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and move
tion: | _ . Lo
; Resolped, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in-
structed to inquire into and report whether it is practicable
and éxpedienit to obtain the rights and privileges of settle-
ment and-of citizenship in any parvof this continent, or in
the adjacent islands south of the United States, for the
benefit of such free persons of African descent as may
chioose to emigrate thereto from the United States, or where
such emigrants may forn the tves into ind lent cot-

the previous question upon its adop-

read a first and second time, and referred to the
Committee on Commerce,

THE WAR.

Mr. EDWARDS, by unanimous consent, pre-
gented the following resolutions of the Legislature
of New Hampshire; which were read, laid on the
table, and ordered to be printed:

onié¢s under such protection a$ may secure thé—m from for~
eign molestation. :

Mr. COX. Dol understand that the resolu-
tion requires the Committec on Foreign Affairs
to report as to whether such a place can be pur-
chased, and the feasibility of removing the colored
peaple to such an istand? .

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order, as
the previous question is demanded.

r. COX. I would like to have the resolution
again vead. It seems to require a pretty large
'“91-‘,’“5" . L

he resolution was again read.

The previous question was seconded; and the
main question ordered, and being put, the resolu-
tion was agreed to. :

RETURN OF FUGITIVE SLAVES.

Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 desire to introduce a bill,

of which I have given previous notice, making it

- a penal offense for any officer or private of the
Army or Navy to capture or return, ot aid in the
capture ot return, of fugitive slaves. Itison the
same general subject as the bills and resolutions

which have been postponed until Tuesday next, |

and I ask that it may take the same course.
. The bill was read a first and second time, and
its further consideration was postponed until
Tuesday next.
- - REFERENCE OF PAPERS.
Mr. SHIEL submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to:

Resoloed, That the memorial of the Legistative Assembly
of Oregon, and the petition of Dantel Harvey and others,

and all papers relating to tlie Oregon City claim, in the
Stute of Oregon, now on file in the oilice of the Clerk of
this House, bé referred to the standing Committed on Pri-
vate Land Claims.

The SPEAKER, The Chair will state that,
under the rules of the House, papers can be with-
drawn from the files for the purpose of reference
at the Clerk’s desk at any time.

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS.

On motion of Mr. ALDRICH, it was

Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from
the files of the Hoitse of the afidavit and appraisal of Busil
Moreland, tn the Winnebago claim, and that the same be
returned to snid Morcland,

SLAVES IN SECEDED STATES,

Mr. CONWAY introduced a joint resolution
touching the subject of the treatment of slaves in
seceded States, which was read a first and second
time, and its further consideration postponed until
Tuesday next.

SURRENDER OF FORT FILLMORE.

Mr, WATTS submitted the following preamble
and resolution; which was read, considered, and
agreed to:

Whereas, in July, 1861, when in command of Fort Fill-
more, in New Mexico, Major Isnac Lynde, of the United
States Army, abandoned said fort, and shortly after the
abandonment, surrendered alatgely superior force of United
States troops under his command to an inferior foree of
T'exas troops, without firinga gun or making any reslstance
whatever ; and whereas it Is charged and helieved that stuch
surrender was the result of’ treason or cowardice, or both,
in which surrender other officers under him were also ¢on-
cerned: Thercfore,

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested, if not
incompatible with the public interest, to report to this
House what measures huve been, or ought to by, tken w
expnse ov punish such officers, now on parole, as were
guilty of treason or cowardice in such surrender, and 1o
relieve Irofn suspicion such as were frce fromn blumne,

UTAH CAPITOL.

Mr. BERNHISEL submitted the following
resolution; which was read, considered, and
agreed to:

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in-
strueted to inquire into the expediency of providing for the
completion of the territorial capitol of Utah,and that said
committec report by bill or otherwise.

COOLIE TRADE,

Mr, ELIOT, in pursuance of previous notice,
introduced a bill to prohibit the Coolie irade by

American citizens in Ame»rican vessels; which was *

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rtgc.muativcs %f
the State of New Hampshire in General Court convened:
That the contest now existing between the Governmentand
the disloyal peoplé that havé commenced an unjustifiable
and treasonable war upon its constitutional authority,
should be regarded by all loyal men not as a sectional war,
not an anti-slavery war, nor a war of conguest and subju-
gation, but simply and solely a war for the maintenance of
the Government, the suppression of rebellion, and the pres:
ervation of the magna charte of cur liberty and nautional
unity.

Resolved, That the State of New Hampshire pledges her
resources for the integrity of the Union, for the support of
Lhe Constitution, and for the enforcement of the laws of the
General Goverament.

Resolved, That the Constitution is the supreme law of
the tand, and that no Statehas theright tosecede therefrom
and dissolve the Union which that Constitution was made
to secure.

Resolved, That the duty of the General Government to

'| suppress all attempts to dissolve the Union is imperative,

and cannot be evaded. . )

Resolved, That neither the President nor Congress can
constitutionally entertain any proposition which has for its
object the dismemberment of the Government or the dlsso-
lution of the Union.

Resolved, T'hat in the language of Andrew Jackson, #“The
Federal Unlon must be preserved.’?

Resolved, 'T'hat the Seeretary of the State be directed to
send cogies of these resolutions to the President of the
United States, the Presiding Ofticer of each House of Con-
gress, the Governors of the several States, and each Sen-
ator and Representative of this State in Congress.

Mr. COLFAX. Would it be in order to add
also the language of General Jackson: ¢ By the

Eternal the Unionshall be preserved?”’ [Laugh-

ter.]

The SPEAKER. The Chair hardly supposes
it would be in order to amend the resolutions of
the Legislature of New Hampshire.

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. ~

Mr. HUTCHINS, in pursuance of previous
notice, introduced a bill to abolish slavery in the
District of Columbia.

The bill was read. It declares that slavery
within the District of Columbia be, and the same
ishereby,abolished; and that hereafter there shall
be neitherslavery norinvoluntary servitude in said
District; otherwise than in punishment of crime
whereof the party shall have been duly convieted.

The bill was read a first and second time, and
referred to the Committee for the District of
Columbia.

And then, on motion of Mr.OLIN, (ata quarter
before two o'clock, p. ni.,) the Houseadjourned.

IN SENATE.
THaurspAY, December 5, 1861.

Prayer by Rev. Masonr NosLe,

Hon. Axorew Jouwson, of Tennessee, ap-
peared in his seat to-day.

TheJournalof yesterday wasread and approved.

EXPULSION OF MR. BRECKINRIDGE.

Mr. RICE. Mr. President, I was unavoidably
detained from the Senate yesterday, and I now
ask unanimous consent to record my vote on the
motion which was then made for the expulsion of
Mr. Breckinridge.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from
Minnesota asks the unanimous consent of the
Senate to record his vote upon the resolution ex-
pelling John C. Breckinvidge from this body. The
Chair hears no objection. The vote will be
recorded.

Mr. RICE. 1 vote in the affrmative.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s vote
will be so recorded.

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

Mr.SUMNER. There has been no order made
for the publication of extra numbers of the Pres-
ident’s message and accompanying documents.
Those documents will be of general interest; and
it is certainly important that there should be a
considerable edition published. 1 accordingly
send & resolution to the Chair on_that subject,

which will naturally go to the Committee on
Printing,

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator will

' allow the Chair to suggest that there are no doc- |

uments accompanying the message as yet pre-
sented to the Senate; there are none in the posses-
sion of the Senate.

Mr. SUMNER. But the message itself refers
to certain documents.

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senator’s res-
olution will be read.

The resolution was read, and referred to the
Committee on Printing. It isas follows:

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the Presi-
dent’s ge and panying d , be published
for the use of the Senate.

PETTTIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. NESMITH presented the petition of L.,
W. Cole, of Oregon, praying for the right of way
over cettain public land in Oregon, for the pur-
pose of constructing a railway from the Dalles, in
Oregon, to the mouth of the Des-Chutes; which
wag referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of
George W, Benson and others, of Kansas, for
removing the cause of the present rebellion; which
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. FOSTER presented the memorial of Mrs.
Mary Ann Henry, of Pennsylvania, widow of
the ﬂxte Captain Henry Henry, of the United
States Navy, praying Congress to pass an act
allowing her a pension at the rate of fifty dollars
per month from the death of her husband, onthe
26th day of July, 1858; which was referred to the
Committee on Pensions.

Mr. LATHAM presented the memorial of
Franeis Huttmann, praying remuneration for
losses sustained in consequence of the illegal pro-
ceedings of the collector of customs at San Fran-
cisco; which was referred to the Committee on
Commerce. .

Mr. SUMNER. I have a petition of citizens
of Haverhill, Massachusetts, in which they set
forth that the present formidable rebellion against
the General Government manifestly finds itsroot
and nourishment in the system of chattel slavery
at the South; that the lcading conspirators are
slaveholders, constituting an oligarchy avowedly
hostile to all free institutions; and that, in the
nature of things, no solid peace can be maintained
while the cause of this_treasonable revolt is per-
mitted to exist. On this account, these petition-.
ers urgently implore Congress to Jose no time in
enacting, under the war power, that the slaves of
rebels shall be liberated unconditionally, while
the slaves of loyal persons shall be liberated with
a fair_pecuniary award allowed to their owners,
in order to facilitate an amicable adjustment of
difficulties, I ask the reference of this memorial
to the Committee on the Judiciary. o

It was so referred.

MILITARY DISASTERS.

Mr. CHANDLER. I offer the following res-
olution, and ask for its immediate consideration:

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed . to in-
quire into the disasters of Bull Run and Edwards’s Ferry,
with power to send for persons and papers.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from
Michigan asks for the consideration of the resolu-
tion at the present time. :

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 1'do not know that
this is the proper time, but I desire to move an
amendment to the resolution.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there any ob-
jection to the consideration of the resolution?

