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1l
Grover HEARING ON THE APPLICATION OF 10UIS R. ILAUTIER

aj FOR ADMISSION TO SENATE PRESS GAJLERY
. and

HEARING ON REPORTS OF DISCRIMINATION IN ADMIS3IOR
TO SENATE RESTAURARTS AND CAFETERIAS

TuesGay, March 18, 1947
Unlted States Senate,
Committee on Rulas end Administration,
Washington, D, C,
The commititeo met, pursuant to call, at 2:00 p.m,, in
room 104-B, Senate Oflice Bullding, Senztor C. Wayland Drooks
(cheilrman), presiding.
Prosent: Sonttors Drooks (chairman), Wherry, Hickenlooper,
. Knowilend, Lodge, Jonner, Bricker, Ivos, Haydon, Greon, Myers,
and lMollend.
The Chajirmen: The committee will come to ordsr.,
Gentlomon, the first order of business today 1s ¢he con-
sideration of the application by Mr. Louls R, iautier, Cor-
respondont, Atlanta Paily World, and Chiof of the Werro Heus-
papor Publishers Assoclation Neus 3ervice, for admission to
tho Senate Preoss QGallory.
. To bring you up to dato, tho chair would like to state
that I roceived a lettor from Mr. lautier the carly part of
this yoar in reference to this matter, which was roeferroed, as

the chair bellsves propor, to thu Svanding Committes of
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Correspondents that controls the Geallery under the rules set
down by thoe Comittee on Rulos and Administration. In pur~
suance of that they held hesrings, and the epplication was ro-
Jected. -

On March 7 X rocolved a second lottor from Mr. lautier,
and I again askell the committoo to comsldor it; and thoy 4did,
and rejocted it. Mr. Imutior has asked now that tho coumitgtee
hear his complaint.

I will ask that Mr. lautiorts lotter of March 7 bo in-
cluded in tho »ecord at this point.

(Mr. Lautier's letter 13 as follows:)

"1MHIRO NEWSPAPER MUBIJISYERS ASSOCIATION
. News Service BDureau
2007 Fifteenth Street, I, W.
Washington 1, D, C.
Yorch 7, 1947
Senator C. Vayland Brooks, Chairmn,
Sennte Rules Committoo,
Senave O0ffice Building,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Senntor Brooks:

Reforence is mado to yows lotter of Februepy 11, 1047, in
which you informed me that you vwers rosubmitting my e&pplica-
tion for admission to tho Congressional Press Qalloriecs to

‘ tho Standing Cormitteo of Correspondonts.
A hearing vas givon mo by the Standing Committoo of Cér-

respondonts on Thuprsday aftornoon, Fobruery 27. Tho hearing
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vas exhaustive and cordial. Under date of March 4, 1947, how-

ever, Mr. Willliam Theis, the secrotary of the committee, wrote
. moe as follows:

1At a recent moeting of the Standing Committeo of Copr-
rosponients, your application for admission to the Congression-
al Press (alleries was considerod. After exhaustive delibera-~
tions and & personal hearing, your application vas rejoctoed
a8 not coming within tho rules govornlng adwlssion to tho
mross galleries.?

This is cortainly an exiwaocrdirary {loding, and I can
roach no othor conclusion than tkai race was thi decisivo
factor. There was not a scingllln of evidence befors tho cow-

. mitteo even tondiug to shov that I do not comd within Rule IV
of the Rulos for the Rogulatlon of the 3enato Wing of tho
Capitol. 7This rule requires thot tho occupation of tho press
gallory bs tfconfined to bona fide tolegraphic corrosyoncents
of reputeble standing?! ond ¢aat *porsons engaged in othory
occupatlons wioze chilof agtoation is not given to nowspaver

corrosvondence (underscoring supplied) shall not be entitled

to adnission.' I subnit thwt I oot these qualificadions,

The intorprotation given tho rulos by the Standing Com-

. mittee of Corraspondonts is outragoous and is designed o bhar
correspondonts of Hogro nouwsyapora. Under the provisions

vhioh the comittee reads into the rules governlng tho press

gallorles, no Negro corrasponioat can qualify for admission
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into the daily press gallery. Under the interpretation of
the rules governing thoe pericdicals gallery, Regro corraspon.-
dents are barred because they do not represent weekly magazines.

I do not believe that i1t was the intent of the Senate and
House to exclude Negro correspondents from the press and
pariocdicals galleries solely because of their race or color,
but that is the practical effoct of the interpretation given
the rules by the Standing Comyitteo of Correspondents,

In your letter of February 11, 1947, you state that ’As
the rules stand, however, all applications wmuss be approved
by the Standing Commlttee of Corrosporndenis.! I am obliged
to except to this statement., Rule XXXIV of tho Standing
Rulaes of the Senato gives tho Senato Rulos Committee tho
authority o ‘make such regulations respecting the veporters?
galleries of the Jenato, togethor with the adjoining roors
and facilitlos, es will coafinc thoiyr cccupency to bons fide
roportora for daily nowspapors, to bona fide reporters of
nows or press assoclatlons requiring telegraphic ssrvice to
thelr mombeyship # # .t

Since tho 3tamding Committos of Correspondonts hes acted
arbitrarily in vefusing o admission to the press gallsries,
and siuvco uvnder the interprotation of the rules Nogro cor-
rospondonts are barrsd solely bocause of their racs oy color,
it appears that the Senate Kules Committeo has the v»osponsi-

bility and duty to svo that this gress discrinluation against




the Negro press is removed.

I, therefore, am rencwiag wy request that this matior be
submitted to the Rules Commltteo for corrscilve acglon. )

I enclose horouwith clippings from Tho New York Herald
Tribune and The Chicago Sun of lcrch 6, and a olipping from
PM of March 7.

Yours vory truly,
/s/ LOUIS R. TAUTIER

Corrouspondent, Atlanta Daily World
Chiof, HlIPA Wews Servico”

The Chriprman: For your comvenlence I have hod tyoad up
Rulo 3% of the Standing Rules of the Sonate, entitled "Regula-
tion of Senete Wing of Capitol", in vhich 1% statos:

"1y shill be the duty of the Committee on Rules ¢o rake
2ll rulos and regulations reppocting such pavts of tho
Cepltod, ite passages end gnllerles, including ¢he restaurant
and tho Senuto 0ffice Dullding, &8 are or may bO 86t APIYE
for the wseo of tho Semwmte and 1t8 officers, to boe onforced
under tho direction of the Prosiding Officer. They shall
meko suoh xrogulations rospevting tho yoportors? gallerios
of thu Sonste, together with the &djoining roows and fecill-
tlea, &s will confinc tholr occupancy and wise o bona {ide
voporsers for daily newspapers, to bona £ide yvoeporters of

nows or press assoclations roquiring velegraph sorvice o
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their memborship, eand %o bona fide roporters for dally nows
dissemination through radio,t vire, wiroless, and similar
media of trensmission. Theso rogulations shall so yrovide
for the use of such spsce and fucllitles as fairly to dis-
tribute their use to all such media of neus disseminazion.”

Pursuant o Rule 3l of tie Standing Rules of the Senate,
& rule govorning the Pross (ellories was promlgated, Rule &
of the Rulos for the rogulation of the Sonste ¥Wing of w0
Capitol entitled "Galleprios™ provides undor the suvnsading
TPposs Callorien’:

"The Qallery in tho rear of the Vico Prosidont's chaiy
shall o soy agart o reporceyrts of daily nouspapors,

“"Persons desirlng admissicn to the Press (allery shall
imake applicatlion to tho Cormitteo on Rulos (as requivcd by
Rule IV for the rogulnilon of tho Senste Wing of the Unlted
States Capltol); and shall clso stagoe, in writing, for vhat
papor or papera thoy are ouployod; and shall furtchor stafe
that thoy ars not orngaged in tho prosecution of claims yuond-
ing bofore Congross or the deporimonts, and will not becomo
So angeged whilo ¢llovwod adaission to tho gallerys end that
they aro not in any soenso tho agents or roprosontatives of
person3 or corporations having logislation before Congesns,
arma wlll not bHocons sSuch agenis oy 'fepresontatﬁvcs uhlly re=~
talning tholyr right to places 1an the gallery. Visiting

Jouwrnalists wao muy be (lloucd SOL0B0FY Qassion €6 4.

e L

e T e T ———



gellery must conform to the restrictions of thls rule.

"mtho applications requirod by above rule (blank forms
for which can be obtained from the Doorkeepor of theo Prcas
Gallery) shall be authenticated in a manner thet shall be sagis-~
factory to the Standing Comaltioe of Correspondonts, wbo shall
seo tha¢ tho occupation of the gallery is confina ¢o ona

fide telegraphic corpospondonts of reputoble standing in tcheiw

business, who ropresont Aally novspapers; but not oxcoeding
ons soat shall bo assigned to each papor; and 1t 3hall e

ths duty of tho s2id Standing Cormittco, at thoir discration,
to report violations of the priviloges of tho gallory to the
Senate Comalttev on Rules, gixl pornding actlon thoreon ths of-
fending correspondent shall be suwipernded,

"Porsons eaployed in o Frecutivo or Logislativo Derpare~
nongs ol tho Govermment, and pursons enzuged iw othor cocu-
pations whese chiaf attontlon is nct glvon to neuspapay cor-
rospovionce, shall not bo ontitled to adwission to tho Praas
Gallory; awl the pross 1list in the Congressional Direociory
shall o a 1list only of persons wacso chief attention 19
glvon to telograpiaic comresvondoncs for dally nocuapapiis.
Corrospordonss entitlod to the wiviloges of tho Press Gallery
iy bo adaiticd o tho Marbls Reou urslor such iregulaticns as
22y bo prescrlbad by tho Couarittoc on Rules,

Monbses of €ho fapilist of coraospondents 4o no¢ en-

LAtled vo eadmisedon $o tho Procs Gallewy.
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"The Press Qallery, subjoct to the supervision and control
of the Comzittoe on Rules, shall bo under the direoction of the

® Standing Committoe of Correspordents.” '

I think theo first witness wo vroperly should osll is tho
wan who has mado tho applica¢ion, 5. lautior, Is ho hoxe?

Moo, Ioutlier: Yes, sir.

The Chairman: Will you tale a seat adjoining'the roporter,
gir, and state youy naro ard your occupation, and give us such
information as you think 1s povrtiaont to your raquest.

STATEMENT OF 10U.S R, IAUTIER,
Washington Correspondont, Atlanta Daily
World; Chief, Negro lleusparor Publishers
Association News Service, 2007 Fiftecenth

Street, H. W., Washington 1, D. C.

. Mr. lautlor: My mamn 1@ Iouis R. Iautlerp. 1 en Vashing-~
ton Corprespoadeont for tho Atlanta Pailly World, and Chlef of
the Hogro Neuspaper Publisheys Asscoletion Hews Sorvico. Iy
addrgse 1g 2007 Fiftconth Streot, . W., Washington, D, C.

Mr, Cheivman and Members of ¢hc Conmittoo:

1 anproclate this opportunlty to appeoyr boafore you in
rozaud o my avvlicatlion for adnlssion o the Sonate Prcss
Gallory.

The quostion involved hore 18 cno of squal acesse 1o

‘ souirges of public Information. llegro corrospondeonts have been
¢xelwlod fron tho pross gallery on tho ground that thoy did
not dovots thel:r chiof attontion %o tolograrhic covrespordonce.

Thoy a@lso havo wun cxelided rrew ¢ho porioticala galicyy on

l-u---u--uu------------un-u-.-u------------—..
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the ground that that gallery is for corrospondonts of weoekly
magagzines and not of weekly nowapapers.

At the outset, lot e say that I do not advocato any
change in oxlsting rules governing the press gallery. I do
sonterxl, howovor, that under & veasontbhle intorpretation of
those rules I an ontltled to adwmlssion.

I roprosont both the Atlanta Daily Vorld and the iogro
Houspaper Publishors Assoclation nous service.

The Atlanta Daily' World is tho oaly Regro daily in ¢tho
Unlted States at prosent using tolographic soervice. It is
published six ¢imes € woek and has a circulation of 28,190,
according %o the Edltor and Fublisheor 1947 International Yoar
‘ Bock. Tho Atlanta Dally World also publishss tho Birninghem

Yorld, & soni-veckly papsr; tho Momphis World, ard ¢he Arkansac
World, wookly nowspapoyrs.

