we can raise through
these stamps to fight breast cancer will help save lives.”

Senator Dianne Feinstein