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it lie over; and then
the Senator from Kansas can prepare his amend-
ment, unless he is ready with it now.

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Iam rcady.

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to its
consideration,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears
no objection; and the resolution is befare the
Senate, and open to amendment.

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Imove toinsert Wil-
son Creek and Lexington, after Edwards’s Ferry,

Mr.GRIMES. Imove toinclude Beimontand
Big Bethel,

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator
t'romt I)ownagam state hisamendment to the amend-
ment?

Mr. GRIMES, If I had time [ would propose
a substitute for the entive resolution authorizing
the committee to inquire into the eauses of the
disasters thathaveattended the publiearmsevery-
where, including the power to send for persons
and papers, [ shall propose that as a substitute.
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The questionnow
before the Senate, is on_agreeing 10 the amend-
ment submitted by the Senator from Kansas, to
insert the words‘* Wilson Creek and Lexington’
after the words Edwards’s Ferry.

Mr. CHANDLER. I hope that amendment
will not prevail. The duties of the committee
will necessarily be very arduous, but they would
extend all over the country if that amendmentbe
adopted. A great deal hias been said about the
disaster of Bull Run, and it has been atiributed
to politiciang; it has been attributed to civilianas
it has been attributed, in my estimation, to-every-
thing but the right cause. I think it isdueto the
Senateand the country that that disaster should be
investigated, and that the blame should rest where
it belongs; and I think the same of Edwards’s
Ferry. “The scenes of these disasters are right
here In our presence; the evidence is at hand; and
it will be a very easy matter to investigate those
two cases. If the Senator from Kansas desires
to investigate those western disasters to which he
refers, I am perfectly willing to vote for an inde-
pendent committee to investigate them; and if the
Senator from Iowa wishes to investigate every-
thing, I will vote for his committee too; but I hope
this resolution will be permitted to pass as it has
been presented, :

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Mr. President, that
officer who, in my opinion, deserves as high a
positionas any other in the military annals of the
country, perished at Wilson Creek., He perished
after there had been full time to relieve him and
to save him.. Weeks before Liyon fell, I remem-
ber communicating to almost every Senator upon
this floor a telegram from him to the Government,
in which he said he must have reinforeements or
he must give up his position,

The gentleman from Michigan says the people
feel a desire to know the reason of the misfortune
at Bull Run. There is a stronger desire in the
minds of the people to know why the gallant Lyon

was sacrificed, and why this Senate failed to act. ||

For the country, and for the people, I say here,
that this Senate did not fail to act. We waited
upon the President, and communicated to him the
information we had received from Lyon. The
people desive to know whether it was the fault of
the President of the United States or of some sub-
ordinate officer. The people desire to know why
four regiments of men were sent to Cairo instead
of to §pringﬁeld; why the regiments at Rolla
were not ordered forward. They desire to know
why the force at Lexington was sacrificed, con-
sisting of threc thousand men, after weeks of
notice that the place was to be attacked, and when
o tremendous army was moving with a snail’s
pace, five or six miles only a day, upon that little
army of ours under the command of the gallant
Mulligan, This Government, or some subor-
dinate officer, with ample force in hand, allowed
that disaster to happen. All that was necessary,
was to say to this officer or that officer, * move
to the relief of Mulligan,” and he would have
been relieved; but instead of advancing troops,
they were ordered back, The people want to
know from what source these orders emanated;
wlhy itwas that the American arms were disgraced
at Lexington; why it was that millions of prop-
erty were lost at Lexington, when it required but
a simple word to save the army, to save the stoves,
and save the disgrace of surrender to traitors,
Itis important, Mr. President, I say to the Sen-
ator from Michigan, that the reason of the mis-
fortunes and disasters here should be known to
the country; but it is more important that dere-
liction of duty—plain, manifest—should be ex-
posed. Who has been guilty of this dereliction
of duty? The President of the United States or
some subordinate officer? Lot the msgous'\bxhty
of the sacrifice of the gallant Lyon at Springfield
and of the fall of Lexington rest upon the proper
person, Let ue give the names, that the country
may know who is responsible for it. _This cem-
mittec can discharge all this duty. Tt will take

far for the information to ascertain the man that
?‘a]ciriﬁced Lyon and that permitted Lexington to
-l ‘

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is
on agreeing to the amendment submitted by the
Senator from Kansas. .

Mr. GRIMES. Is a substitute in order?

The VICE PRESIDENT. Not now.

The amendment was rejected, -

Mr. GRIMES. I proposetooffer a substitute.

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no
further amendment, the substitute proposed by
the Senator from Iowa will now be in order.

Mr, GRIMES. The substitute is as follows:-

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represeniaiives of
the United States of JAmerica in Congress assembled, That
u joint ittee, to be compused of two members of the
Scnate and thre¢ members of the House of Representatives,
be appointed to inquire into the eauses of the disasters that
have attended the public arms, with power to send for
persons and papers. ‘

Mr. FESSENDEN. Imove to postpone the
further consideration of the subject until to-mox-
row, My reason isa very simple one; it has ref-
erence to myself; and perhaps the same reason
will be apprecinted by other members of the Sen-
ate. The matter comes upon me by sarprise. I
am not precisely satisficd, at this moment, of the
expediency of passing this résolution. There are
many things to be considered, with regard to its
effect upon the country, and upon the public ser-
vice generally. I do not know, I will not under-
take to say, that it is not all right, and as it should
be; but for myself, I require further time for de-
liberation and reflection, before acting on a ques-
tion which involves so many very important con-
siderations. I ask, therefore, that it may be laid
over until to-morrow.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from
Maine moves to postpone the further consideration
of this subject until to-morrow,

. The motion to postpone was agrecd to,
REFERENCE OF BILLS.

My, GRIMES. [ move to teke from the table
the bill (8. No. 66) introduced at the last session
declaring the *act to retrocede the county of Al-
exandria, in the District of Columbia, to the State
of Virginia,”’ to be unconstitutional, and for re-
pealing the same, and to refer it, with so much
of the President’s message as refates to the same
subjeet, to the Committee on the Distriet of Co-
lumbia.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. POMEROY. Imove that Senatebill No.
98 be taken from the table and placed on the
orders of the Senate.

The VICE PRESIDENT. That willbedone
if there be no objection.

Mr. FESSENDEN, What is the bill?

The VICEPRESIDENT. ¢¢Abilltosuppress
the slaveholdets’ rebellion.”  Themotion simplr
is to take it from the table and put it on the Cal-
endar. Is there any objection?

Mr, FESSENDEN. It had better be referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Ithasnotyetbeen
referred to any committec.

Mr, POMEROY. I move thot it be referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

The motion wasagreed to.

NOTICES OF BILLS.

Mr, WILSON gave notice of his intention to
ask leave to introduce a bill to assist volunteers
in taking advantage of the aillotment system.

He also gave natice of hisintention toask leave
to introeduce a bill abolishing sutlers in the volun-
teer forces of the United States.

Mr, CLARK gave notice of his intention to ask
leave to introduce a bill in amendment of the act
of September 18, 1850, known as the fugitive slave
law.

BILL INTRODUCED.

Mr. NESMITH asked,and by unanimous con-
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (8. No,

read twice by its‘title; and referk
tition and papers on the files of:
Committee ot Military Affairs:éin
o COLONEL DIXON M, MILES
. Mr. GRIMES. 1 move to take
tion which [ introduced yesterday,
President for copies of ‘the charges, 'tes
and findingin the case of Colonel Dixon H; Mile
The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution
submitted by the Senatorfrom Iowa is now before
the Senate, and the question is on its adoption.
The resolution will be read. . :
The Secretary read it, as follows: :
Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish to
the Senate copies of the charges, testimony, and Gnding of
the recent court of inqulry in the case of C: ion‘e] Dixon H.
Miles, of the United States Army. -~ | ... . -
Mr. GRIMES. It will be remembered, Me.
President, that Colonel Richardson, who com-~
manded a brigade of the reserve at the battle of
Bull Run on the 2lst of July last, reported Col-
onel Dixon H, Miles, of the regnlax ‘Arnry, who
commanded the entire reserve force on that occa~
sion, to have been intoxicated—too drunk for the
proper performance of his duties. It was for this
reason that Colonel Richardson, after receivin
geveral contradictory orders, finally refused obedi-
ence. The general-in-chief of the Army there-
upon ordered a court of inquiry toinvestigate the’
truth of the charge. That court of inquiry has
been held, and a most extraordinary conclusion
arrived at. They found that- Colonel Miles was
drunk on the occasion alluded to, to a certain ex-
tent; that is, he was drunk enough to justify Col-
onel Richardson in reporting him tobe drunk; but
not drunk enough to justify the eallingofa court-
martial for his trial and condemnation, if found
guilty, I will read the finding ofthe court of
inguiry. Itisas follows: = ¢
¢t Pirst—That Colonel J. B. Richardson was justified in
applying the term drunkenness to Colonel D. 11, Miles’s

| condition about geven o’clock, p. m., on the 21at of July

l=‘E‘E'Second—-'l‘hm the evidence is clear that Colonel Miles
had been 111 several days before July 21st Jdst; was it on
that day; that the surgeon had preseribed medicines for
him on the day of the battle ; had prescribed for him small
quantities of brandy. The court, however, considers his
illness as a very slight extenuation of the guilt attached to
his condition about seven, p- m.,on July 2istlast.

“ Qpinion.—'The court {s of opinion that evidence can-
not now be found sufficlent to convict Colonel Miles of
drunkeuness before a court-martial, and a4 cowrt-mautial
caunot be convened for this trial without great inconven-
ience to the service, and recommends that no lucther pro-
ecedings be had.” .