T?xe Nogro ifowspaver Publishora Assoclation is a non-profit
organigsation. It sot up 1t8 nuuys burcaa LHoro o eet & noys
vacuum, Thirty-2ix memhor novspapers sunscribo fovr tho sep-~
vico. Tho co3i{ of i{s maingenanco 1s proratcd among those
papors on ths basis of their cilwculation. Tho cowbiunzd cip-
culation of 1t3 subacribing wcrders 1s avound cne and ors-half

. million.

The nowas sorvice sevoks to glvo to tho KHegro nousparoers

noys of perticular interest to YNegycos ¢hat¢ doevelops in tho

kaocutlve pPogartmonty, the Suwws.d Coure and the Cougress., Aas
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the representative of the Atlanta Daily World and the Negro
Newspaper Publishers Association, I &am an eccredited White
House correspondent, and regularly attend the Presidentt's ‘
press and praedio conferences.

As evidence of tho type of sorvice that is rondersd to
the Atlanta Dailly World and tho Hegio KRewspaper Publishors
Associetion, I rofer to the recent heayrings before a sub-
committoo of_this committee on amonding tho Senate cloture
rule. Thoso hearings iavolved fundamontal prineiples of
demociratic goverzmont. Yet, from thé vieupoing of egroses,
they were inadoquatoly ropcrtod by the white daily press. Por
oexample, I sav in no wvhite deily any reforonce to the profound
statement of Senater Overiton that "The Democratic South stands
for white supremacy.” An effectivoe cloture rule and tho
attitudes of both tiie Demooratic and Republican partion are
matters which deoply interest Nszroes.

Anothor ozample of the typo of service rendered tho
Atlanta Deaily World and tho fNegro Newspapor Publishors
Assoclation involves an incident beforo the Senate Committoe
on Isbor and Publilc Welfare. Mr. Clarence Mltchell, labor
socretary of thw listional Association for the Advancerient of
Colored People, appeared beforo that committos recently in
opposition to all ponding labor logislation. At tho close
of his tostlimony, 3enator Wayne lHorvse deliverod a robuko to

roproscntatives of labor organizatlions who had appsarcd bofore
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the committeo eand opposed all pending labor bills but had not
offered any suggestions as to the type of legislation thoy
thought the Congress ought to enact. The white daily papers °
carried the comrent of Scnator Horse but not the views of Mr.
Mitoholl, If Negroos ears {o bo intelligently informod of whet
1s going on in tho Congress, 1¢ 18 essential that thoy get
the vieus of reprosontatives of legro organizations as uwoll
es of menbers of tho Congroess,

The instonoes cited 1nvolved no difficulty la covarage
hoecauso commiitoe hoarings avre op9n to &1l reporters except
that corrosvondonts acercdised to the press gallewy got
it consideravion and if all seats at preds tablos oro
token by them or 1f faollitilocs are limited, Hegro reporiers
my bvo forced o occupy scats in tho awlienco, as thoy rustg
ocoupy seats 1in tho visitors' gallerios in tho Senato and
House,

I como noy to some difficuliles oncountered in covuring
the proceedings of tho Senate itself. On the opening day of
the Rightleth Conmress, it was lipossible to get into e
Senate galleries, althougn ilogirods uore vitally intorossed
in the aoction tuken on the credontials of SopRtor-elect
Theodoro G. Bilbo. VYhon the Senato acted lete the nezt day
on tho compromise agrooment 2ayinz tho credentlals of I,
Bilbo on tho t&ble, Hogro correspondonts haed to get the neus

the bost way ey eculd, alilourin LR0vC uore voauiint s2042 1n
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the presa gallery.

-During the personal hearing glven me by the 3tanding Com-
mittoe of Correspondents, it was suggosted that I could follow
Comgsresslonal proceedings through the Congressional Record.
Lot's see how that works. Tho vote on cloture on fair employ-
mont practiceo leglslation occurved late on Saturday afternoon,
Febiruary 9, 1946. That vote had to be sent out that night if
it wore to reach Hegro papors in time fov publication. Because
thoro was no Hogro coprrcspondent in the 3ensto pross gallery,
tho roll-call voto had to be socuwed {rom a npus sorvico, .Ad-
pmission to the press gallery vwould overcome these difficul-~
tiosn. Tt al3o would mako avallablo notices of nows conferoences,
advance oopies of reports, sroaches and othey matters.

As Yo 1By quelifilecations, [ roprosont botn a daily paper
ond 8 neus service, sone of whose mombors require tele(raphic
service., I gond tolegraphic corrvespomdence to tho Atlanta
Daily World. In additicn, tho larger HNegro waoeklles, somo of
vhich publish editions dally, also vequire tolegraphic ter-
vico, Thoss include tho Amstoprdanm Iews, the Afro-Ameri-:an
Hoyspapors, the Pigtsburgh Courler, the Chicago Defendo:,
ths Horfolk Journal and Guido, and ¢tho FKansas City Call.
Recontly, on two Satuxday aights, I sent the Norfolk Jowrnal
and Guido ssveral thousond words.

During tho strikeo at tho Xansas City Star, the Kenuas

City Call, vhich ordinurlly publishes two editions weckly,
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declded to get out dally editions to most the dearth of nows
in Kansas City, by roason of ¢the suspension of the Xansas City
Star. A tolegram was sent to mo tosend all neus of 1lmportance
without regard to racial angles. To comply, it was necessary
for me to viait the Senate pross gallory and ask M. Harold
R. Beckley, the superintendent, for all availablo rel}oases, He
told mo to tcke my cholce of roleases. On the Houwso side, how-
over, I was tocld theoro was nothing in which I vould be interest-
ed.
I bolieve that I comply with the pules, if roasonably in-
terproted, by whatover yardstick that may do usod., If "ohiex
attontion” 18 considoredi fron tho viewpoint of time spont in
. gathoring nows, I bolieove that I comply bocauso daily I gather
nows ror the Atlanta Daily World. If quantity ic tho yerdstick,
7 bolievo 1 cormly bocauso L sond the Atlenta Daily World the
samo storics which sro ilater incorporated into mimoographed
roleascs and sent to all subscriving papors on Vednosdays and
Saturdays and somotimos on Mordeys, T pay is tho yorpdstiok,
I volleve that I comply bococusn £5 porcont of my incomd comes
fyom tho Atlanta Daily World and 45 porcent from tho Iorro
Nowapapor Publishors Association.

‘ I rospoctfully request this committeo to approve oy
application for admission to tho Sonate vress gnllery.

The Chairren: Are therc any questions?

Sonagor Moyland: ¥Yen buso yourp applicatlion upoinr your
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connection with the Atlanta Daily World and not with the Negro
Newspapor Publishora Asgsoclation?

Mr. Loautler: That 1s right.

Sonator Knowlend: As I understfnd 1%, the Publishers
Agaocloation voprosents Just weslilies?

Mr, Ilsutlier: It reproscnts wooklles,

Senator novland: %here is no controveriy on that point,
I toko 1t?

Mr. Xoutior: That 1y wipght.

Sonator Xnowland: Might I asi;wvhat is the salapry as
botwveon tho dally paper ard tho assocliatlon?

Mr. Tangler: I get $55 fron tie Dally Worid ond $45

. r'rany ¢ho Publishora Assoclation.

Senator Knovland: How Jong has that continuod?

Mr. Jautler: That has continuod sinceo sometime in January.
In 1946 I recoived $50 from oach.

Sountor Nickenlecoper: (k. lautlor, in your rsporting
activitios, do I understand corroctly that you glve espccilal
or alnost oxclusivo atteontion % news of intorost to Rogroes?

Mr. Jauticr; Chiofly. It 18 neus in vhich Nogroos would
be perticulerly interscsted. Now Nogroos vwould be intercsted,

. by reason of thoir numberz, 1in labor legislation. Thoy would
be intorested in educational logislation.

Senctor Hiclionloopor: Woll, vhat I am ¢trylng to get at

is Just thils, €5 to wholhor o w0t you havo & rostrictcd op

,m
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restrictive news ocoverage, or whether yon are operating as &
nevspaper reporter that covers all nows impartially ~-

dr. Tautier: It is restrictive. ‘ ‘

Senator Lodge: Jeleoctive?

Me. Lautier: That is it.

The Chairman: Are there any furthor gquestions?

Mr, lautior, you asked me i1f wo night hear an addi¢ional
vitneas that you have with you.

M. lauglier: Right, sir; Dean Goowge M. Johnson of' the
Howard University law School.

The Chairmun: Dean, will you give us your nams, and then
prococd?

STATEMENT OF GRBORGE M, JOHWSOH,
Docn of thw Yoveyd Uaiversity School of law,
\iashington, D, C.

Mr. Johnson: Mr. Chairren und lMembers of tho Coommitteo:

My nams is Joorge M. Jobnson. I am the Dean of the Howard
University School of lLaw.

With your porpission I should like to read a stetosent
rreparad by Me. Charles H. Ncustcn, an attorney, vho hed
hopod to be here but vas called out of town by virtuo of
previous coumitments. I wish to say, howvever, that I hive a
desep persontl interest in this appeal, and 1f this boiy wishes,
I would be happy to prepare such briof oy briefs oun any quea-
tions that might come up, &8 this body might desire.

Mr, Houston's statement 1s as follous:
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"The Honorable, the Membors of tho Senste Committce on
Rulesn:

Louis R. lautler appesls from the decislion of tho Stand~
ing Committeo of Senate Press QGallery Correospondents denying
him adwmission to tho gallery. He is a correspondent for the
Atlunta Daily World, which has e daily circulation of 28,190,
end tho Negro Newapaper Publishors Asscciation, which in-
oludes and covors tho maln Nogro novspapors of this couatyy
with combined weokly circulation of ovey 1,000,000,

In the two days I have had to consider this mattor, faced
vith prior commitmwnis, vhich had to bo met, I have not boom
&ble to proparo an exhaustive bricf. If timo permits, 1 ask

. loeve to file a brief in suppert of the appeal.

Heroin I wish to discuss the appoal from four angles:

1. Doos Mpr. lautior quolify for admission to tha Sonaste
Press (allory undoy ¢xisting pruloes?

2. Do tho oxisting whito scrvicos znd coxrospordonts
adoquatoly roport thet nows of tiw Senat¢o in which Nomroes
aro spocially intorosted?

3. I8 the llogro pross compoting with thoe whivo prisas,
so that tho effoct of miking 1t impossible for a Negvo cor-

’ respondent to got thoe Cenate neus oporates as an unfaly
rootraint of trade?

4., vhat oro the broasder implicatioms of banning Hoproes

acca3s to Fivsy hand MaeylHise of oo prococdings
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A,
Mr. Ieutieor moets tho requirements of the oxisting »ules.
Prior to the smendment of 1939, the Standing Rules of the
. Senate restricted the press gallery to 'bona fide roportors
for daily newspapors' (Rule 34, Senate Manuwal 1921). Thoere
ves considerableo criticlom at the norrownoss of tho rules,
and Assoclatod Pross, Unitod Prsss corrospondeonts and colurme
ist8 woro adumitted to the Senato Press (Gallery by sufforance
(Cong. Rocord, T6th Cong., 18t Sess. pp. 4721 et seq.). Hp.
G1llotte and M. Barbour {ntroduced a resolution (S. 117,
76th Cong., 13t Seas,) which peased vith & pinor amendmont,
striking out tho limitation of gallory priviloges to 'homm
. fide reporters Tfor daily nowsnapora! end broadening thoe rivi-
loge to cover corresponcsonts or press associntions, »adio
coxxwntators, arnd so forth., Concorning tao intont of und
apirit of the arondweont, the last sontence of same 1s partiocu-
larly significent:
*Thoso rogulations shall so provide for the uso of such
apace and fecllities as fairly to distribute their usc to
all such modia of nous dissenination.t
Mr. Iautior is a bona fide roportor for & bona fidec,
unique daily nowspapor ~- The Atlants World, the only deily
’ Hegro nevspapor in the couiltry. !Ho 1s also a bona fido ro-
portor of 8 novws service orgenized by the Nogro Heuspapa

Publishora Assoclation, which requires telographic sorxvice,
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&s woll as roports by maill, to its monbors. He gives all
his time to this vwork -- tho major part of his %4ime to the

. dsily, The veory naturo of news coverago for & daily neuwspaper
is such that tho more access to spot novws, the more tolegraphic
dispatches; so 1t is a viclous circle to dony him acceas to
the most important spot nows 1a this countyy and then to com-
plain about the lack of volune of hio telegraphic dispatchos,

Mr. lautier 18 personally unobjoctionsble undor tho tosts
set forta in Rulo 4 of tho Rules for Regulation of tho Senate
Wing. Thore 13 no way to objoct to his application unless
the Standing Ruled oro canstrued to requiro that iy. leutier
dovote his timo oxclusively to ropcrting for a daily nowspaper,
That would bo to import in the rulo vhat is not thoro, ond
1% 18 rospocifully submittod e, Lautier's timo 18 wholly
takon up wvith tvo reporting Jjobs, both of which ave accept-
2ble undor the Rules.

| 3.

