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Graham Returns to High School Teaching 

On Workday No. 400

MIAMI, Florida (September 17, 2004) – Three decades after he took his first job alongside a typical Floridian, U.S. Senator Bob Graham today donned a school shirt and taught civics classes at Carol City High School, returning to the site of his first Workday for his 400th. 


Graham, then a young state legislator, did his first Workday in 1974, teaching a full semester of civics.  During his first campaign for governor, in 1977, he completed 100 Workdays, laboring side-by-side with Floridians from Pensacola to Key West to learn about their careers and their concerns.  He made Workdays a regular part of his public service career, and during his presidential campaign in 2003, Graham also did Workdays in Iowa and New Hampshire. [Complete list of Workdays attached.]

Recalling his first teaching stint, Graham said, “Those 18 weeks at Carol City were some of the best weeks of my life, truly transformational. I gained new insights into the challenges faced by students, teachers, administrators and parents.  The most important thing I learned was the difference of learning by lecture and learning by actually doing.”

Of his 400 Workdays, Graham said: “For me, working with Americans has meant learning from Americans – and I have tried to turn what I learned into programs that will improve people’s lives.  


“During my shifts as a pharmacist’s assistant at the Premier Pharmacy in Jacksonville and the Bokas Jordan Pharmacy in Pensacola, I heard from senior citizens who have trouble affording the life-saving medications that their doctors prescribe for them.  So I set to work crafting a plan to offer affordable and universal prescription drug coverage under Medicare.


“My numerous Workdays at schools, colleges and universities across Florida gave me insights into the needs of students and local school districts as we have worked on education legislation. 


“After the terrorist strikes of September 11th, I took jobs as an airport security screener, a guard at a nuclear power plant, an FBI counter terrorism analyst and a Coast Guard flight officer so that I would better understand the challenges we face in bolstering our homeland defenses.  I gained front-line experience that made me a more effective chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence.


“Each and every Workday has left an indelible impression: the caring touch of a Hospice nurse, the gritty determination on a day laborer’s face, the pride in a firefighter’s grin, the steely determination in a police officer’s stare.  I have seen the beauty in a sunrise while working as a ranger in a national park, and the artistry in a professional baseball player’s swing while serving as a team manager.


“Workdays have given me a different perspective on the world, and they have made me a better person.  I am grateful to each of my co-workers at each of my job sites for their willingness to share their lives and their dreams.”


At today’s Workday, Graham was reunited with Erik Hafter, who was a student when Graham first taught at Carol City High School and now, 30 years later, is on the faculty. 


Graham’s commitment to his constituents drew congratulations from around the country, including letters from former President Bill Clinton and colleagues in the Senate. [Letters attached.]

Iowa Senator Tom Harkin, who has done similar jobs with constituents during his career, wrote: “Throughout the past 30 years, we have been able to gain true insights into the lives of the people we represent. I’m sure you’d agree that Workdays have taken a lot of time – but we learned priceless lessons and enjoyed moments of humor to last forever.”

###

Press contact:  Paul Anderson, 202-224-7999 or 202-236-5444
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