It will be exceedingly interesting, Mr. Presi-
dent, to learn how drunk a manmay be to justify
another in applying that opprobrious term to him,
and yet not drunk enough to warrant his trial
and removal from command. The country, I
think, would like to know the names of the astute
officers who compased this remarkable court. It
may be desirable to know the quantity and fre-
quency of the prescriptions of brandy that were
administered to Colonel Miles that day,and which
the court very gravely tell us the?f consider as
very slight extenuation of the guilt attached to
his condition about seven o’clock, p. m.

Such was the finding of the court, in relation
to the condition of the man who, on the memo-
rable 2lst of July last, exercised the most im-
portant military commund next to that of the
commanding general in the field, Let the world
know precisely how great his guilt was, and why,
if guilty, he hasbeen neitherordered beforeacourt-
mavtial or dropped from the Army list.

Mr. President, the time when intemperate offi-
cers can be safely appointed to, or retained in,
either the Army or Navy has gone by. The
people of this country are now too much in earn-
est to quietly endure the one or the other. These
are no times to indulge in that sickly sentiment
sometimes improperly called kindness of heart,
and which is unwilling to do or dares not do
justice tg the country By maintaining discipline
and sobriety in the Afmy and Navy. Thepeople
are unwilling fo intrust the great intercsts the

i Lokda A8
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Thecommittee consists of Messrs. MeDoveary,
Pougroy, CLarg, Pork, and Cowaw. :

Mr. HALE. A special committee was ap-
pointed at the last session that has not entively
closed its labors. I inquired of one of the officers
of the Senate if it was customary Lo continue such
committees during this session, and was told
that it was. From the motion just made, how-
ever, [ understand otherwige. I therefore move
that the sclect committee appointed at the last
session to inquire into the circumstances attend-
ing the destruction and loss of the navy-yards at
Norfollc and Pensacola and the armory at Har-
per’s Ferry, be continued duringthissession. In
making the motion, I will say that [ think we
shall be able to make & report by the 1st of Jan-
uary. ‘We simply want to be continued in order
to make a report.

The motion was agreed to.

Thecommitiee consists of Messrs, Harg, Joun-
soN of Tennessee, and Grines,

MILITARY DISASTERS,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The business reg-
vlatly in erderis the resolution submitted by the
Senalor from Michigan, {Mr, CuaxprERr,] on
Thursday last, to which an amendment was pro-
&‘qscd by the Senator from lowa, [Mr, Grimes.]

ire resolution and amendment will be read.

The resolution was read, as follows:

Resolved, "I'hat & committee of three be appointed to in-
quire into the disasters of Bull Ruin and Edwards’s Ferry,
with power to send for persons and papers.

The amendment of Mr. Gaives was to substi-
tute for the original resolution the following:

Resolred lythe Senate and Houseof Representatives, That
a joint committes, to be composed of two niembers of the
Scnate and three members of the House of Representatives
be appointed to inquire into the reason of the disasters that

have attended the public arms, with power to send for per-
sons and papers.

Mr. CHANDLER. Asthe proposition of the
Senator from Iowa is a substitute, I presume it is
in order to perfect the original resolution before
voting on the substitute.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis.

Mr. CITIANDLER. I move to strike out
“Edwards’s Ferry,”” and insert ¢ Ball’s Bluff.”
I understand that the battle actually occurred at
Ball’s Bluff.

The amendment was agreed to.

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no fur-
ther amendment to the original resolution, the
question is on agreeing to the substitute proposed
by the Senator from Iowa,

Mr. GHANDLER. Mov. President, I hope the
substitute will not be adopted by the Senate. I
connected together the two transactions named in
the resolution because they ave properly one dis-
aster. If the disaster had not occurred at Bull
Run there would have been no Rall’s Bluff affair.
I desire to have the opportunity to investigate
both these disasters; but I hope the Senate will
not give the commitiee a roving commission to go
all over the United States and see whether there
have been other disasters, and to inquire into their
causc. There certainly should be a committes
for the Northwest, if there are any investigations
to be made there; and I will vote for a proposi-
tion to create another commitice to investigate
western disasters. I trust the substitute will not

revail.
P Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President, before voting
for any of these resolutions, I should like to nsk
the Senate, being myself a young member here,
whether wecan, through a committee of this body,
enter upon an investigation into the character and
conduct of any officer, if that investigation is lia-
ble to result inan impeachment, As[understand
the Constitution, we are the tribunal to try all
cases of impeachment; and if these investigations
are avall linble to lead to a proceeding by impeach-
ment, I should like to know how the Senate can
enter upon them, 1 do not sce how we can sit
to try mmpeachments if we have been devoting
our time to the investigation of the facts in ad-
vance. I have thought that such investigations
should be made by the Hlouse of Representatives,
and not by the Senate. I shall noturge the point
at this time; batitis a point which in my mind
applies to all committees to investigate transac-
tions that may lead to the impeachment of Gov-

tion can reach no officer who is subject to impeach-

verdict of the Army is that nobody is to blame.
One thousand eight hundred men were sentacross
the Potomac river with two old scows, and over-

retreat. I thinl the Senate owes it fo itself to
look into the cause of this disaster. There can

this committee, whoever ‘may compose it, will

where it belonf: 3 and then I trust that the proper
authorities will apply the appropriate remcdy,
and see-that no such disaster ever oceurs again
from a similar cause, : '
. Mr. POMEROY. I know very well that mil-
itary officers are not subject to impeachment;
but, as my colleague argued the other day, mili-
tary officers are not commanders-in-chief; and
this investization may lead us to the fact that
orders which resulted disastrously did not issue
from military officers, but from headquarters; and
we may, i consec&uence, be called upon to trY an
impeachment. The other day it was asked hiere
why it was that regiments were sent to Cairo in-
stead of being sent to reinforce Liyon, evidently
reflecting, not upon military officers, but upon
civil officers—upon the highest civil officer of the
Government, I'say that these investigationslead
in that direction, and therefore we ought not to
appoint such committees, :

r. McDOUGALL. M. President, I am op-
posed to this resolution as it now stands, and to
any such resolution, I have felt, I think,as dee
an interest as any Senator upon this floor, both
in the affair at Bull Runand in that at Ball’s Bluff.
I have taken great pains to inform myself as to
the particulars of both those affairs, and I think
I am well informed on the subject—probably as
well informed as any Scnator would be after the
report of a committee; but I cannot understand
that any discussion, growing out of such are-
port, could be of any value to the Senate. Ido
not think it would be profitable at this time to
enter into a popular discussion on those topies

ment. One of our number has been slain, and the |

whelmed and cut to pieces, without any means of |

be no impeachment: there may be blarne. I trust ]

make a thorough invesligation, and lay the-blame |

The remedy will not lie in any such discussion
I can see no legislation to flow from it that will
be of any service to the Government. If Sena-

tors wish to be informed and are not, they have
access to_the means of information to a certain
extent. I have, as [ said before, felt a deep in-
lerest in the causes of these disasters, and have
inquired particularly as to them, I think, how-
ever, that instead of promoting the great cause
in which we are now so deeply engaged, all these
discussions will tend to embarrass it.

My, GRIMES. I propose to change the sub-
stitute which I offered, so as to make it read:
s three members of the Senate and four members
of the House of Representatives.” [ desire to
say, Mr. President, that I am not particular asto
where and by what method this investigation
shall be carried on; I do not care whether 1t ori-
ginates in the Senate or in the Flouse of Repre-
sentatives; but I believe that the best interests of
the country, the reputation of the country, the
reputation of the Army,and the reputation of the
officers of the Avrmy, require that there should be
some investigation—if not through the mililary
anthorities, then through the authority of the
House of Representatives ov the Senate, or of
hoth conjoined.

Let me tell Senators that this is no new pro-
ceeding. Investigations like this are coeval with
the Government, In 1790, during the adminis-
tration of George Washington, a grand expedi-
tion was fitted out to penctrate the Northwest,
under the command of General St. Clair, That
campaign was disastrous, and a resolution was
introduced into the House of Representatives in
Congress, to raise a committee for the purpose of
investigating the causes that led to that disaster.
A committee was raised, and in 1792 a report was
made by Mr, Fitzsimmons, of Pennsylvania, in
response to that resolution. Up to thattime there
hiad been an almost universal and a very intense
prejudice throughout the country against General
8t.’Clair; it was believed that he was responsible
for the disasters that attended that campaign; but
when the facts were thoroughly investigated by
| the committee, and spread before the country, the
[ nuhlie sentiment on that subiect underwent an !

Army, actually created the stampede wh
sulted so disastrously to.ourreputation, I} :
it declared in-a sermon—at the delivery of which
I happened. to be present-~that it was becanse the
battle was fought on a Sunday. I have heard
regular officers declare that it was because of the
cowardice of the militia; and I have heard others
say that it wasbecause men who were mere burean
officers, meve carpet knights, were elevated to the
responsibility of commanding the Army- - Let us
know whether that is so or not; let us know
whether men are selected for these responsible
places because they are thoroughly educated: in
military affairs, and are capable of stimildting
their commands by their own bravery and knowl-
edge of military affairs, or because they happen
to be more gkilled in the arts of gastronomy than
in the arts of war. <

So, Mr. President, in regard io the campaign
in the West, ‘We heard the version of the Sen-
ator from Kansas the other day,and the ideas
that are entertained by those who are disposed to
criticise and condemn the condiuct of the laté com-
manding general of the western department. The
friends of that commanding general entertain alto-
%etherdiﬁ'erenz opinions on thatsubject. They be-

ieve that he wagnotresponsiblefor the disasters in
that campaign; they believe that he had a right to
expect that éeneral Liyon would fall back upon his
reserves at Rolla, and not put everything at stake
upon the issue of the battle at Wilson Creek. Let
the country know what are the facts, If they con-
demn General Frémont, let him be condémned;
if they justify him, then'in God’s name let him
be justified. o

‘Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Will the Senatorallow
me to make a single remark ?