Tho oxisting vhite newspspors end the whito corrcupondents
do not cover tho 3onnto adequatcly for anglos or neuws of in-
terost to Negro readers. The major circulation of tho vhito
newspapors is wvhite; thoir Senato roporters seo and hoay

‘ whet thoir roadors ore interostod in, Thoy ignore or olse
ro Jject nows logro reoaders ero interested in,

Por exanplo, the debatos on tho anti-lynching bill, tho

Falr Jduployrent Proacticos Bill, cyo instences of inadequata

-;-l-llllq;--u----n---------------m--.-u---.-.-u-..-....-
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Senate coverage from the Negro cltizens! angla, Much of the

debate over the seating of Senator-olect Bilbo looked entire-
1y different to logroes when theoy read it in their dcily nowe'-
. papers as compared vith theo Congrossional Record. When it is
vemembered that the Atlanta Daily World is a Southern nous-
papor with Southwrn circulstion, and ¢hat on political issues
Soutnern Noegroes avo usually 1n disagrecomont with the dominant
attitudes of most Southorn whito dailies, 1t 15 eppareni thatg
in the naturo of things the veportors now edmitted to the
Sonate Press (Gallory nelther sense nor roport tho nows 1103t
important to legro readurs. lcavo out the liuportant aspooct
of freedom of tho press, the existing facilities vnwitctingly
. mroseont llogroes with € restricied ond ofton wnsympathotlio
roeport of Sonntd ovonts.
C.

Tho Hozro pross 38 now in competition with ths white
daily ncvapapors for tho Rogro marlkot and NHegro roaders. The
Togro presy camd into being over 100 years ago a8 a protest
mo3s, protesting againast slavery. Afeor tho Civil VWer it
rexainod & nrotoBL pPross on a dif'forent basis. It wopowrted
and emphasized Negyo achievenont and progross as contrastted
with the white pross emphasizing llogro crimo amd shorveomings.
If tho legro pross at timos hns oxaggerated logro achieve-
m3nts, 1t has baen prodded into doing so 48 a countor moasure

to the uhite prass oyagmoratling Nogro ovimo.

M——____—___,
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The llegro pirAss now nmoves into a third atage: a rveporting
preasd and a press of critlicism of natlional and local ovents,
its ciroulation has grown so thot the larger Fegro nowspapors
print four or fiveo cdlitions & wucel: for difforont groups of
readers. It wonld bo & short stop -~ doponding ochiefly on
groater roporitor facllities -~ foir 8t loast four or five of
tho lorger nowspapors to move into the true daily Tlelds, For
oxanplo, o Arsterden Nous hrg o conconteeted Haylon civ-
culation over 100,000 por wook.

Tho natlonal cdvertisers aro rocopgnizing ¢ho He7o press
nov and buying sncce., Again ¢iw cyclo of rors advertising,
Woro neus, norc adver. . ~ing appoirs. Hepyro nouspapors can
bo found forr sglo af points of penoral clrcuniation 4in all
bordorling, as woll ca licgxo n0ighbornocds. Incrossingly as
the Negro nowspapor poing prestiro and roflects &n inportant
poing of view, 1¢ 1o attracting vhito roaders. Even Wort-
brook Zegler voadzs tho Megro piss.

IT ¢no Yogro 1ross 1s o dovelop a8 & freo, iuvportont
orgin of' public opinion, 1¢ rust n2ve the sard access o novy
€8 tho vrest of tho nress. Rulas hoaning tho Tegro wrols o
equal accoss 4o nous vith the vhigo pecos oporevo in unialw
restraini, of tradeo,

D.
Evonts aro so stiveing In ¢ho vorld, tho situatlon of tho

dnitod Seaves i intumuisions) wif.llve 19 3o doliento, taag
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this count=: needs the informed support of every citizen., It
is a sad commnontary that intelligent Negro veterans feol

less at howe, more shut out of things, more of a stranger at '
homo than in foroign countries., This 18 & plea to bring thom
closor to their govermmont by incrsasing thelr access to and
understanding of govornmont, The Senato 18 the greatent
Payrliawentary body in the world. I8 procosdings nsadd to be
veoported for Nogroos as well as other citizens. Failure to
make this possible mGy aome day, in connoction with othoy dis-
crinminations, prosont us &8 bill we will not llke to pay.

Wo ask tho Committoe on Rulos to edmit i, lautier to
the Sonnto Press (Gallory in ordor t¢hat tho spaco and facili-
ties may be moroe fairly distributed, and so that they may
rrovido for an importont sogreng of tho population which vwill
be called upon to boar an evepr-inoroasing roesponsibility for
the defensa and progross of the country.

Respoctfully submitted,
Charles H, Houston."

The Chairman: Will you 3Zive us the qualifications of
the gontlemoén vhoso brief you have just resd?

Mr, Johnson: My. Charles M. Houston is & practiciag
attornoy in the City of Washington. Ne happens to be theo
General Counsol of ths Natlonal Association for theo Adviince-
ment of Colorod Poople, and connected with the Amsricarn Coun-

ci1l on Raco Relet¢ions, the Redenweld Fund, formey Doan of
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Houard University lav Sohool, and present Professor Fmeritus
cf Howard Unilversity Iaw School.

The Chairran: You asked if ho might £ilo an additioncl
brief., I don't know hov fast the committee will choose to aot
on ¢this, but if they don't cct onh it ilmnodiately, unloss there
is objection -~ and I hoay noné - the brief may bo filed.

Do you have anytliing further that you would like to ore-
song?

Mr. Johuson: Othor than to irdicatec my willingnoss to
Join with him in a8 drief, if the coammltteo has any particu-
lay issuwo; 1f any particular issuc has boeﬁ raised by this
presentation, I would be happy to hoar 1t so vhat wo mighs
address a brlef to that issue.

Tho Chairman: iy I ask about ono statomont that I think
I hoard you road in the brief. Ild you say this Atlanta
paper ropresented by Mr. lautler 18 the only daily colowred
paper in tho country?

i, Johngson: That 18 tho statomont.

The Chaiyrcn:; I8 that g trud statement, Mr. lautlor,
do you know?

Mr. lautior: It 18 true to this oxtent, Senstor. You
havo got one or two vory smll shoots that aro called dalliles,
out thoy aron!'t anything moro then handhills. They uso no
telegraphic sorvice, and coatein very litile nows as a magter

of fact.
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I brought aloug with me a copy of Editor and Publisher
1IS47 Intornational Year Book, bocouse at the hearing I was
asked vhat was the circulation of the Atlenta Dally World. At
that time I didn't know, and one of tho mombors of the comuit~
teo said he had seen in Editor and Publisher that it was 2400,
But this edition gives 1t as 28,190,

.'l'he Chairman: Will you givo ws the page and the rofor-~
ence to the artlole?

Mr. Yautler: It is "Isading Negro Publications of the
United Stut2u™, pago 242,

The Chnlrmen: And vhat 13 0 e¢ditlon that jou aro
rosding from?

Mr. Lautier: 1947 Intornsationnl Yeay Book numboy of
d1itor and Publisher.

The Cheirmia: Thank you.

Ilave you anything furthor o offer at this tiwmo, v,
lautior?

e, lautier: Not a thing, Senator. Thank you.

Tho Chairmen: I have a request here, dagcd Mapch 18, 1947,
mwade by Harry S. MeaAlpin, Edicor of Manusceript, a National
Rewspazino, asking that his two-pagoe statemont be umde a part
of the rocord. If thero 18 no objection, that will bo done.,

(Mr. McAlpints statemen{y 1s as follows:)

"STATEMENTY of Mapry S. McAlpin

Fditor of MAWUSCRTIPT, a FNetional Newspazine
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(Submitted for the Record of thoe Public Hearings
of the Senate Rules Cormittce on the Admission
of Negroes to the Sennte Press Gallories.)
Gontlonen:

My neme is Hawpy 3., Mlpin, I enm one of ¢ho publishers
and co-editors of tho Wational NEWOSPAZIRE, MARUSCRIPT, a weekly
publication devotsd to giving the bosokground of the nous as
it affocts tho wolfars of Negroos and America,

During the years 1944 and 1945, I was tho White Nouse
Cormraspondent and tashington Hows Burcauw Chief for the At~
lanta Daily World ond the Nepro Iowspapor Publishorst Associa-
tion. I am a product of the 3chool of Journalisn of ¢ Uni-
vorsity of Wisconsin ard have beon in nouspaper and publio

. rolation2 work in Washingion for tho past 20 yesavs.

In boch 1S44 and 1945, T subnitted wy aprlication for
admission to the Congrossionsl procs Galleries and was ro-
Jooted on tho pground that the Standing Coxmittce of Corros-
pondents belioved I dovoted my major timo to servicing weoXkly
nevwspapers (bocawso of theiy number in tl}e Aasociation) rather
than to servicing the ons daily neuspapor I ropresonted. A3
in the case of Mr. Louls laucior, the prosonf Washington
roprosontativo of tho Atlanta Dally World and tue legro lius-

. papor rublishorat Assoclation, I volievo tho action of the
3tanding Comaittes was influoncod by py racial identlty rather
than by tho flimsy technicality publicly stated.

Mr, Lantlor, hovuover, has o wlll edequatoly cover this
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matter in his tostimony befors you. It is my desire to preo-
sent to you & broadoy viow as 1t affeots tho ma jority of tho
Negro mess -~- pprimarlly weekly publicatlions. While lor, Laune
tlerts case 13 a worthy one aud shonld be favorably resolved,
his admiseion &lone would subhjoct the &c+lion to the 'so-often-
correct?! oriticism of 1t beinz moroly a token ges¢uro.

Tho Hegro Pross 1s an ipportant sogmong of Aworican life,
Becauso of the tobhoos agairst publication of ncus in tho
metropolitan dailics other than orimo-partiolpation and
charactorizations, 1t 18 the scle informatlon source o ons-
tenth of tho populag¢ion of Awmorice. To har the Meprcsonto-
tives of that preas from ths ncus sowrcod a6t the foungrin-
hoad of our govormixnt 18 so diametyrically opposcf o owr
clamor for froedon of ¢ho proas throughout tho vorld aa to
mkes Amorica look yridiculous in tho oyos of thoso to uvhonr
Wwo aro trying to sell idomooracy!?.

Only last night at e dinnoer i1n tho Waldor{-Astoria in
HNov York, Suprorm Court Justico Willlianm O, Douglas, socaking
before the dinoor of the American Jswish Congarross in honor
of tho 73vd ananiversary of Dr, Stophion Wiso, doclancd:

10ur program abw»eld mudt bo 03 genuinoly end sincceroly
domocratic as 1t 18 ot home. The cousos wo espouse olocuhore
pust be as {rue to our idoels nand charactor as those we sponsor
horo, Foi* wo hocowo identifilod with vhat vo chauplon at homo

or abrotd. Ant 12 o long purn, our doods Give &pt to s uore
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porsuasive of our aims then owr professions. We will be Judged
nct 2lonw by vhat we champion, but by what we noglect?.