Myr. GRIMES.” Certainly.

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 1did not intend, Mr,
President, to attach blame to any particular indi-
vidual, neither the President of the United States
nor the comamander of the western department,
There is no one who has a more exalted opinion
of the ability, the honesty, and the patriotism of
the President of the United States than myself.
I do desire, however, representing a State that
lost & large number of men at Wilson Creek, to
have a full investigation of the causes that led to
that misfortune. 1 know that the troops were °
within reach to reinforee the army at Wilson
Creck, I know that there were troops in hand
to reinforce Mulligan; and 1 do believe that there
has been dereliction of duty or want of capacity
somewhcre. Who has shown this want of ca-
pacity, our people desire to know.

Mr. GRIMES. I hardly know whether the
remarks of the Senator from Kansas are to be
regarded as a disclaimer of the idea that I enter-
tained of the drift of his argument the other day,
or not. [inferred from what he said then, that
he attributed the disasters of the campaign in
Missouri, to the conduct of General Frémont. - 1
may be in error. o

So, Mr. President, in regard to Lexington, to
which the Senator refers: It has been said that
fow military men could have imagined that Col-
oncl Mulligan, with a command consisting of one
regiment of infantry, one regiment of horsemen
with nothing except sabers at theiv disposal in
the way of weapons, and half a regiment of home
guards, would throw himself into little intrench-
ments that had been thrown up in the course of
three days, and there, withiout water, undertake
to defund himsclf against an army which was
known for at least six days to be approaching
him, composed of twenty-three thousand beilig-
erents. 1donot know that that is so; but I say
that that is the opinion entertained by the {riends
of Gencral Fremont, and it is & question which
we oucht to investigate, that the country may
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this investigation ought to be gone into before

_military authorities; but the military authorities

.

have not seen fit to make the investigation, and
hence I insist that it is the right and the duty of
Congress to makeit. =~ = .

I have reférred to the institution of a similar
inquiry to this in 1792, T now refer to the reso-
Tution “intreduced by Mr. Bradley, of Vermont,
on the 9th day of July, 1813, which reads as
follows:

“ Resolved; That a committee be appointed to Inquire
into the causes which have led to the muitiplicd failurcs of
the arms of the United States”’—

It is general, it will be observed, as the substi-
tute which I have proposed—
f“on our western and northwestern frontier, and that the
committee be wuthorized to send for persons and papers.”

That resolution was not at that time adopted,
It was defeated by a yote of 76 to 67, but solely
for the reason thatit wasin July, and at thattime
it was believed thiat a committee of the House of
Represcntalives, or of the Senate, had no rightto
sit in the recess. That is the reason assigned in
the arguments of the gentlemen who debated it
pro and con.

Mr. WILSON. Was that in the Senate or in
the ITouse of Representatives?

"Mr. GRIMES, Inthe House of Representa-
tives. Governor Findley, who was a member of
the T{ouse of Representatives from the State of
Penusylvania, urged in bebalf of this resolution
the following arguments:

“Mr. Findley stated that in 1790 an expedition, com-
manded by Colonel Harmer, composed of his owa reginient
and detachmcents of militia’ from the neighboring States,
including Pennsylvania, having been carried aghinst the
Indian towns aud totally defeated, Congress provided a
more numerous army of eulisted levies, which composed
the expedition commanded by General 8t. Clair, in 1701,
against the Indian towns. This expedition also was not
only defeated, but so completely destroyed thutanew and
more permanent army had to be ratsed and organized, the
aceomplishment of which was very munch discouraged by
such.repcmed and destractive defeats, In order, us fur as
possible, to prevent the recurrence again of such misfor-
tunes by meansof any defect in the intended organization
of a new anny, a committee was appointed to inquire into
the causes of the failure of that unfortunate expedition. The
conunittee, towards the elose of the session, accompanied
a coneise report with a great mass of the tostimony, but
the inguiry not being deemed sufliciently full, the subjeet
wis recommitied to a committee, comnposed of the same
m‘{mbc'ﬂlhc next session, who sat and continued theit in-
quiry until near the close of that session also, when they
made another coucise report, explaining and confirming the
former one, supported by much new testimony, ‘The ses-
slon being near u elose, the proeecdings were not published,
but the testimony and the books of information given in by
the parties principally interested are still in possession of
the House. There was,as is the case in all unloriunate 6x-
pedi.!ions, strong prepossession against the eo der. By
the inquiry, the grounds of these weore removed, and the
causcs found principaily to arise from the general plan, the
construction of the army, and delay and insufficiency of
supplies ol all sorts, badnessof the gunpowder,” &e.

At the next session, Mr. Prosident, this reso-
lution was modified and was adopted, and in pur-
suance of it an investigation was had,

I have alluded to these precedents in ovder to
show that there is nothing novel in this resolution;
that similar resolutions have been adopled by
Congress to investigate into the results of other
military campaigus; and that, in my opinion,
there are peculiar reasons why we should have a
thorough and searching investigation into the dis-
asters that have attended this eampaign.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, 1 have no doubt,
ag the honorable Senator from lowa says, that
there are precedents for inquiries and for commit-
tees of this sort; but they have been made under
circumstances very different from those in which
we are now placed. The Senator will search in
vain for any precedents at all applicable, for the
country has never been in any like condition,
Old precedents will not apply fo the present ex-
igency.

. The honorable Senator says this is & proper
inquiry for the military authorities to make, that
they ought to make it, and as they do not make
it, 1t is our duty to make it. r. President, [
differ entirely from the honorable Senator in his
conclusion from those premises. If this is an
inquiry which the military authorities ought to
malke, an‘d they do not make, { for one, as a mem-~
ber of this Senate, will not vote to makeit at the
present time. I take it for granted thatif the
military authorities do not investigate this ques-
tion at the present time, they believe that this is
the wrong time: and, without being a military

man

T nan aon wvarwy shiundant vaaemnes arhe this

‘We have, sir, an enemy, not at the gates of the

capital, but we can occasionally hear their cannon.

Qur Army is posted between us and them, and
their paramount duty, in my opinion, is to attend
to their duties in the field. If the military au-
thorities commanding that Army have postponed
any inquiry into this subject for the renson that
the men connected with 1t have higher duties at
the present time than to sit in courts-martial, 1
certainly shall not differ from them, but concur
with them in opinion. 1 shall not attempt tocall
them away from their dutics in the camp or on the
battle-field, in order that we may find out who
is to blame for a disaster which happened a few
weeks or & few months ago. .

Suppose we raise a committee and give them
power to send for persons and papers, we send
for half a dozen officers in camp, just on the eve
of a battle, to come here and testify before our
committee, 'Will these gentlemen come? If I
were the commanding general I would imprison
the man who was sent if he attempted to take
them away under such circumstances, and would
say to Congress, ¢ hereisa state of war; hereis a
battle impending; my menand my officers cannot
be sent as witnesses to testify before a committee
of Congress just now; we must first fight the
public enemy.’” That is what I would say and
do as a military man having command of the
Army, and 1 believe that there is not wanting
sufficient energy and sufficient power in our mil-
iiary authorities to say it and do it, should the
occasion arise. I put it as a hypothetical case,
but it is notimprobable that it may occur. Many
of us think that the Army is too inactive,and are
now rather eager for a battle. 'We cannot have
men in the field fighting a battle, and have them
here in our committee rooms testifying as to who
was to blame for a disaster. It isa little unrea-
sonable to expect both these things at one and the
same time.

I believe in letting the military authorities man-
age the Army. If they mapage it badly we shall
malke a bad matter worse by tampering and inter-
fering, and that is all that will grow out of our
action. Ifit is badly managed now I am sorry;
Ido notbelieve itis; but if it be, in Heaven’s name
do not let us make it worse by tampering, for
worse we shall make it, and only worse. :

Now, sir, let the military authorities manage
this question. If they do not order a court-mar-
tial or acourt of inquiry when it is proper to order
one, after this war 1§ over, if it becomes necessary
to find out who is to blame, let Congress take it
up and examine and settle that question if it be
important to settle it, and meantime let the mili-
tary authoritics alone. I believe they are compe-
tent; butif they were ever g0 incompetent, L would
not add obstacles in the way of their progress by
any inquiries or resolutions of this sort, for very
clearly they are and must be obstacles to the aci-
ive prosecution of this war,

he Senator from Iowa says that the responsi-
bility of these disastersis thrown upon this, that,
and the other class of persons; and that at Bull
Run, the civillang, fifty or a hundred of whom
were there, are charged with having, in the rear
of the Army, provoked this stampede, and that
iere are a great many simpletonsin the country
who believe it.  The honorable Senator himself
was there; 1 was there. He certainly has nerve
enough to bear the sneers of simpletons. I trost
I have; ITknow he has. If civilians are improp-
erly charged, lot us sit under the charge; at all
eveats while this war is going on. 'We can bear
it till that isover,

One class of military authorities is charged with
dereliction, and so is another class, he says, and
let us find out which is in fault—whether it be the
carpet-knights, or whether it be the militia—this
class, or that, or another. All very well at.a
proper time, Mr. President; but the time is not
now. Aninquiry into this matter will eall men
away from higher duties, which is a sufficient ob-
jection; and cven if we could get over that objec-
tion, we should at the present time only create
divisions and heart-burnings, which we can illy
afford justnow. ‘We need union, energy, to save
our country. Let us, as one man, put our shoul-
ders to the car of war and press it on to vietory,
and not inquive who has been at fault for its slow
movement, or yvhy it has not before been pressed

ject was laid over until to-day at my suggestion.
I stated at thetime that I thought it was o matter
upon which Senators should have a little more
opportunity for reflection; that I needed it myself
before being able to come to a conclusion as to the
propriety or expediency of passing this resolu-
tion in any form. I see that it has done good,
because it has resulted in a consideration of the
matter evidently avising from the thought that has
been given to it on the part of Scnatoys; and I
trust we shall come to a proper conclusion.