To tivy to elleviate the problem by a !'token gesturs! '
would be equally ridiculous,

The solution is to open the Fress Galleries to the repre-
sentative of tho Atlante Daily World, as 1t doservedly should
be; and to open also the Periodical Pross Galleries to the
bona~fide residont correspondonts of the Negro veskly ypress.
Boih these galleries in the Sonatoe, s you gentlemen aye aware,
oro under ¢ho supervision of the Chairman of the Rules Commit-~
teo.

In meking this stotemant, I an avare of tho argunant
that physical limitatlions will not permit flooding tho Galler~
108 with ropresentatives of all the wooekly sheots in the coun-
try. As a matter of fact, noither will the physical limita-
tions provide for reprosentaiivos of all the 4aily papers in
tho country. But theat has not btecn utred as an exouse for
roefusing to accredit the Washington correspondents of daily
papers -~ provided thoe paper and the representative in white.

It would b2 inconceivable to think that overy rural
wookly newspaper would descend upon the Executive Comnlitee
of the Pericdilcal Gellery for adzission if tho (Gallerioes were
opened., The rules of the Congress provide thaty applicants
must be bona flde resident correspomdonts, KRot a handful of

wookly publications can afford to have rosident correspondents



in Washington.

The same holds true coancerning tho Regro Press, RNot
every Neogro paper can afford to have a bons fide wresident
correspondent in Washington. Today, thero are only three
auch papara with Washington correspondents ~~ the Afro-American,
the Pittsburgh Courier, and the Chicago Defendor. In addition,
there are but two news sorvices supplying the Kegro Pross «-
tho Assooiated Negyro Press and 'tlw Negro Newspaper Publishers
Assoclation's Washington News Bureaun, Yeo intend to filo aon
application for MANUSCRIPT, whlch wo believe vill qualify on
the samw basis as present periodicel gallery mombors such as
HEVOWREK, TIME and the Kiplinge;.' Tousletters.

’ W¥hileo I am a momber of the DBay of the District of Columbia,
I think 1¢ roquirses no logal tralning to flt the Negyro Press
into tho wording of tho Rulec goveralng admission to the
Periodical Press Callories., That rule states that the
'Exocutive Committee for the Pericdical Press Gallerios shall
see that occupation of tho gallerlos 1s confined to bona fide
and acoredited rasident corrcspondents, nows gatherors, o
roporters of reputable standling who yeproscnt one o mOrA
poriodicals which rogularly publish a substontlal volume of

. novws materilal of either gemsyal or of an ecconomic, industrial,
technlical, or trade character, published for profit and sup-
portod ohiefly by advortising, and owned anl operated in-

dopondently of any industry, businzoss, acsoclatlon, or institu-
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tion.!

Nothing is said about the size of the publicaticn -~ that
1t shall be called a magasine or tha{ it shall not be called '

. a newspaper. The torm perilodical appsrontly vefers to fre-
quenoy of publication on othep than & daily basis,

I trunt that ¢his Commigtee, in taking up this mat:ber
vith the couwyvazo end promptness it has shown, ¥ill not fall
into the errcy of mmking & moroe 'token gosture!, Thore oan
be no fresdom while unwarranted yostriotions are permitted to
ciroumvent tho exorcise of that frsodom.

WVhile I submit this statoment to tho Committee, I shall
be present at the hearings and shall bo pleased to testilfy

. orally and answor such questions &8s the Committee may wish
to ask."

Senator Lcdge: Mr. Chalrman.

The Chairman: Sonator Lodge.

Senator lodge: The statemcnt 15 true, thon, that sub-
stantially speaking, you represont tho only daily Negro mwus-
pspor in the country?

Mr. Isutier: That is correct.

Senator Xnowland: Having tolegraphic service?

Mr. Isutior: That 1s ocorreoct.

. Senator Lodge: A real nouspapar.

Mr. Lautier: That 18 right,

The Chairman: Mp. lautier, you stated that you arc
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regularly admitted with the White House correspondents?

Mr, Leutier: That 18 corrcct, sir.

The Chairman: Did I roead rocently that you had weceived
son® specisl mwntion at the hands of tho Prosident of the
United States?

Mr, ILsutler: I‘ vas the runner-up for objective report-
ing in the Wondell L."r!illkie Avards for Nogro Journalism,

The Chairman: Prosented by whon?

Mr. lautlor: By the Presidont.

The Chairman: To whom?

Mr, Loutier: Tho £irst awvard went to Mr. Ralph latthows
of tho Afro-Amoricen Nouspapers, and I recoived honorable
. pention as the punnor-up.

The Chairman: Thenk you, sip,
Mr. Iautier: Thanlk you, sir.
The Chairmen: The Standing Committeo of Correspondents
has submitted a statoment. Who i1s horo to testify for the
Standing Coumitteo?
Mr. Bancoroift: I am, Serator.
The Chalrman: Will you take the witness chair, plosse?
Will you give us your namo?
= STATEMENT OF GRIFFING BANCRONT,
. Chairman, Standing Committece of Correspondonts,
Washington, D, C.
Mr. Banoroft: Iy neme 1is Griffing Bancroft. I an

correspondent for the Chicago Sun, and Chairman of tho Standing

T S ———
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Committeo of Correspondents.

Hoe have here a statemont which I ould very much like
to read, vhioch is signed by &ll monboers of ow sommitioe, five
meupera .

Senator Bricker: Is that this statemont that I have here?

Mr. Banoroft: Yes.

The Standing Committee of Correspondents welcomos this
opportunity to make a public statenont on the ocase of Nr.
Iouis R. lautier, correapondent for the Atlanta Daily World
and the Hegro Newspapor Publishers Assoclation, an associa~
tion of weokly nowspeper publlshers. Mr. lausier's applica-
tion for mexborship in the Congressional Pross Gallowrlas was
. rejocted by a fouwr to cne vote of the cormittce on March &,

1947,

As tho Rules Cormittoo 1o well eware, tho 3tanding Com=
mittee 1s charged by Congress with control of the House and
Jonate pross galleries, subjoct to approval and supervision
of the Spoaker of the House of Repwesontetives and your com-
mittce. A principal funotion of our coumittee 1s to pass
upon applications for membership in the two pross galleries,
under rules of Congress published in the Congressional Direot-

‘ ory.

Those rules clearly limit mombership in tho preas gallenr-

iss to carrespondents whose chiof attontion is givon to daily

nouspapers. The Rules spouk for themsolves, But that this

,__“
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vus and is the intent of Congross we belleve there can be no

doubt. In recognition of that situation, Congress created

the separate radio and psriodicel correspondentts galleries, °
. wWo emphasize this point for tvo reasonss

1. There has been much misunderstanding, oven among
newspapermon, of the simple fact that the press galleries
historically have boen maintained to provide facilities
for the daily - not the veekly ~ piross,

2. fToday, more than evew, working space for daily ocor-
rospondents 1s acutely limited, The press galleries ars faced
with the same space problem wvalch troubles Congress. Our
problem is greater in the sanse that any added gallery space

. yould have to be found within tho Capitol itsolf, rather than
in an edjoining building. And the problem is growving every
day. Whon the present rules woro adopted, the galleries had
approximtely 200 membsrs., Tcday that list totals more than
700. This is ths compelling reason for the comritteot's
adhorence to the rules,

As ¢o the speoific case of Mr. lautier:

Wo regrot that & cherge of color dlscriminstion has baeen
raised,

It 18, of courso, not true.

. The present Standing Cormittee, which took office in
January, made a consclientious affort to obtain all the avail-

able facts in Mr. lautler's case. Tho appllicant was given a

m
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personal hearing which he has stetod vas “oxhaustivo apd 2. ‘-
dial."

His appliocation appearoed to be a ronewal of o ¢ase veject-
od by two previous Standing Committecs in the past four years.
But the present committoce wished to cheok for conclusivo nevw
information vhich might entitle him to admission.

Aftver this hearing and a caroful consideration of all
the faots which could be cobhtained, tho comultteo by & me jorlty
voto of four to one »rojooted Hr. Iautier's application.

The decision was based upon the ovideance and was in ful-
fillmont of the Tosponsibility vested in the Committee by
Congross. The committoe malkos no apology for that decisliom,
. Roitheor would it contond thst 1t 18 aa all-tlme ansuor to

the problom suggosted by the fact that to date no Nogro
nowspaper correspondont has boon admitted to tho Congeoessional
pross gallories.

The present Standing Cormmlttes wishes to emphesize that
1%, too, is opposed to discorimination against any corroespordent
for any reason. It is unfortunate that the only colored
epplicants for edmission to the dsily galleries have boen
correspondents whose applications wore denled on the ground

‘ that their chief attention was dovoted to weekly newspapors.

If ARny one of the daily nowspapors enmploying colorod

corraspondents should scek edmission of such men, it 18 a safe

assumption thag thoy would be acerodited.

IlIllIIllllIllI-IllIIllIl-lllllIlIl-IIlIlllIlIlII--------.--..-.-....
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Perhaps that would be & fairer test of this coummittee!'s
sincerity on tho question of color disorimination, 1f any is
nooded .,

’ Four monbers of the committee of five voted to reject
M. Laut;.or's application bicause they wore convinced fronm
the applioant's own testimony and othor evidencs that his
chief attontion is devoted to the group of large, weekly
colored newspapors in the NNPA, ratber than ¢o the Atlanta
Daily Vorld.

Chailrman Banoroft, who dissented from this view, voted
to admit Mr, lautier. The ochalvrsn held thet Mr. Lautior was
a bona fido ocorrespondont of the Atlanta Dally World ant

. thorofore wes ontitled to adnission. He also contonded that

since Mr. lsutier himself tost¢ifled that the majority of his

incoms came from the daily newspaper this should cstablisk
that under tho rules his chiof attention was dovoted to thag
paper. Mr. Bencroft also held that bscause tho Negro press is
pirsdoninantly weekly rather than daily, it should not be

deniod access to the Senate snd House prauss galleries. e

took the position that the comittee would be justified in

styetching 1ts yules, if necessary, to meet the special prob-
lom of thoe colored press,
The quostion vas debated at length. The rosultant deoci-

sion represents an honost difforence of opinion.

Drlofly the majority oconclusion vag buscd lzypgoly ca thesc

M
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points:
1. We. Lautlor soid ho vas hcead of tho IMWPA buroaun in

. Washingtoa, serving oapproximatoly 16 motropolitan weeklios
with an es¢imagod total circulation approaching three million,
and the single danlly, the A¢lanta Daily World. My, lautier
said ho did not knov the oiroculation of the Daily World. The
comitteo understands 1ts circulatlon 1s betwson 2,000 and
3,000,

2. Coplop of tho Deily World submittod by Mr. lautler
oad carrying his by-line stcrlos from Washington idongified
him 1in evory instance as the NHPA correspondent -~ no¢ 0s
corrospondont for the Daily World.

. 3. Mr. lautler told the cormittes that in January this
yoar his salary fronm tho two sourcos uas reoarranged vithout
any ovorall increaso. He said he now racelves 55 percaent of
his vookly salapy from the Daily World ard 45 porcont fyom
the HNPA, 1instead o ¢ previous 50 percent from each. Yo ex-
plaiasd this resulted fronm staff changos in the NNFPA office
in Washington. These ochangos left Mr. lautler, the burcau
head, rocoiving loss compensation fyom NIPA than & subordinate
on his staff, The majority docision 4id not turn on the

. questlion of income, although this was considercd, but on the
fundamental question of chief attentlon.

The cormrittee m2 jority could not escape the concluslon

that lr. Loutier!s ohlef attention was boing given to tis

-
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wooekly newspapers.

In the light of this information and the NWPAts own
direot efforts in the past to obtain press gellery admission,’

‘ 1t appeared to the majority thet the Tautler application was,
in fact, enother off'ort to obtain yecognition for the wooklies,

Tho majority did not foel that 1t could sanction circum-
vontion of tho gnllery »ules in this caso any more than in any
other,

The coumittee decision uas not intonded to prejudice or
roflect upon the right of weokly neuspapsrs to seek faclli~
tles for the coverage of Congross., It agrees that undeyw
oxisting rules propor foolilities for tho coverage of Congreas

. aro denied to representatives of an important wmodium of
publis information -~ ths wookly press,

At the same time, tho ocormmittee realized that due to
physiocal apace limitetions, gallery faocilities cannot ond
should not be thrown open to £ll comers, Xt seems to theo
commitiee impossible to attempt to provide facilitles for
weokly neuspapors on an individual basis, It dbelieves, how-
ever, that some facillitles should be provided for bena fide
ropresentatives of assoclations of the veokly press who ac-
tually nesd these faollitios. It believes thaf this numbey

. should bo srall, and in no ovong should their admission in
eny way intorfero vith facilities required by the daily press.