I had very great doubts about the expediency
of it at the time I made the suggestion. Reflee-
tion, however, has satisfied me that no harm can
come of it, and that much good may arise from it,
I cannot agree with my honorable friend from
Connecticut, that we are meddling with that which
is none of our business. I do not accede to the
correctness of the doctrine which has been ad-
vanced in the newspapers and in conversation,
and which seems to be adopted by the honerable
Senator from Connecticut, that Congresshas noth:
ing in the world to do but pass uppropriations,
and leave other public agents to dispose of the
money at their pleasure, no matter what may be
the opinion oftﬁe country and the opinion of us,
as Senators, as to the mannerin which the means
placed at the disposal of those agents have been
or shall be used.

Mr. FOSTER, If the Senator will allow me,
he certainly misunderstood me, if he understood
me to advocate any such doctrine as he seems to
suppose I advocated. I do not say, in regard to
this subject, that the Senate have not the power,
and that it is none of our business; by no means.
I say, as a military question, I prefer to leave it
during this war to the military anthorities, and
not now to interfere with it; but, at a subsequent
time, if the proper military authorities do not in-
vestigate it, and it be deemed desirable, we can
investigate it.

Mr, FESSENDEN. That leads to the same
result, sir. It is only comingat it in another way.
If we ave to remain perfectly quict until the end
of the war, it follows necessarily that all we have
to do is to male the appropriations called for,and
Iet them be expended precisely as the persons in
whose hands they pass may choose, without
making any question during the period of the war
as to what is done with the money or what is the
conduet of public agents, because all are public
agents.

Now, sir, with reference to this subject, many
things are to be considered. "We are placing a
great burden upon the people of this country, or
rather the people of this country are placing o
great burden upon themselves. %‘hey are doing
1t willingly, cheerfully, resolutely, without a throb
except such as we all feel is for the good of the
country and the attainment of the great objects of
the war. Therefore, sir, while sucl is the feeling,
and while we are their agents (because it is in
Congress to declare war, and in Congress to pro-
vide the means of carrying on war,) it behooves
us most carefully to look at the course of pro-
ceedings relating to the conduct of the war; not,
as my friend suggests, in any carping spirit; not
with the slightestidea of throwing an obstacle in
the way; but with every wish and with every de-
termination to wrge it on, and to furnish every-
thing that may be necessary in order to its favor-
able, happy consummation.

Then, sir, what is our duty? We sce many
things done about which those whom we repre-
sent feel great anxiety. We see many things done
which do not meet the public approbation, We
see some things done which we do not approve
ourselves, and which cvidently call for an inves-
ugation, or, at any rate, call for such an explana-
tion as shall satisfy the people. Now, what are
we to do? Sit idle during all the period that this
war is to progress, be it for a longer or a shoiter
time; or ave we manfully to do our'duty, and when
the occasion presents itself in the progress of the
war, inquire In what manner it is eonducted } Sir,
I hold the very contrary of the doctrine that we
are to leave everything without question, without
the slightest complaint, without any inquiry even
as to the conductof this war by the public agents.
We know thatevery day wrongs are perpetrated;
we know that every day there are gross frauds
perpetrated upon the country by a certain class
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heen sacrificed without reason; and we do not
know how it was done or by whom it was or-
dered. I allude to one of the cases that Is men-
tioned in the original resolution—the disaster at
Ball’s Bluff, I believe it was called. There is but
onc opinion about that throughout the country.

‘Well, sir, the reputation of our officers is at
stake. The Administration, in the discharge of
its duty—1I have noquestion, for I throw no fault
upon anybody; I am a friend of the Administra-
tion, and its supporter—has seen fit to take cer-
tain stegg: with regardto men. 1do notcomplain
of it. They know; unguestionably, what they
are about. But, sir, while there is this agitation
in the public mind; while there are 80 many ideas
9ﬂoat; s0 many accusations, unfounded, perhaps,
in a very great degree; and no inguiry is made
and no step taken to enlighten the public in rela-
tion to the matter—that public which carries on
this war, nqd which furnishes the means for carry-
ing it on-—shall we, who are the agents of that
public, be told that during its progress, be it longer
or shorter, we are to ask no questions, malke no
comglamts, no investigations, know nothing, say
nothing, and inquire nothing about it? I should
conceive myself derelict to my duty if I were to
indulge that idea for a single moment. Ihold it
to be our bounden duty, impressed upon us by
our position here, to keep an anxious, watchfuol
eye over all the executive agents who are carry-
ing on the war at the direction of the people,
whom we represent and whom we are bound to
protect in relation to this matter,

Nor, sir, do 1 see at all the difficulty that is
stated by the honorable Senator from Connecti-
cut. Are we not men of somedegree of sense and
discretion? Are we sent here, Senators, chosen
men of States, Representatives, the select men of
the people in the several districts, without any
idea whatever of a correct and proper course of
proceeding in relation to this matter? Isit prob-
able that we should take a general from the head
of his army at the moment that he is about to
fight a battle? Itis said that thathas been done,
not by Congress, but by the executive agencies.
‘Whether it 1550 or not, I do notpretend to know
or say. I have no opinion upon that subject at
all. Sir, we can male this inquiry at the present
time; and if an inquiry is necessary, it is neces-
sary before we undertake to appropriate the hun-
dreds of millions of dollars that we must appro-
priate and putinto the hands of these agents, We
must satisfy the people of this country thatthings
go on well, or we shall find ourselves in a condi-
tion very soon when they will not go on at all,

If we ghould send our messenger to summon or
command or request the attendance of an officer
here to give testimony at an improper time when
he was needed elsewhere, I take it we should ac-
cept his excuse; but if.a commanding general un-
dertook to imprison our messenger for obeying
our order, I am very glad that my fricnd is not
the general; forlamafraid if he took such a course
he would get himself into a difficalty from which
he could hardly extricate himself.

Sir, we are not under the command of the mil-
itary of this country. They are under ours as a
Congress; and I stand here’to maintain it. Say
what men may, we are not second; we are first,
for we ave the representatives of the people, and
our behests, so far as they ave within the limits
of our constitutional authority, are to be obeyed
byall. Inever will consent thatI am second and
under the control of the military of this country,
either in this District or out of it, when I stand
here in the discharge of my duty as a Senator.

I hold then, sir, that this inquiry is eminently
proper, and I Lold also that it 1s proper with ref-
erence to the reputation of officers. Rumors are
circulating throughout the country in all direc-
tions that this officer or that officer—men of emi-
nence, men of fame, men whom we have put in
high places, or who have been put in high places
by the Executive in pursuance of the laws of the
land—have not done their duty. Well, sir, is this
to go on from week to week, month to month, z_md
perhaps from_year to year, with unfounded im-

utations, perhaps, resting upon the fame of men?
hold not. [Itisdue to them. Tam notdisposed
to throw any imputation whatever upon anybody
for not making an inquiry heretofore, The ques-
tinn in. whathavwe ean ardor it} Thatisconceded.

thig particular time; that the representatives of the
people who are carrying on this war. deem it their
duty to keep a watchful eye over the proceedings
of execulive agents whatever they be called and
whatever may be their position, = ‘

Sinee this resolution has been moved (perhaps
I would rather have deferred it until a later time)
and the question has been raised, T see no harm
to come from it. Ibelieye that sound, sensible,
and judicious men can be found in Congress to
do all with reference to this investigation that
may be necessary, without careless and prema-
ture publications of words caught up here and
there with reference Lo men or to things; that they
can wisely and carefully investigate and give to
us, if needed, the result of their investigations,
I believe there are no better friends of this
country, that there arc no men more in favor of
earrying on this war well and supporting the Ad-
ministration in whatever it does that is right and
proper, than those in this Chamber. We arcthe
friends of the Grovernment, and we are the sup-
porters of the present unfortunate, unhappy war
on the part of the United States against the rebels,
Sir, I trust that we shall not withdraw from our
duty; but as we arve the fricnds and supporters of
the measures now in contemplation for & great
purpose, one which will male a passage in his-
tory hardly to be excelled in importance by any-
thing that has been or can be written there, that
we shall do our duty faithfully and fearlessly in
the discharge of the high trust that is imposed
upon us, without reference to any fear of what
may hag en to others, .

Mr. EZIANDLER. Mr. President, I should
have preferred the original resolution, but I see
there 1s a difference of opinion about it. I, there-
fore, accept the nmendment of the Senator from
Iowa, and trust it will receive a unanimous vote,
and that the Senate and the country will be sat-
isfied with the action of the committee.

The VICEPRESIDENT. Theoriginal prop-
osition having been voted on by the Senate is now
within the power of the Senate, and itis not there-
fore. eompetent for the Senator to accept it, It
will require a vote of the Senate.,

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr, President, I concur

with what has been said by the Senator from |

Maine; but I think the resolution does not go far
enough. If Senators will observe the phraseology
of the resolution, they will perceive that the in-
quiry is confined to the disastersof the war. Sir,
it seems to me that a broader inquiry is the chief
duty of this session. The business of voting ap-
proprintions is easily disposed of; butif weignore
the high duty imposed upon us as representatives
of the peopYe to investigate the conduct of the
war and of all the officers of the Government, we
neglect the chief duty that is now imposed on us.
To confine this inguiry to the disasters of the
war would be to cripple and limit the proposed
committee in all its opcrations. Inmy judgment,
this ought to be a committee of inquiry into the
general conduct of the war.