It suggests that rules could provide for tho admission

—_~___—_______’_—_
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to some gallery facillities for ons or two repressntativos
each of bona fide assoolations rogulerly sorvicing Congres-

' sional news to groups of weekly neuspapors with large aggrs- -
gate cirounlations.

The committoe f'eels that some such limitatlons are
necessary in oxder ¢o prevent the possi'ble‘ influx of masses
of oorrospondonts who really do not need gallory faocilities,
bu 1¢ feols that within such linitations, all of thoso
actugally in necd of facllities to cover Congress should bo
provided for.

Whether tho above suggosted changos in rales sheulld be
applicable to tho pross gallery, tho poriodical gallery, or,

‘ po3sibly to a now gallory exclusivoly for the weekly pross,
pose questions which would have to be dotormined.,

With this in mind, and with it also in mind that cave
should be takon to seo that thoso nsceding coverage faclilitles
aro included and those not noeding them aro not, the committeo
rocomronds that a specilal cormltteo consisting of one wombor
of the Senate Rules Committse, two mombors of the Stonding
Coxmitteo of Correspondents, and two membors of the Exscu-~
tive Commlttoo of the Feriodical Pross Galleries be nmamad

o and instructed to roport in not to exceed one month with a
hg fls draft Tor changos in the rules &s suggested sbove.
This 1s signed by the Standing Committeo of Correspondents,

Griffing Bancroft, Chailrman; Willlam Theis, Secretary; Don
Veprer, Morren Tevo, and ¥lliem D, Siesaon.

,g_—'———-—-—“n.—____—
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LHG Senatoyr Lodge: Mr, Chairmen.
The Chairman: Senator Lodge.
. Senator Lodge: Referring to the statemert on pgie 3 of
your prepered remarke, concerning the clrculation of the Atlante
Delly “orld, did youv hear Mn. Lautier's testimony?

Mr. Bancroft: Yes I d1d, Senator. This was based on our
records for the hearing that ~e had with M,.. Lautler,

Senator Lodre: Do you accept that figure he gave Tronm
Edltor and Publisher?

Kr. Banoroft: I haven't seen 1t, I have heard only his
testimony. Yes; I would suggest that the Edltor and Publigher
was the best euthority on clrculation, although that, I under-
stand, elso includes weekly clrculation. I am not sure, though,
I heven't seen it. (Copy handed to Mr. Bencroft)

Mr,. Lautier: That 1e the dally circulation,

Mr. Baneroft: Yes, I would certainly say that that is
the best evidence of clrculation. "e d1d not have that evi-
dence when this statement was orevared.

Senator Lodge: Thank you,

The Chalrman: Ny, Banoroft, in your stetement you sald:

U“The chairman (which is yourself) held that Mr, Lautier wes

. a bona fide corresvondent of the Atlanta Daily 7Jorld snd there-
fore was entlitled to 2dmission.” Have you changed your view
on that?

Ur. Bancroft: ¥o, I have not, Ssnetor, I bLelleve he 1s

,—-lm_
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2hg entitled to admission, But I would like to say, although
I wee ontvoted by the Committee, that I belleved then and
8t111l belleve that Mr. Lautier should be. aimitted as a repre-
‘I' sentative of a dally paper, btut that regardless of 7hat might,
be done in that case, that would stlll not solve the oroblem
wvhich, in my opinion, 1is to get facllities for the Negro press,
and the Negro prese is chiefly weekly, end Mr, Lautleris ad-
mission as a representative of only one dally would vrovide
fecllities only fTor that one deily &énd the particular weeklles
that he represents, It would not by any means, it seemo to
me, vrovide facilities for ell of the Negro press vhich I be-~
lieve should be providedl, nd the Committee wes unanimous in
. 1ts reoommendation that s draft of the yrules be v rxed up to
chenge the ruleg so that faclilltlies could be vrovided for the
weekly pavpers.

The Chalrman: Since Mr, Latier doee reoresent the only
daily colored paper with telegranhioc service, 1t would ocere-
talnly answer that question to have him admitted, would 1t not?

My, Bancroft: It would answer the question for that one
newspaper,

The Chalman: And there is only one dally Negro paver?

My, Bancroft: Only one daily. But it would not enswer

. the question of the bulk of circulation of the Negro vress,
which is weekly.

Senator Knowland: You wouldn't feel, would you Hr,

h—-—-—“
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Bancroft, that you conld aimnit the representatives of oms
oart of the ~ekly voress wilthont maxing the frcilitles ervall-
able for the rest of the weekly press, 1f you started tsking
them in in the Senate Pregss Gallery?

¥y, Bancroft: As suggested here, I think we woull be
Justified in »riting in limitatlons so a8 not to rdmit the
repregentatives of individual eekly paoeras., That, I believe,
would be disastrous,

Senator Knowland: BDBut 1f youn opened it up for weekly
navere you would have o open 1t up for assoclationg of all
tyoes of weekly papers, 1 take 1t?

Mr, Bancroft: It seems to me ~ I a&m not a legislative
coungel ~ % it seems to me that a rule could be so érewm to
cover legitimate, bona fide peners needlng telegraphic cover-
are, or needlng news covernge of Congress, #nd that the rule
could be written in such a way that i1t would limit it. That
weg the reason Por trying to delay 1t a month, en’ getting
the Feriodiocsal Gallerles ¢n? oureelves and somehody from yomr
Committee —ho would yrobadly have to act as a moderator, to
work out a rule that would cover these peéople who we feecl
reelly need it, &nd at the sane time would not open the doors
to ¢ lot thet wouldn't need 1.

Senator Knowland: Let m2 ask you this question. I take

it that My. Leutler le not the only verson rho has aopllied

for sdmisel e Ceny e b
< 3edoen to the P)C‘ﬁg GQL_,.&I\)\’ 110 hes becn turned down?
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Mr. Bancroft: Well, he 1s the only one whose nouplication
got along far enough before our committee - vhich took office
only 1n Januery ~ to be turned down. He is the only one that
our committee has acted upon, There 1s an apolication that
was not complete and was sent beck, of snother Negro assoola-
tion servielng woekly papers - the Associated Negro Press, 1s
1% not?

Kr. Lautier: That 1s right. The sponlicetion you hal the
evening I waa with you was from }w. Ernest Johneon, who 18 no
longer --

Mr. Baneroft (Incerposing): We have one now from Mis
.11ce Donnelly. I belleve that is an organization similer
< the Negro Newspaper Publishers Assoclation - Mr, Lautier
crn correct me If I em wrong - and 1t 1g my feeling that they
are both entltled to representation in the Press Galleries,
st that by 2dmitting Mr, Leutier while we might cover one
of them because he works in a dual capacity, we would not
tvlve the problem of the other, ‘

Senator Knowland: I em not referring to the time only
¢ince your ccmnittee took offlce, but during the 7?9th Congress,
for ingtonce, did you heve aoplicants - I em not speaking now
Jurt of Negro anplicants - hut other avplicants who were turned
iown beceuse they 414 not comvly with the r .".es of the fenate
or of the Press Gallery?

Vs, Bancoroft: Yeg indeed.
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bhg Senator Knowland: Ccould you give us an indicition o
gome of those, and on what basis they were turned dowvm?

. Mr, Banoroft: ‘ell, of course when the Periodlcel Gal-
leries were set up, all of those peovle whose chief attention
weg devoted to magezine work were excluded from the Press
Gelleries, amd the old committee sdopted, and our committee re-
affirmsl, & rule against any dual membershlp. That is to say,
1f a man worked for a magazine &nd a daily newspaner he could
not be in both galleries.

Sgnator Knowland: Have you had cases where they hove ape
plied for membership in hoth galleries?

Mr, Banoroft: Yes, we have,

. Senator Knowland: And they have teen turned down?

Mr. Baneroft: Yes,

The Chairman: In both instances, on both grounds?

Er. Bancroft: No, we have turned down those who have
gone into the Perlodlical Galleries. 1In Mr. Lautier's crce he
wig not admitted to the Perloilcal Gol leries.

The Chaf@rman: Are there any colored correspondents ade
mitted to the Periodical Galleries now?

Mr. Bancroft: The Chalrman of the Executive Committee of

. the Perlodieal Calleriles 1s here,

The Chairman: 'Yill you give your neme and vosition for

ther record?

Mr, NeNemghton:  Frenk Heleughton,, Chailrman of the Ex-
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ecutive Committee of the Periodical Corresvondents Assoclation,

This is a little bit embarassing to me, My. Chairman and
members of the Committee. Our committee voted last week -~ we
don't ordinarily announce admissions - but we voted last weék.
to edmit the Washington reoresentative of Oyr World, a colored
magazine published in New York, with a clrculation of 250,000,
and he 1s duly aoccredited now.

The Chalrmen: And he is the first colored man who has
ever been admitted to the Press Ggllery in any c apaclty, is
that true?

Mr. Bancroft; To the best of my knowledge, Mr, Chalrman.
We have followed & pollcy of not announcing either accentancge
or rejection of spplicants, oo we have male no announcement.

Senator "herry: Mty I ask a question?

The Cheirman: Yes,

Senator Therry: So that I cen understand the mechanics
of this thing, how large 1s the Press Gallery and how many
w11l 1t seat? I am telking about dally newspspers.

Mr., Benoroft: The dnlly newsvaper Press Gallery now has
a memberehip of approximately 700, a 1little more than 700,
That doesn't mean %o say thet all 700 are ever there at any
one time, I don*t know what we would do under such ciroume
atances,

Senetor Yherry: How many cen you seat in that Press Gallexry

today?
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Mr, Banoroft: HMr. Beckley, the Superintendent of the
Senate Press Gallery, can enswer that.

Mr, Harold R. Beckley: . About 93, Sencator,

Senator Wherry: They are all representatives of dally
newspapers?

Mr. Bagnoroft: Representing dally newspapers, yes. Of
cource the wire associatlions have a good many men representing
each wire association.

Senttor Yherry: Such as the Assoociated Press, United
Press and others?

Mr. Banocroft: That 1s correct.

Senttor “herry: What about these columnists, are they ad~
mitted?

My. Bancroft: 1If thelr columns are sold to & dally newge
oaper,

Senetor ‘therry: I don't quite get thot, You mean that
they are admitted 1f thelr column goes out in a dally newspaper?

Mr. Baneroft: ‘ell, moet of the columne are syndiocated
to dally newspapers and the columniste are accredited as repre-
sentatives of the syndicate which 1g --

Senator "herry (Interposing): “Which ir edmitted?

My, Banaroft: Yes.

Senst or Yherry: Do you think that that is more important

then &8 good weekly newspaper?

¥pr, Bancroft: 1 think they shoulg both be admitteq
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Senator Wherry: That waan't my question. Which do you
think is mors important, aome of these columns we get or a good
weekly newgoapem

Mr, Banoroft: I have friends in thisg business, Senator.
(Laughter)

Senator “herry: Have you recently turned down any appli-
cant reoresenting a dally paper?

Mr. Bancroft: No; no one has been turned down that clearly
represents a daily paper.

Senttor Wherry: You take them in =hether you hawe room for
them or not?

My, Banoroft: If it 1ls a bona fide daily vaper.

Senator “herry! And they take thelr chence of getting a
seat 1n the Press Gallery.

My, Banoroft: But we Imve taken orecautions to see that
they are really editorlal workers, that is to ey, that the
spplicant 1en't the boss' secretary or eomeone like that who
merely wante to get a free copy of the Directory.

Senator ‘therry: I understand that. If you did broaden
this thirng and pe rmit weekly vapers to come in -

Mr. Bancroft (Intermposing): That 1s what we are suggegt-
Ing.