There are many things that have oceurred dur-
ing the course of this war that need our inquiry.
Not merely the misfortunes in the field at Ball’s
Bluff and other places, but many orders that have
been issued from different deparimentsof the Gov-
ernment, the conduct of many of our generals in
the field, the conduct of many of the officers con-
nected with the commissary and other depart-
ments of the Government—all these should be
rigidly inquired into without fear, favor, or affec-
tion. We all know very well—we have read it
in the newspapers within a few days—that one of
our generals said, in regard to operations in South
Carolina, that he would not take any of the cotton
there, which was being constantly destroyed by
rebels in arme, unless he could buy it from a
white man. If any general in our Army uttered
such a sentiment, he ought to be withdrawn from
command as unfit for duty.

It is also said in the newspapers, that another
general has excluded slaves and negroes from his
ecamp. That may be proper as a military meas-
ure, but the reason given for that exclusion is not
proper, and is dishonorable, it seems to me, toa
military officer. To say that those persons who,
according to experience, bave given us the most
reliable mformation, shall be excluded from our
camps because thev are spies and would convey

have acted Qé,réﬁels,f!aq Ihelieve there has'

no case.where thege ignorant. people, w

been excladed from camp, by one of our g eral
ut

been :

officcrs, have ever been found wanting in-duty or
in alleglance to this country. - Therefore, I ton-
sider such an arderupon such a pretense as h
lmgropcr. e C s
_But there is another thing, S
most remarkable that bas happene
One of your high officers of the Governr
Adjutant General of the United States—t;
over the country, outside of his officé; to
scraps of testimonyy siyff that would
troduced before any justice of the peace,.
them together, presents them to the Presiden
the United States, and has thig lot of stuff—I ¢an’
callitby no other name-—published. Men’schar>
acters, men’s reputations, that ave dedr to them,
are put at hazard by eonduct like this. . Private
conversations held in the confidence of fiiendship;.
loose opinions drawn from. military associates
Kgrve_rted and torn from their context; seerets of
igh importance for which the spies of the enemy.
would seek in vain, all, all are published, and that,
100, by the officer who must, from his official po-
sition, beintrusted with all the secrets of the Army,
If Senators overlook this act of a high officer of
the Government they fail to do their duty. .T'do
not care whom it strilkes, or where it -strikes; if
any man in this Government should, with good
or bad motive, do anything to injure his country,
he ought to be exposed, whatever may be the
consequences. . .

Mr. President, when Icame to the city of Wash~
ington I eould not help but notice the striliing con-
trast between the feeling here. and the feeling at
home. Among the people of the States there is
everywhere a fine, generous, noble enthusiasm.
Men are willing to give up their lives to their
country. 1 camefrom aregion of country wherve
1 saw men worth thousands of dollars, living in
independence, with every comfort around them,
¢ome forward and sign their names to an enlist-
ment by which they engaged to serve as common
soldiers in this war, zI_'gsaw- old men bring their
sons, robust, stalwart youths, to fight for their
country.. I'saw-mothers and fathers all willing
to give at least one or more members of their fam-
ily to fight the battles of the country. Every-
where t?xcvc was the same fine, generous fecling,
and a desire to carry on this war with vigor and
energy. Ido not see that feeling manifested here.
On the contrary, inmany departments of the Gov-
ernment there have been constant impediments
thrown in the way of the organization of our mil-
itary forces. I speak this lY{nuwing what 1 say,
and willing to prove it.

I have been told by one officer of the Govern-
ment that if you take the regalar officers of the
Army and attach them to the voluntcers you
would break up the old Army, Why, sir, where
is the old Army? Some of the most intelligent
and able of that Army are now fighting against
us. Much of the old Army surrendered, without
striking a blow, in Texas,. What has become of
the old Army? It ought to be among the things
of the past. All thereis good lefiof the old Army
should be distributed among the volanteers. Young
men of high intelligence, who have been educate
at the expense of the Government, are now chas-
ing drunken recruits in the large cities for the pur-
pose of filling up the regular Army, while thou-
sands of fine, spirited young men from the country
are begging for a commander, That course of
policy has been pursucd from the beginning of
the war. In order to preserve the esprit de corps
of the old Army, men of education, of character,
and of experience, have been withheld from the
service of their country in the only place where
they can render that service, and have been kept
recraiting in the whisky holes of the cities. Sir,
it secems to me that is not the spirit that must
guide this war before it can come to a successful
conclusion. Itseems to me, if we could all here
catch the spirit that prevails in the country, if we
conld all here feel as our people at home feel, this
war would not Jast long. There every man isin-
spired with a conviction that this war is simply
to preserve our country; to presérve its nation-
ality; to preserve its history; to show to all na-
tions and to all time that a republican government
can survive at least a century of peace and pros-
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ple of the northern States,and all the loyal people
of this country, are agtunted by one iden: that it
mustbe carried on with whatever sacrificcand cost
simply to preserve our .n.at_m_nahty, gmd to pre-
serve the unity and indivisibility of this Republic.

I know that very often, especially by some of
my friends whom I now see before me, the ques-
tion of slavery and the negro is spoken of in this
contest. Irecord here my solermn convietion that
beforc this war is over slavery will almost, if not
entirely, cease to be in this country; but at the
same time 1 say that this war ought to be carried
on without any regard at all to the subject of sla-
veryorslaves, ktought tobe earried on to preserve
a free government for freec men, without regard to
that institution at all. It must be carried on in
that spirit, or else we are divided and distracted
by dissensions and strifes. Let us carryitonin
that spirit. Let us convince every loyal citizen,
wherever he may live, that the object of this war,
its purpose and only end, is to preserve the Gov-
ernment of our fathers.

My mode of dealing with that troublesome
question (if itis proper to allude to it here) would
be this: I would do everything to strike at rebels;
confiscate their land, their houses, their slaves,
anything. When they take up arms against this
Government, when they commit the act of rebel-
lion, they forfeit their lives by the Constitution of
the United States; they lose everything. I would
do everything to protect and uphold the Joyal
peoglc of these Uniled States wherever they live,
in Tennessee, in Kentucky, in Virginia if there
are any left. Everywhere, wherever they may be
found, T would uphold their hands, secure them in
all their loeal rights, support, and defend them.
Confiscate everything you choose that is the prop-
erty of rebels, and [ will join with you—their
slaves, their property, everything take from them;
but stand by those who amid trinls stand by you
and their country. Iimagine, when the Govern-
mentof the United States confiscates negroes and
slaves, and is substituted in place of the owners of
that property, that the Government of the United
States will not sell those slaves; and you can all
sea the logical effect of this doetrine. Atthesame
time, you must conduct this war not only with
energy and spirit, but 8o as to convince all loyal
people, without regard to previous political rela-
tions, without regard to sections or localities, that
this war is conducted for the preservation of the
Government, for the Union and the Constitution.
Then let it be conducted with energy, and infuse
into all the departments of this Government the
spirit that pervades your people, and I tell you
this war will end; and instead of being a record
of disasters, as it has been heretofore, it will be a
proud record to which you and your children may
point for ages to come.

Mr. GRIMES. In order to meet the views of
the Senator from Ohio, I propose to modify the
subdstitute which I have offered, so as to make it
read:

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Represeniatives con-
eurring,) ‘That a joiut committee of thiree inémbers of the
Senate, and tour members of the House of Representatives
be uppointed to inquire into the conduct ol the present
wilr, and that they have power to send for persons and
papers, and tosit during the sessions of either House of Con-
gress.

Mr. HALE, It strikes me that is a little too
broad; it is not quite pointed enough. I think
that while the conduct of the war generally should
be inquired into, there are one or two events in
its progress that deserve to be pointed at » little
move than this general resolution does. I con-
fess that amongst those I think is that one allu-
ded to in the resolution originally introduced b
the Senator from Michigan—the Kisasteratlzall s
Bluff. Ithink the sentimentof this countrylooks
upon that as one of the most egregious crimes
that was ever committed. It waswithout excuse
or apology, Sir, there were some of the best
citizens of New England, and especially of Mas-
sachusetts—I have no right especially to speak
of them—that were thrown like slaughtered ani-
mals into the Potomae, and some of the best
bleod of New England was wasted and sacrificed
on that occasion; and as gallant and eloquent a
man as ever graced this Chamber was ruthlesst
slain, and, in the opinion of the country ,sacrificed,
slaughtercd, 1 think it deserves a little more
nointed nlace in the.esolution than it has in the

hands of the Senator from Michigan, however, I
will leave it with him, but these are my convic-
tions.

Mr. CHANDLER. I takeitthatthe commit-
tee, under the resolution as it now stands, will
have power to investigate the specific cases al-
luded to by the Senator from New Hampshire.
I am satisfied with the resolution as it stands,

Mr. HALE. I move to add, * especially the
disaster at Ball’s Bluff.”

Myr. CHANDLER. Very well; I will accept
that amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. MonrgriLL
inthechair.) 1t will be considered as so amended,
if there be no objection.

Mr. WILSON. Ithink wehad better stand on
the resolution as modified by the Senator from
Towa. That is a general proposition, and covers
the whole case; and,as a Senstor suggests o me,
the committee may be instructed at any time.