Senator “herry: YWould they then come into the seme Press
Gallery or would you wsnt additional space, a a separate gellery?

¥r. Bancroft: Those three alternativee are mentioned in
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3hg my statement as something to be worked out, I% would depend
on the number of them, but I think we would orobably be rfter
you for additional space 1f the number turned out to be con-
sldereble. But our feeling 1s thet a rule ocould be =ritten to
get those in vho reslly need 1t, and that that number would be
small,
The Chalrman: Well, 1t 1s your belief, isn't 1t My,
Bancroft, that this man 1s a bone flide reoresentative of a
daily paper, and 1f he was admitted that would not demand in-
creased aspace of any kind?
Kr. Bancroft: That 1e my vosition on this perticular ocase.
The Chelrman: Now are there any exceptions to your rule
‘ in the 700 that you have got there?

¥y, Bancroft: You mean are there an} who don't quallfy
under the rule?

The Chalirman: Yes.

Mr, Banoroft: Well, in my opinion no, although I will
sry that our committee took over in January; we inherited the
list, so to speak, and we htve not hal a chance or really
haven't undertaken to go through &nd comb the list of oll
those that vere repgular repeating members.

. Senstor Jenner: MNay I ask & questicn, Mr. Chairman?

The Chairman: Certeainly.

Sena%or Jenner: Ig clirculeticn any limitation to edmission?

Yr, Bancroft: No.

m
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Senator Jenner: In other words, a daily newapaper with
a circulation of 28,000 would be considered as eliglble?

Mr, Bancroft: Yes sir. There is no limitation on cir-
culation at oresent, olthough vhen we come to admitting weeklies,
as suggested here I belleve we would be Justified in writing
in som limitat fon. For dally papers it has not been done,

The Chailrman: If your ocontention were adooted, end this
one man representing the only one colored daily newsvaper in
the Unlited States wns admitted, 1t would not neceasitate the
changing of the rules, a additional space, 1sn't that true?

Mr. Banoroft: It would cover the one colored daily news-
vever, yes.

The Chalrmman: And there 1s only one.

Mr. Bancroft: That 18 correct.

The Chairman: That would anawer that oproblem.

Mr. Bancroft: Yes, but it would stlll leave you with the
problem of the weekly newspapers.

The Chalwuan: One of the columnsg indicated that you had
stretched the rule in behalf of favorites emong the men vho
have friends in the business. Do you know of ~ny case ‘~here
the rule has been stretched for older members?

Mr, Banecroft: Not to my knowledge; I dontt know of any.

The Chalman: For tht information of the committee, who
may not have seen thig, this controversy has vrovoked a oconsid-

ershle editorial ccmment, end I would like permls alon to put
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1ihg into the record three editorials on thig subject - one of.
March 12th, from the 7ashington Star; one of March 11th from
the Washington Poset; end onc frem the New York Herald Tribune
of March 7th, I would 1like to make them a part of the record
end I would also like to introduce for the record a telegram
from the Chicago Defender, signed by John H. Sengetack who 1s
cublisher of that parer and alsoc Chalrmen of Negro Newsvaver
éublieheva Assoolatlon Committee on Accreditation of Hegro
Corresvyondents to the Ccnprecsionnl Precs Galleries, I will
agk thet they be made a vart of the record at this point,

(The editorial from the Yashington Evening Star of March

12, 1947, 18 as foilows!)

. "THY NOT CHANGE THE RULE? The Standiing Committee of Cor-
regoondents, which mpllies the rules of Congrece governing the
edmipgsion of rejnorters to the tiouns and Senete vress gallerles
hne been made the target of criticism for refusing to ¥ atvretch
the rale® to permit the admlssion to the galleries of a MVegro
corresoondent, Loula R, Lautier,

The tenor of this criticis~, buttressed by & specific
accusatlon from Mr, Leutler, is that he was barred, ncet hecsuse
he i1s ineligibleunder a feir interoretation of the rules, but

‘ because he ig o Negro. %hatlever the merits or otherwisc of
thlis con%*ention - end the question iz one =hich cannot he

answered without knowing vhat w:.s in the minds of the members

of the cormlitteo - ¢ Tact renmzins that a strict apvlication

m
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of the pertinent rule would seem to Juetify the committee Qe-
clslon.

Mr. Leutler is a correspondent for both the Atlanta Daily
World, one of three dally Negro pavere in the country, and the
Negro Newspeper Publishers' Associetion, which services weekly
otoers, The appllocble gection of the rule governing admig slon
to the gallerles is that the €l igible ligt shall be comnosed
"only of persons whose chief attentlion 1s glven to telegrsphile
correspondence for dalily newspapers or newsveper associations
requiring telegrephic service." A majority of the committee
found, and the facts would seem to support them, that, strioctly
soeaking, Mr, Lautier 413 not met these requirements,

Having reached that conclusion, however, the committee
wag not restricted to a cholce between relecting Mn. Lautierts
applicttion or "etretching" the rule in his behalf,

Problems of thls sort are not sclved to any onel's azatile-
faction by stretchlng rules. . And the problem is a real one,
for there are comvelling reasons why the Negro press, nc lesse
than the whlte press, should have adequate rccese to the
sources of neéws in this country. Consequently, The Ster be~
lieves that the standing commltiee, instead of having been ocon-
tent merely to veto the spplict:ticn, should have pranted Mr,
Lautier a temporary card of admisslon, &and then should have
teken the initiative 1in asking Congress to revise the rules sgo

thet My, Leutler and others eituated like him cen beadmit ted
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13hg to the galleriee as a olear matter of right and not under the
shadow of =—hat would avpear to be a sort of gpecisl dispensa-
' tion. It 1a not yet too late to do thig, and 1t 1s to be hoved
thet the committee members will be nergueded that this is the
vige course and the falr one.

(The editorial of Mereh 11, 1947, from The Washington Post,
is as follows:)

The rule poverning admisslon to e congressional voress
gallerlies, as interpreted by the stending committee of corre-
spondents, operates in practice to exclude all Negro newsnaner—
men, The rule declares that "occup: tion of the gallerice is

. confined to bona fide corremondents of reputable standing in
their businesq who represent dally newspapers or newspaper
assoclatlone requiring telegrephic service" and that "persons
engaged in other occupations vhoge chlef attention is not given
10 e wspaper correspondence or to newsprpe r associations re-~
quiring telegraphic service ehall not be entitled to nimission
to the Ppress Galleriles." Last weell the standing committee of
corregpondents by a vote of four to one decided that Louis R,
Leutier, a Negro corresoonient for The Atlanta Dailly "orld amd

‘ for the Negro Newspaper Publishers Association, did not fulfill
these requirements.

“e think there 1s much Justification for the comvnlaint

wnich Nr. Loutler has token to the chatynan 0f the Senate Com-

L e ———
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l4hg mittee on Rules and Administration. "I can reeoch no other

conclusion," he protested, "than that race wué the decleive
factor." Certeinly Mr. Lautler possessed the qualification

. of "reputeble standing"; only a few days ago Presldent Truman
cited him for honoreble mention in prerenting the Wendell L,
willkie avards for outstending Negro Journeliem in 1946, Al-
though the Negro Newepaper Fublishers Association represented
by My. Lautier serves only weekly vapers, his earnings are
derived in major part from The Atlente Dally ‘Yorld, so that
he seems to come clearly within the category of those "who
represent deily newspapere or newspaper associations fequiring
telegrphic service." Certalnly his “chief attention" 1is

. glven to such service 1n at least the smme degree as a number
of white correspondents whose sdmisslon to the press galler-
tes goes unquestioned.

It is unnecessary, however, to impute raolal bias to the
standing commlittee of correspondents to see the injustice ot
the rule 1tself. No Negro has ever qualified under 1¢. And
very few Negroes could qualify even under a more liberal ine
teroretetion. For there are only three Negro newspapere which
oublish d+¢1ly. The hulk of the Negro vress, devoted to pub-
lication of news of speclal interest to Negroes, is lesued

' weekly or semliveekly. The present rule denles these newspapers
any reprezent:t ion in the gelleriec and thus makes extremely

difficult for them the "courageous, constructive revortingt

"..'.'.-'."."""""""""""-'IllllIIl!l!IlI-llllIlllllllInlIllll-l-lI------
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15hg for which the President pralsed them 1in making the willkle
awverds, This 1s a denlal of opportunity which 1s not only un-
democratic but inimical to democracy.

(The editoriel of March 7, 1947, from the New York Herald
Tribune is as follows:)

NEGROES IN THE PRESS GALLERY, The Press Correanondentsa’
Committes in Weshington has barred by a vote of 4 to 1 the ap-
plicaetion of Louis R. Lautler, a Negro revorter, for admission
to the Congresslonel press galleries, Hr., lautier has been
barred from the Congressional vress gelleries on the ground
that his spplication faeiled to meet the rules, The facts are
. somevhat involved, mt My. Leutlier's income derives from cor-

~egoonding for "The Atlanta Daily Vorld" end for the Natlonal
Megro Prese Association, which serves news to the important
Negro weekllies.

In thile cese the stending committee reovresenting 700
corresoondents decided thet the reporterts "chlef attention"
was devoted to the second Job, which presumebly does not fit
under the restricting quelification that "occupation of the
galleries 18 confined to bona fide corresoondents of reoutabdle

. stending in their businees, who reprersent dailly newspavers or
newgoaosr assoclations requiring telegrrohlioc service.® And so
Mr, Leutler, like all orevious Negro aoplicants, 1s still on
the ontslde because he does rnot £it the rules, Interesting

f

|
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16hg enough, the committee chalrman, Mr. Griffing Banoroft, o
"The Chioceago Sun," although in a minority of one, voted to
&dmit Mr. Lautier. At least one man on the committee of

. five had his doubdts,
Only lastV week President Truman praleed the "courageous

and constructive" Negro prees as he presented the Wendell L.
W¥illkie awards for outstanding Negro jcurnalism, among them
one to Mr, Lsutier for objective reporting. One must wonder
at the curious contrast between these two events.
| The stesdlly imoroving Negro newspapers are eager to
get the news in ‘Vashington, and they ought to be welcomed,

If the rule e don't fit, then perhaps the rules ghould be

. chsnged.,

L

{The telegram referred to 1s As follows:)
CHICAGO ILL MAR 11 1947

HON C ‘YAYLAND BROOKS

"TASHINGTON DC

JORN H SENGSTACK PUBLISHER CHICAGC DEFENDER AND CHAIRMNAN OF

NEGRC NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSCCIATION COMMITTEE ON ACCRED1w

TATION OF MEGRC CORRESFCMDENTS TO THE COMNGRESSICNAL PRUSS

GALTERIES IN A STATEMENT TODAY SAID: GUOTE ALY NEZGRO NEYSPAPERS
. WILL FUSH RELENTLESS OUR JCINT EFFORTS TO CBTAIN IMXEDIATE

ADUVITTANCE FOR CUR CORRESPONDENTS TO THE CONGRISSIOMAL PRESS

GALLERIES, THIS DEPLORABLE VLACKLISTING OF THE NTGRO PRESS
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IN THE CONGRSSSIONAL PRESS GALLERIES IS A BLOT ON THE FRTEDO
CF THE AMERICAN PRESS AND WE (NEGRO FUBLISHERS) ARE TAKING
EFFECTIVE STEPS TO OBTAIN FREL ACCESS TO THE NEYS WE DTEPLY
APFREGIATE THE COOPERATION OF ALL NEWSPAPERS IN HELPING US TO

OBTAIN FAIR PLAY MAINTAINING THE FRZEDOM OF THY PRESS,

JOHR H, SENG3TACK.

The Chalrman: Are there any further guestions?

Senz.tor Ives: There 1s one question I would like to reige.
I took 1t from the information that you had there es to the
rengons why you did not admit Lir, Lan%ler, that 1t was vri-
merily beogauge you thought that the prepondorance of his work
wag with periodlcals or publicationc other than daily oubli.
cations, 1is that correct?

Mr, Bancroft: That 1s the position trken by the other
four members of the committee.

Sengt or Ives: That 1s whet I meent; I 4idn't mean you
personally,

My, Bancroft: Iwanted to say that the other four meﬁbere
of the committee, In view of the unususl situstion -here I am
here appearing ae chalrman and a minority of cne, that the other
four members havz designated & snokesmen for thelr voint o

view and any such queotlone cs tnhat I believe should be angwered

by him,

Senator Ives: I would 1ike to clear up thet question becruee
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Vb I tm golng to follow it with another one. .. .;
sensitor Holland: I would like to ask one queetiam~wh1ie
you are here, You spoke of the fact that there was Just one
lrily Hepgro vaner. You mesn that there was just one dally
“epro oaver which has requested these facllitles?

“r. Bancroft: That 18 correct, and Mr. Lontier testifled
vefore onr committee, es8 he d4id here, that 1t was the only
bona £ .de delly Hegro newepaper requiring telegranhic servioe,
the only one in the country.

STATEMENY CF VILLIAM THEIS,
Secretery, Standing Committee of Corresvondents.

Fr, Thels: W11l you repeat your question, Senator Iyes?

Senetor Ivea: The guestion I asked 1s thie: Wae one of
tr.e funismental reasong, in fect the beglc reseon, why you'deo
elined %o adnit Mr, Lautler, the fact that you belleved that
*he srevonderance of the work he 1s doing here 1e not with a
1n1ly newapaper, but with other periodilcale and publications
“¢r rvhigh he 'ritea?

Mr. Theig: Thet was the fundiamentsl reason sc far as the
“inal majority conclusion 18 concerned,

Sentt or Ivea: Ygu 4idn't deny the fact that he wes writing
f5r a dally publlcation?

M», Thels: Not at all,

Sem.tor Ives: Here 1s my next question. If he wers not

“riting for any of theee other publications, but were =riting




85
19hg for the dally one, woull you then aimit him?

Myr. Thels: If the circumstances end the facts were the
seme, end I hed to give a curbstone opinion, I think I would
vote in the affirmative.

Senc tor Ives: I mean assuming he wasg doing Jjust what he
is doing now for this dally paver, and nothing else, then you
would admit him?

Mr. Theis: That is right. The whole questicn turned on
"chief attentlon" to weeklles es against delly, and the majority
of the committee come to ome conclusion, that we felt by the
facts and all the indleations, that his “chief attention” in-
evitebly had to be devoled to this lurge string of weekly
‘ newgpnpe rg wlth rather prominent circuletion, rather than to

one dally whoee clrculation frenkly we cculdn't establish

finally.

I rent to add to the testimony on that polnt, that the

N. W. Ayer Yearbook doe¢s not list eny circuletion for the

Atlantae Deily World., However, I would ce~tainly be the last

one to question the figwes in Editor and Publiehér. The only

thing I 414 note, when I sew those fipures myself in thelr

new Year Book, was that the 28,190 firure 1a lilsted slso for
' thelr Saturday edltlon. MNow it could be that that 1s a joint

fizure; I frankly don't know,

Senntor Hollmd: Milght I ask you - 1s there something in

the rule thnt maies you feel Juastificd in maXinge the t)4
¢  thAne

| R EEE———
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stand or fall on this questlion o ‘"principal attention"?

My. Theis: Yes, the rule dlrectly refers to '"chief
attention', Section 3 of the Rules Governing Preas Galleries
reads: ~-

Senator Hollsnd (Interposing): “hat rule is that?

Mr, Theis: That 1s Section 3 of Rules Governing Press
Gslleries, found on péqe 769 of the Congresaional Direotory,
end it states:

3, Persgne engaged in other occupations whose chief
attention 1ls not élven to newspaper corresponience or to
newspeper aseoclatlions requiring telegraphic service” and so
forth. )

I might e3d that historicelly, if precedent means any-
thing, and we didn't conclude that 1t wns.flnel in this par-
ticular cace hecause we are & new comnlttee with our own re-
sponsibl 1itlies, but hlstorlcally these riles over the years
have been i1nterpreted in that way, and have applled across the
boerd to all cases, and when I aay "hlstorically"®, weekly newsg-
oaner reoresentatives have been excluded from the daily Préas
Galleriles. As our statement pointed out, the obvious result
of the. fact was the creatlion of the Perlodicals Galleries,
and a separate’Radio Preass Gallery, to meet the eneclal needs
of other than daily newspapers.

The Chailyman: May I ssy for the benefit of the committee

that the stending mulees of the Senete do nrt eo oyovide, The
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witness 18 telking now ahout the rule promulgated upon the.
rules of the Senete, &nd in the rules of the Sair te themselves
there is the provision, "They enall make such regulations
resvecting the reporters! gallerles of the Senate, together
with the adjoining rooms and facllitlee, as wlll confine
their occupanecy and use to bona Tile reporters for 3slly news-
psperg, to bona flde reoorters of newsg or press asgocietions
requiring telegraoh service %o thelr membership,”

So thers 1s no rule in the Standing Rules of the Senate
requiring that the dally newespaper have telegrcphic servige;
1t is an interoreteticn by the committee that male and pro-
mulgated the rule besed upon the oririnal rule that has no
euch reference,

¥r. Thels: ifr. Chairman, I would only llke to suprest
that what yon refer to sns the "promulgated rule" spparently 1s
the rule which applies to both the House and the Senate., Thisg
18 not strictly a Senate matter. Our &ction in the Lautler
ct se denied him eccess to the Houce Presgs Gallery as well ag to
the Senste, and the rules listed in the Congressional Directory
are thoee sligned by both the Speaker of the Hcuse and approved
by the Senate Rules Commitiee. So we are bound to feollov the
combined rules covering the t70 orece galleries becsuge any man
aimitted has access to both galleries,

The Chalrman: Are there any further questions? If not

will the Chalrmen of the Periodlcal Press Galleries, for the

-
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22hg pumoa.e of the record, give us the name of the man he tal ked
gbout &8 bsing recently admitted?

Mr. McNaughton: The correspondent was Perclval S, Sprattis,

‘Ip washington representative of Oyr World, a magezine, The deois-
lon was unanimous.

I would 1like to clea up one other thing, Just as &
matter of physlcal faclillities, we hoave a small workroom on the
3enate side which was aovided-only thls year. Ye hrve eight
seats on the Senate plde. ¥e heve a small workroom on ﬁhe
House gide whilch was formerly used by the House Radilo Galléry.
We heve six seats there, There are some 160 members accredited
to the Callery to claim those slx seats. So we hrve owr

. problems, On special days we have to ratlon tickets severely
and meke an arbitrary deoision to let only those publications
vhich are the moet entlitled claim the tickets.

The Chalrmen: Thank you, sir,

lir., lMclNaaghton: May I add one other thing, Senator
Brooke?

The Chairman: Yes lndeed.

Mr. McNaughton: T think that the Perlodicel committee
wouid like to Jjoin with the Delly Pregs committee in recommend-
ing thet some egtudy of this be made beceuse 1t reslly iz a Job

. to find facilities for everyone, and at the seme time insure
complete Justlce &l1l the vay round, We are willing to serve

on such a commnittee A1f 1t 1s the degire of the Rules Committee
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23hg that thet be done.
The Chairman: I would like to make this observotion

. to both the committees, that now that you are so generous in
venting to conduct a hearing to eimit various epovlicants from
a totally different segment of the press, would you also be
willing to share a part of the workroom we have provided for
you, and a nortion o the seats you now occupy, 1if e take
up more space for them?  You see that is my oroblem.

Yy. Theds: That 1s our problem too, Sensator.

The Chalrman: What you are asking to do now is to dring
in a totally éiffer-nt problem that you could avoid very eag-~
ily by adimitting one man who repreeents & bona filde 1aily

. Negro paper, even though he does engage 1in reprecenting some
weekly papers - but it is o1l dlseemination of news.

Mr. Bancroft: That wouldn't be the final answer, would it
Senator?

The Chairman: It stiil len't the final mswer, ut Af
you had the space to vrovliie that the veriollcerls wers enxious
for me to find for them - there 1gntt pnveicrl soeoce in this
Capltol bunilding to mrovlide all the facilities for everybody
1f you xeep on extending 1%, I em saying to you gentlemen

. agnin thet you can very easily answer thls question by aimit ~
ting one man until the other questlon comes up, ani thet will

come up 1in the remodelling of the Senate Chamber and vhatnot.

My, Bpnerofui I am in agreement with you, I was for ad-
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mitting that one man, but I should think that would etill .
leave the other problem which should be studied, snd ~hich 1is
vhat we suggest, thet 1t be studled jJointly by your committee
and our two commlttees.

The Cha irman: I understand your contention, amd I hope
you understand mine.

Mr. MoNaughton: May T supgest this, Senator Brooks, that
if the dally commlttee thinks & shorter time would be prefer-
able, we ought to be able to reach some agreement and then re-
vort back in two weexs,

¥y, Banoroft: Our commlttee agreed %o a time limit: of a
month,

The Chaiman: Is there anything further to be added?

If not, 1s the Archlitect of the Capitol, Mr. Lynn present?

Mr. Lynn: Yees sir,

The Chalrmen: Will thoee who wish to leave at this time
please i o s0 in order that we may oroceed,

Mr, Lynn, it has been brought to the attention of the
Chairmen, and through him to members of the committee, that
there has been evidence of dlscrimination in the uee of res-
taurante in the Capltol orovided for employees of the Senste,
or individual Senators. I wigh you would give usg your undenr-

stending of whati the rules are in reference to that.
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26hg STATEMENT OF DAVID LYNR,
Architeot of the Capitol,
accompanied by
D. V. DARLING,
Superintendent of Restaurants.

Mr., Lynn: I have a short statement which I would like
to make for the record.

The law hae required the Architect of the Capitol to
operete the Senate Restaurants for the United States Senate
slnce September 16, 1942,

The law further requires that the Archlteot onerate the
restaurents under policles approved by the Senate Committee
on Rules.

During the war, due to limited help, food and Aining ac-
. commodations, the Rules Committee adonted the nolicy thet the

usé of the Senate Restaurantc be restricted to Senators énd
Rapresentatives and thelr pueots, oflicers snd employees of
Congress, pergong summoned to appesr before committees of
Congress requiring thelr presence in the Canitol or Senate
Office Bulildings, md the Proge,

There have been no restrictions imposed with resgpeoct to
color, race, or oreed.

Due to the gcattered phyeical layout of the Senate Reg-

‘ teurents enl the excesslve turnover in help under lebor con-

ditionc thet heve existed for the past four or five yemrs, 1t

has been 31ifficult to enforce these repulations 10C ner cent;

but every effcrt has been maic to do so, and the Architect
¥
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has attempted %o correct any infractions called to his attenticn.

Congressman Powell of Now York and his gueste hawe dined
on a numher of occasicns 1n the Senate Restaurant,

There huve been instances when both white snd colored
oergone have been denied admlasion to the restaurants contrary
to these regulations, but this has generslly been due to lack
of propser employee or guest identification, or other mipunder-
standing.

The Chairman: Have you texen eny stenc to correct the
cauge of those misunderstcndings, such ae instructing all of
your employees that there 1s to be no diacrimination betwaen
employees of the fenate, or the Cenators, in facilitles oro-
viZed for thelr eating?

Ny, Lynn: I think I have instructed our mensger to that
effect,

The Chalrman: Then if I understand 1t, there is no rule
denying a o reon, because of hls color, his race or his creed,
admission, 1f he 1s an employece of the Senate or an emnloyee of
a Senetor, or cores within the cstegories outlined by you in
your statement?

M», Lynn: That 1s correct.

The Chalrman: You used the -xoreselon "lack o¢f oropey
employee or guest ldentificetion, or other misunderstanding®

In such instcnces have you taken any stens to sée that the cause

of thet misvnderstaniing was corrected?
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Mr. Lynn: 1 have talked with.the Superintendent of
Resteurants on numerous occaslons ahout the few instances
where people have been denied edmission, end I think that he
hag corrected that.

The Chairman: The Supevintendent of the Restaursnis is
Mr. Dgrling?

Mr. Lynn: Mr. Darling, yes sir.

The Cha irman: Mr, Dariing is here, lir. Derling, may
1 agk you what steps you hse teken to eee that such instanoes
ic not occur ae vould cause misunderstanding?

Senator lyers: Mr. Chalrman, might I intermupt?