I have a right, Mr. President, to fecl as deeply
as any Scnator can feel in vegard to the disaster at
Ball’s Bluff, and I have listened attentively to the
remarks that have been made in regard to it. I
have not the information thatJeads me to give an
intelligent opinion upon that subject. I think
none of us have the information that will enable
us to fix the responsibility anywhere. We can-
not say who is responsible, nor whether it shall
rest with the living or the dead.

The committee will have the general power of
investigating all these subjects; and 1 think that
ample and sufficient. I was glad to hear to-day
the Senator from Ohio make the suggestion that
this proposition should cover something more
than a few battle-fields. It seems to mie, siv, that
sve have had a series of military mistakes made;
but the greatest mistakes after all that have been
made in this war, have been the series of irre-
sponsible proclamations made by generals in the
field. Itistime these proclamations ceased.
would put a law upon the statute-book forbidding
any general to-issue a proposition or an order
concerning the rights of any classes of the com-
munity, unless that proposition or that proclama-
tion came from the exccutive department of the
Government of the United States. I think the
time has come when these proclamations should
cease; when this nation should cease to speak to
the world with a forked tongue; and when the
Government of the country should have a con-
sistent policy in regard to these measures.

As to the failures in the field, it is very easy,
siry to criticise them; but we should all remem-
ber that we have no men in America of militar
experience on anything like the scale on whicIv1
they are now required to net. We have had a
little army of fourteen or fifteen thousand men.
No man in this country ever led into action before
this war twelve thousand men. We have anarm
now in the field of half a million of men. WZ
have generals who have been trained in the mili-
tary service of the country, but on a small scale.
We are calling the military talent of the country
into the field. It takes more than twenty thou-
sand officers to officer the military force now in
the field in this country,and we have but very
few nien that can claim any military experience,
Those who have any military experience, have
it upon a very small scale indeed.

That mistakes have been made and will be
made, no one can doubt. We should expect
therm. Military mistakes were made in the Revo-
lution,and in the last war with England, and they
will be made until our armies are trained and
fitted, as soldiers, for their duties. 'We have had,
I think, some of the grossest blunders, but I be-
lieve the greatest mistake of all, in a nilitary
point of view, has taken place down on the coast
of the Carolinas.

I am willing, sir, to have this investigation. I
have no doubt a committee of the two Houses of
Congress will act judiciously, and that facts will
be brought out that may explain the affairs that
have taken place, and put the responsibility of
mistakes where it justly belongs; but 1 go for it
more for the future than for the past, for we should
teach men in civil and in military authority that
the people expect that they will not make mis-
tukes, and that we shall not be casy with their
errorg. The public voice demands that all the
canacitv. all tha ehavastar all thot mnam hawa cnd

to stand upon technicalities for the preservation
of the old Army, or the getting up of a new one.
Such things are all to pass away, and they are to
toil night and day to bring this war to a success-
ful conclusion. We cannot help the past. Ishould
like to see the responsibility of the errors of the
past placed where itbelongs; but I think the prop-
osition before us showing the tone and temper of
Congress; showing, I think, the will of the people
at home, will teach a lesson that may be heeded,
and may be, therefore, conducive to the public
good. I vote for it more in the hope of the good
that is to be done in the futute by it, than to bring
before the country the mistakes of the past, or to
fix the responsibilities upon any class of men,
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, MoRrRILL
in the chair,) The Senator from Iowa proposed
to modify hisresolution; and the question is upon
agreeing to that modification. The Chair will
consider that as the sense of the Senate unless
objection be made. The Chair hears no objec-
tion; and the question now recurs on the adop-
tion of the resolution, as modified.
Mr. LATHAM. I call for the yeas and nays
upon that guestion, )
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being
taken, resulted—yeas 33, nays 3; as follows:
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark,
Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foster, Grimes, Ilale,
Harlan, Harris, Howe, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy,
King, ﬂarne of Indiana, L.ane of Kansas, McDougall, Mor-
rill, Pearce, Pomeroy, Powell, Sanlsbury, Sherman, Sim-
mong, Sumner, Ten hyck, 'I"rumbull, Yade, Wilkinson,

and Wilson—33.
NAYS—Messrs. Carlile; Latham, and Rice~—3.

So the resolution was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. GRIMES, the Senate then
adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Monvay, December 9, 1861.

The House met at twelve o’clogk, m. Prayer
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tromas H, SrocxTox.

The Journal of Thursday last was read and
approved.

Messrs. Crirrevpexy and Mavrrory of Ken-
toeky, Brown of Virginia, Browxe of Rhode
Island, and Woop of New York,appeared in their
seats to-day.

DELEGATE QUALIFIED,

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I rise toa question
of %Exvilege. I present the credentials of Jorw B,
8. Toop, Delegate elect from the Territory of
Dakotah. I sk that he be qualified.

Mr. Toop appeared and qualified by taking the
usual oath to support the Constitution of the
United States.

CLERK TO A COMMITTEE.

Mr. BUFFINTON, by unanimous consent,
submitted the following resolution; which was
read, considered, and agreed to:

Resolred, That the Committee of Accounts be authorized

to employ a clerk, at the usual compensation for the time
actually and necessarily employed. . '

YIRGINTA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE.

Mr. DAWES. Irise to a question of privilege.
1 am instructed by the Committee of Elections to
report the following resolution:

Resolved, I'hat 8. F. Beach, contesting the right of Hon.
Charles H. Uptontoa seat In this House us u Representative
from the seventh districtof the State of Virginis be, and he is
hereby, required to scrve upon said Upton, within six days
after the passage of this resolution, a particular statenent
of the grounds of said contest, and that said Upton be, and
he ishetehy, required to serve upon said Reach hizanswer
thereto in six days thevenfier, aud that both parties be al-
Jowed twenty days next after the serviee of said answer,
to tuke testimony in support of their scveral nllegations
and denials before some person residing in said districtor
the District of Colembia, authorized by the laws of Vir-
ginia or of the United States to wake depositions ; but in
all other respects in the manner proscribed in the act of
February 19, 1851,

The resolution was adopted.

Mr. DAWES. At the last session, the House
ordered the papers in this casc to be printed.
For seme reason or other that order has not been
complied with, and I renew the motion now that
all the papers in the case of that contested elec-
tion be printed.

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed by
th?\ ”Clc‘r‘l‘: that the 9}'(101‘ was made last session.

A XTI
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" CONDUCT OF TUE WAR.

‘A message from the Senate, by Joux 'W. For-
wey, Esq., itsSecretary, announced the adoption
by the Senate of the following concurrent reso-
lation: o ’

Resolved: by the Senate, (the House of Representatives
eancarring,) That a jolnt committee of three membhers of
the Senate, and four members of the House of Representa-
tives, be appointed to inquire into the condnct of the pres-
ent war, that they have power to send for persons and
papers, and to sit during the sessions of either House of
Congress. N ) .

Mr. WASHBURNE, by unanimous consent,
moved that the House ‘concur in the resolution,
and demanded the previous question. ~ :

The previois question was seconded and the
main question ordeved; and being put, the resolu-
tion was concurred in,

Mr.- WASHBURNE moved to reconsider the
vote by which the resolation was concurred in;
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider
upon the table. .

The latter motion was agreed to.

IIOMESTEAD BILL-—AGAIN.

The question recurred on Mr. Porrer's de-

Ln_?lnd for the previous question on the homestead
ill,

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM.. Idesire to say that
the bill reported from the Committee on Public
Lands is precisely the same as the one referred
to by thegentieman from lllinois, [Mr. Lovesoy,)
up to the sixth section. ’

The previous question was seconded and the
main question ordered; and being put, the motion
to pastpone the further consideration of the bill
until Wednesday next was agreed to.

BALTIMORE POLICE COMMISSIONERS,
Mr. BINGHAM. Iam instrycted by the Com-

mittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the memorial of Chuarles Howard, William H.
Gatchell, and John W. Davig, police commis-
sioners of the city of Baliimore, to report back
the same, with a recommendation that the com-
mittee be discharged from its further consideration,

Mr. PENDLETON. lsitin order to movea
recomniitment of that report?

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir,

Mr.PENDLETON. Mr. Speaker,asa mem-
ber. of the Judiciary Commistee, I felt myself
obliged to examine very carcfully the questions
. whichariseon thatmemorial. Ihaveformedavery
decided opinion as to all of them, and as to0 the
proper course to be pursued by this House in re-
gard to them. liisasubjectinvolving the personal
Iiberties of the citizen and their constitutional
gunrantees. ‘There is, therefore, since I disagree
cntirely to the veport of the committee, no choice
left to me in the performance of what [ understand
to be my duty as a Representative and as a mem-
berof that committee, but to make every effort in
my power to indace the House to give what I
think is a proper respouse to a respeettul petition.

I move to recommit this report to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary with instractions to report
a resolution which I send to the Chair, and on
which 1 shall ask the attention of the House for
a few moments.

The resolutien was read by the Clerk, as fol-
lows:

Resolved, "That the Congress alone has the power, under
the Constitition of the United States, 1o suspead the privie
tege ot the writo! haheas corpus; that the excreise of that
powar by any otlier depirtient of the Government is &
usarpation, and thereloro dangerous to the liberties of the
people ; that iy is the duty of the President to deliver Charles
Howard, William 1. Gatchell, and John W. Davis to the
custody of the warshal of the proper distriet, i’ they are
charged with any offense against the laws of the United
Siates, 10 the end that they may be indicted, and “enjoy
Lhe right of a specdy and public trial by an impartial jury
of the State and distriet wherein the crime *? is alleged to
have been committed.

Mr. PENDLETON. Mr. Speaker, I propose
to detain the House for a short time in the dis-
cussion of this resolution.

Mere. LOVEJOY. Is that in order?

The SPEAKER. ltis.

Mr. LOVEJOY. I thonght the Chair was
cailing eommittees for reports.

The SPEAKER. Yes; this is a report made
from the Judiciary Commitiee, and is before the
House. :

My, PENDLETON. Ihave no disposition to
consume the time of the House this morning; but
1 desire to address the ‘House on this subject,

Mr. BINGHAM. With the leave of my col-
league, I will suggest thatthis matter be postponed
till o day certain, and made n.specml oy_d‘er, 50
that my colleagie can be heard, if he desires,

Mr. PENDLETON. It will be agreeable to
me either to go on to-day with what I have to
say, orat any other early day——to-morrow or next
day—as may suit the convenience of the House,
I bave no disposition to intrude on it at any in-
convenient hour, [Cries of  Go on now !”’]

Mr, BINGHAM. There is a special order
assigned for the day after to-morrow. T

r. PENDLETON. It seems to be the will.
of gentlemen uround me that I should go on now.
r. BINGHAM. Vex:lz well. .

Mr. PENDLETON, These memorialists are
members of the board of police of the city of Bal-
timore. They were selected by the Legislature
of the State of Maryland to carry out the pro-
visionsof alaw which had then just been enacted.
By those provisions, the whole police power of
the State, within the limits of that eity, is in-
trusted to the board. No pelice force can law-
fully exist in Baltimore, unless by its appoint-
ment, and subject to its control. The officers and
men of the force, when appointed, have no inde-
pendent authority by virtue of their office; they
are only employed, by the very terms of the stat-
ute, to enable the boavd to discharge its duties.
Heavy penalties are denounced agaiast any per-
sons who shall forcibly obstruct the execution of
any of the ﬁrovxsmns of the law, or who shall
interfere with the performance of the Quties of the
commissioners; and it is made part of that duily
to see that such penalties are rigidly enforced.
"The commisgioners cannot delegate their powers,
nor develve upon any other persons their duties,
nor avoid their responsibilities, nor can they per-
mit their powers to be usurped, and their duties
to be performed by any other agency, without a
palpable infraction of the law. .

Before entering upon the duties of their office,
the members of the board were sworn faithfully
to carry outthe-provisions and policy of the law.
They were in the full and successful execution
of their duties on the 27Tth day of June last. The
peace of the city of Baltimore was then unbroken.
The courts of the United States were in full oper-
ation. The judges, district attorney, and mar-
shal were performing theiraccustomed functions.
The process of the courts had been obstructed in
but one memorable instance, and then by the
order of the President. . ‘

_ On that day General Baoks issued the follow-
ing

Proclamation to the People of the City of Baltimore.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF Axnuioms,
une .

By vivtue of nuthority vested in me, and in ’ob_udicnco to
orders, as connnanding general of the military depariment
of Annnapolis, I hive arrested, and do now detain in ens-
tody, Mr. George P. Kane, chief of police of the city of Bal-
timore. 1 deem it proper at this the moment of arrest to
make [ornal and public declaration of themotive by which
[ have besn governed in this procceding.

kv is not my purpose, neither Is it in consonance with my
instruetions, to interfere in any manner with the legitimate
government of the people of Baltimore or Maryland. [
<desire to support e public authorities in a1l appropriate
duties; in preserving peace, proteeting property and the
rights of persons, in obeying and upholding every muniei-
pal regulation and statute, consistent with the Jaws of the
United States and of Muryland.,

But unlawflul combinations of men, organized for resist-
ance 1o such laws, that provide hidden deposits of arms
and ammnunition, encourage contraband traffic with men at
war with the Government, and while enjoying its protec-
tion and privileges, stealthily wait opportuitity to combine
their means and forces with those in rebellion against its
authority, are not among the recognized or legal rights of
any eluss of men, and eannot be permitted under any form
of government whatever. Such combinations are well
known to ¢xist in this department.

The mass of citizensof Baltimore and of Maryland, layal
o the Constltution and the Union, are neither parties to
nor responsible for them. But the chief of police Is not
ouly believed to be cognizant of these facts, but, in con-
travention of his duty, and in violation of law, he is, by
direction or indirection, both witness and protector to the
transactions and the parties engaged therein. Under such
circumstances, the Government cannot regard Him other-
wise than ai the lead of an armed force, hostile to its au-
therity, and acting in concert with its avowed enemies,

For this reason, superseding his official authority and
that of the eommissioners of police, I have arrested and
now da detain him in custody of the United States; and in
further pursuance of my instructions, I have appointed for
the time being, Colonel’ Kenly, of the fitst regiment of Ma-
ryland volunteers, provost marshal, in and for the eity of
Baltimore, “ 10 superintend and canse to be execwuted the
police iaws provided by the Legislature of Maryland,® with
the ald and assistance of the subordinate affienrs of thi

Whenever a loyal citizen shall be otherwise named for
the performance of this daty, who will execute these laws
impartially and in good faith to the Government of the Uni-
ted States, the military force of this department will render
to him that instant and willing obedience which is due from
every good citizen to his Government,

' : NATH. P, BANKS, ,
Major General commanding Department of vnnapolis,

And, on the same day, the board of police
adopted the following preamble and resolutions:

Preamble and Resolutions adopted by the Board of Police
on June 27th.

Whereas the laws of the State of Maryland give the
whole and exelusive control of the police force of the ity
to the board of police, organized and appointed by the Gen-
cral Assembly ; and not only are the said board bound to
exereise the pewers In, and to discharge the datiesimposed
upon them, bug atl ether persons are yiositively probibited,
under heavy penalties, from interfering with them In so
doing ; and whereas there is no power given to the board
to transfer the coutrol over any purtion of the police force
to any person or persons whomsoever, other than the offi-
cers of police appolnted by them, in pursnance of the ex-
press provisions of the law, and acting under theirorders;
and whereas, by the arders of Major General Banks, an
officer of the United Stales Army, commanding in this eity,
the marshal of police bas been arrested, the board of police
superseded, and an officer of the Ariny, has been appointed
provost marshal, and dirccted to assuime the command and
contrul of the police force of this city : Thercfore,

Be it resolved, T hat this board do solemnly protest against
the orders and proceedings, above referred to, of Major
Gencral Banks as an arbitrary exercise of military power,
not warranted by any provision of the Constitution or laws
of the United States, or of the State of Maryland, but in
derogation of all of them.

Resotred, That whiist the board, yielding to the force of
circumstances, witl do nothing to increase the present ex-
citement, or obstruct the execution of such measures as
Major General Banks may deem pmtlm to take on his own
responsibility for the preservation of the peace of the city
and of publie arder, they caunnot, consistently with their
views of official duty and of the obligations of their oaths
of office, recoguize the right of any of the officers and men
of the police f%tcc, as such, to receive orders or directions
fréin any other authority thun from this board. )

Resolved, That, in the apinion of the board, the foreible
suspension of their functions suspendsat the same time the
active operation of the police Jaw, and puts the officers and
men off duty for the present, lenving them subject, how-
ever, to the rnles and regulations of the service as to their
personal conduct and déportment, und to tho orders which
this board may see fit hereafter to issue when the present
illegal suspension of their functions shall be removed.

CHARLES HOWARD, President,

WILLIAM H. GATCHELL,

CHARLES D. HINKS,

JOHN W, DAVIS,

GEORGE WILLIAM BROWN, Mayor,
and ex-pfficio member of the Board.

In accordance with these resolutions, the board
ceased to exercise any control over the police of
the city, or in any wise to interfere with the pro--
ceedings of the provost marshal designated by
General Banks. On the 1st day ofliuly, just
after midnight, these memorialists wevre arrested,
each at his own house, by a regiment of soldiers,
and soon afterwards General Banks issued the
following proclamation:

To the Public.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTHMENT OF ANNAPOLIS,
ForT McHeNRY, July 1.

In pursuance of orders issued from the headguarters of
the Army at Washingtou, for the preservation of thie public
peace in this department, [ have arrested, and do now de-
tain in custody of the United States, the Jate members of
the board of police—Messrs, Charles Howard, William I,
Gatchell, Charles D, Hinks, and John W. Davis. The in-
cidents of the past week afforded full justtficatlon for this
ordér, ‘The headquarters, under the charge of the boatd,
when abandoned by the officers, resembled in some réspects
a concealed arsonal. After pufmc recognition and protest
against the ¢ suspension of their functions,* they continued
their sessions daily. Upon a forced and unwarrantable
construction of my proclamation of the 27th witimo, they
declared that the police Jaw was suspended,and the police
officers and men put off duty for the present, intending to
leave the city without any police proiection whatever.
They refused to recognize the ofiicers or men necessarily
selected by the provost marshal for its protection, and hold
subject to their ordars, now and hereafter, the old police
force, a large body of armed wmen, for some purpose, not
known to the Government, and inconsistent with its peace
ot security. To anticipate noy intentious or orders on their
part, I have placed temporarily a portion of the foree nuder
my command within the eity. [ digelaim, on the part of
the Govermuent I represent, all desire, intention, avd pur-
pose to interfere, in any manner whatever, with the ordi-
nary municipal affairs of the ¢ity nf Baltimore. Whensver
a loyal citizen con be named who will execute its police
laws with impartiality and ingond faith to the United States,
the military force will be willidrawn from the central paris
of the muaieipality at once. No soldier will be permitted
In e elty, except under regulntions salisthctary to the
tharshal 3 and if anysoadmitted violate the wunieipal law,
they shall be punished according to the eivil law, by the

civil tribunals. NATHANIEL P, BANKS,
Major General Commending.

I will not ’}}ause to comment at large on these
resolutions. The opwion of General Banksat the
time, or of this Housc how. as to their nronricty