The Chelrman: Yes.

Senator Myers: lave there been comnlaints? I wondered
1f there had been speciflic comdlaints, snd whet wes the reason
for this interrogation.

The Chalman: Yeg, there have been.

Senator lyers: ilave they been hrought to the attenttion of
the full committee, together with the nature of the complalnt?
I am totally unaware of the reasons for this interrogation,

The Chalrman: The mos% recent one that was brought to my
attention wns the instance where en employee who was brought
to Weshington by myself, a colored war veteran, a boy who was
e greduate not only o high echool but of two years of college,
a boy who hal three yesrs in the gervice, who ent into not the

Senate Cafsterla, buf the 1little luncheonette, rnd the waltress
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28hg told him he shouldn't eat there. He asked to be served, cnd
+ag, end when he left I thought that thies was the time to
clarify these rules now go that we don't heve instances that
mirht ocauge emberassment,

Senator lMyers: Mr, Chalrman, I am in total serovd with
your view that there should be no such discrimination, but
has that act respulted in thls hearing, the attemot to disorimi-
nete ageinst thils one individual; hes that resulted in this
hearing?

The Chairmen: This prrt of the hearing hes resulted from
thet as & orecautlon thet we don't have something more drastic
ogeur,

. Senator !lyera? ““hen that incldent oocurred 4id you
diescugs 1t with the Apchlt<ct and these other gentleman, end
wgg the matter brought to thelr attention, end 214 they explain
to you -~

The Chairman: The restaurant brought 1t to the attention
of my office, 1f I recall correctly, and for that veason I
thceuerht we had better have an undevstanding now, for the commit-
tee to decide the matter.

Senetor lyers: There wes no convergstlon between yourself

. end the Architect or the Superintendent of the Restaurants
ae to this incident, but upon the hapvening of that incident

thls comnitiee was convened to investigate thet case tnd deter-

’ ¥
mine ~hether other euch cases have Occurrei in the restaurants?
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The Chairman: Not only that, but since we are on this
queetion of the admission of Mr, Lautler, end this conmittee
is convened, I thought 1t prover to bring it to your attention,

Senator Myers: I again pursue my originri questlion. Had
you, Mr. Chairman, dlecussed 1t w=ith Nr. Lynn before this
hearing?

The Chairman: No, I had not.

Senator Myers: Or with the Superintendent of Restaurants
befxe this hearing?

The Chairman: No, I had not.

Senator Myers: That is all, I Just wanted to acquaint
myeelf with the background.

Senator Holland: I would like to ask a question if I
might. Does the Architect of the Czpltolhave Jurisdictlon
over the cafeteria iln the Senate Office Building the same as
with recpect to the restaurant in the Capitol?

My». Lynn: That is correct.

Senator Holland: Over both?

#r, Lynn: Yes, but the Commlttee on Rules reteins the
policy meking with ressect to both the cafeterias and the res-
taurants.

Senator Holland: Has there been any other 1natahce called
to your attention since this Congress met than the one that
Sens tor Brooks Just mentioned?

fr. Lynn: % remember one instance where we hed a letter
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from Senator Mead on February 24, 1945 ~-

Sent.tor Hollard (Interposing): Then your answer to my
questian would be no?

My. Lynn: Xes.

Sennttor Holland: There heag been no ccmplaint other than
this since thle new Congrees convened?

Mr. Lynn: No sir, no! sincs the new Congress.

The Chairman: Are there any further cuestiong?

Senator Myers: I think you were ebout %o guegtion the
Suoerintendent of Restaurantas, Mr. Chelrman, when I interrupted
you.

The Chalvman: I wondered if he had instructed the employees
of the verious restaurants thet there ghould be no dlserimi-
nation.

Mr, Darling: Y-g sir, I have.

The Chalrman: Are there any other queetilons?

ure Darling: 1 would like to ajd something if I meay.
“Mhen this incident happened 1t was purely s misunderstaniing
on the part of a new employee or it would never have havvened.
She wag unacougtomed to sceinp the colored people come in and
when this men came into the luncheonette she w=es under the im-
oreselon, as most of them come 1n becauge they havnen to be
doing work, that they wonlén’t like %o sit down or be there,

rnd ghe thought that he wanted coffeeto take ont, At that time

1t wes hard to recure paper ;ocds and we had no ccnteiners to
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take out, and she wns confused end very busy at. the time.

As I say, she wasn't experienced, hedn't been there long,

and 1t was purely a misunderstanding.

Senator Holland: “there d131 this take place?

Mr, Darling: In the luncheonette in the Senate O0ffice
Buillding.

The Chailyman: ‘Well, you heve instruct ed your employees
now so that they are aware ol the exlsting rules?

fy. Darling: Yes sir.

The Chalirman: Thank you very much.

Senator Myers: Can you give assurance to the committee
that such lnoldeints will not henpen szain as far as you are
able to control them?

Mr. Darling: Yes sir, thet is positivel& true,

Nr. Lynn: &Hr, Chalmmean, we'have signs on the resgtaurant
doors %o the effect that the restaurents are for the Senators
and employees of the Senate only,

senator Knowland: They are not meant to be for the gen-
eral public,

My, Lynn: Ve decided on thnt policy during the war beceuse
of the shortage of food and the d1fficulty in getting the vrover
help, and we Just couldn'’t feed everybody thet wonuld come in,
m¢ heve puch a emall spece in the restaurants.

The Chairman: It 1s still %rue, ientt 1% thet you are

crowded every day in every restaursnt in the bulliaine
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Mr. Darling: Yes sir, preatly overtexed. We are doing
about three timpa‘the buginess we were doihg when we took over
the restaurante. ' '

The Chairmen: I might ety for the benefit of the members.
of the committee that that 1s one of. the vemgons.why I.recent-
1y introduced A bill which might oreate more Senate oo,
not only to have more office space but to save thé time of.
the ntaff who stand in line walting to get vroper food, and.
sspeolally when thers is the least bit of ﬂiedomfortiﬁg weathey
outelde it ig almost impoesible, for some of them to get served
in the building. I chall make the prover arguments at the
time, but thet is another reason why we ghould have larger
foeilllitias for the Senate and their stoffs and the emﬁloyees
of the Senate.

senator Myers: I think eQery membér of the Senateﬁill
be havoy to Join with you on that,

Senator Bricker: Does the proposed plan for repair of
the Senate Chamber glve.eny péssibility for inoressed epacé
for the press?

The Chalyman: The Architeot csn give you first-hand in-
formation on that. He 1s in charge of that. You mipht give
us the benefit éf your'au%ve§; ﬂr. L§nA; 7

Mr., Lynn: The improvements Wwill be confihed to the present
Chsmber. |

Sepntor Bricker: There will be no added seats under the
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' 33ng present plans?

Mr. Lynn: No.

Senator Holland: Mr. Cheirman, do I understand thet thils
Negro who had the trouble thalt yon speak of is your emoloyee?.

The Chairman: Ile 18 en employes of the Senate, apvointsd
by me.

Senator Holland: Spesking only for myself I Jwt want to
gay one thing very briefly, and I hope 1% will not be misunder-
stood. T think that the two questions brourht up here are
two absolutely ceparate end indevendent questions, not at all
allke,

The f1 st question, the question of the revorter, I think
. lg a buslness question pure rnd simple, and that any pe rson

o fillg that positlon oni occuples that professlion enld busi-
ness, who le qualified under the rules to have the feclilltles

thet are made avallable 1n the gallery, chould be aimitted, I

dentt think there la any question at all about that.

This other gquestion I think 18 a question of an entirely
different character, having to do —ith the aimixture of the
reces ot an eating place, and I don't sgree at all that it 1s
a quegtion of t%iie erme kKind or quaility. I Just wanted to meke

. that statement, without any implications other than appear in
the words. 1In other words, I Go not egree that the two matters
are of the swme gort or could be considered at all as the same

question,



70

The Chalmmen! The chairman wonld 1lke to sry thet he
didn't sey that they were of like nature, tut while one ques-
tlon was being considered I thought this other ought to be
brought up, and I 4id 1t wilth the intention that in the Capitol
of the greatest free oountry in the world there shonld not be.
demonstrations of discriminstion, there should be no discrimi-
nation, and 1 wanted it brought before this committee at this
time so thnt we wouldn't have any demonstrations, we would
avold them by eetablishing what the rule 1s. Does the Senator
from Florida objeot to the rule?

Senator Holliand: lly feeling 1s that Af there are enough
members of theother race, the minority race, here to jJustify
1t and to require eating faclllitles, that we ought to meke
eating facllities avallable to them; I think they ought to be
of an equal kind &md character to thoce made avallable to the
membters of our race. I think that the most of the members of
the Negro race woull appreclate thegt treatment snd not consid-
er 1t dlecrimination. Ae far as I sm concerned I wouldn't for
a moment want to trespass upon thel r eeting olaces or their
soclal gntherings or any other 1eeting in vhich they soclally
met, exceot by invitation for scme varticular purpose., Like-
wige I think 1t 1g sound policy in a city and in an area where
the policy of separation of the races in soclal m tters 1s
observed, for us to make available equal faci lities, hut sepn-

siimdn Poaf M A =
arave J.uci Liuie».«.
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I em not going to make anything exoept Just a statement
of my own position on it., I do feel that that is the sounder
method of epproach, and I do wamt to make it very clear that
the two questione are, in my judgment, entirely different
questions, different in kind and quality, eni I think would be
recognlzed €8 different by snyone who regards their intrinsic
cherac ter,

Senetor Hayden: To get back to the original matter, Mr,
Chalirman ~-

The Chairman (Interoosing): Before you get to thet may
I szy that the Chelr does not agree with the philosophy ox~
oregsed by the Senetor from Florida, and I repsat that in
the Capiltol of the greatest free country in the oorld we ceére
talnly should have no 3iscrimination in the Caoitol or 1%s sur-
roynd ing bulildings.

Senator Hayden: To get back to the press gallery situa-
ticen, I have been eround here some time and my obsgervetion has
been that in recent years the orese galleries of the House and
Senete hnave been used as a trd ning ground for young revorters
sent down here for a comparatlively ehort time to learn cout
Washington, &nd then they go bark and work on theilr paners.
The regult is that the quallity ot their renorting 1ls ncthing
to compare with thet of men who are familler with lepgislative

bodles, and legislative oproccdures, and a great deal of me-

repregentation o Congress huas occurred on that aceount., I
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36hg wonld suggest that one remedy for the overérowled coniltion of
the galleries would be that there be some requirement on the
oart of the prese assooclietiona that & man have eome years of
experienoe'in_the business before he 1s assirned as a reporter
in Vaghington. That would thin it do'm so that ingtesad of 1t
being & treining ground you would have better reporting, based
uopon nawgpapver exosrience,

The Chairman: That 1s aleso an expression of the pe rsonal
view of the Senator from Arizona.

Senator Hayden: Certainly, I em entirely responsible for
that statement,

Senator Holland: I wonder Af the Senator from Arizona has
eny ooinion on this mtter of making sevarate frcilitles avail-
eble to employees who need to be accommoiated heve in the
Canitol Bullding, of another race?

Senator Hayden: That 1s one of those questiong vhich deo-
pénﬂs upon the volume of traffic, If it 1s enough to mcke 1t
»orth vhile you would provide semarate focllities; AT 1% wasn't,
you wouldn't. That 1s the practical situation throughout the
United States.

Senator Khowland: Of course the practicel eiturticn, My,
Chairman, 1s that the rule states certain thinge, that eny en-
ployee of the Senate 1is entitled to use the facilitles, So I
take 1% that Af any propos:l was made to change the existing

rule 1% wonld have to be an smendment to the ruls, but that



37hg

&

under the rule as 1t now stands the position of the Chairmen
is well teken,

The Chalrman: That is my understanding,

senator Myers: Apparently the vurpose of the meeting was
to determine whather there was & violation of the Standing
Rule; that 1s the whole purnose of the meeting.

The Chairm&n:‘l wvanted to find out the rules, end Af the
ehipioyeee knew and understood what the rulea were.

We will now go into exeautive sesglon,

(Yhereupon, at 3:30 p.m. the committee went into exe-

cutive eesslon, which wae not reported).

l



