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The VICE PRESIDENT. It requires unani-
mous consent.

* Mr. HAMLIN. It may be an ungracious, it
is an unpleasant task, to object to the motion
which has been made by my friend from Michi-
gan; but I have seen so many occasions when
Jadies were admitted to this Hall when the result
was only to interrupt the legitimate business of
the session, that 1 feel compelled to enter my ob-
jection. We passed a resolution on the last day
of our meeting excluding all persons, except the
members of the House of Representatives, from
‘being admitted to the Senate Chamber; and I think
it is too early now to depart from that resolation.
I must therefore object to this proposition.

REMOVAL T0 THE NEW HALL.

~Mr.DAVIS. The special committee appoint-

ed to make arrangements for the removal of the
Senate from the present to the new Chamber have
directed me to make a report, accompanied by a
diagram, which I now submit to the Senate.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will
read the report.

The Secrctary read the report, in which the
committee state that they had arranged the scats
and desks for Senators, and for the officers and
reporters of the Senate, in the mode exhibited in
an accompanying diagram. They had also as-
signed rooms for the use of the officers of the Sen-
ate; and they added that an appropriation was
required for furnishing them. The galleries on
the left of the chair were assigned to ladies and
the gentlemen accompanying them; those on the
right of the chair to gentlemen alone. The center
portion of the north gallery was reserved for such
reporters of the press as may be admitted theveto
by the authority of the Senate, except the front
desk, which was setapart for the reporters of the
Senate. The committee proposed the following
order of proceedings for removing to the new
Chamber: After an address, to be delivered by
the Vice President, the Senators, preceded by
their President, Secretary,and Sergeant-at-Arms,
will move in the usual order of procession to the
new Chamber, and there assume the seats respect-
ively assigned to them; when, after prayer Ly the
Chaplain, the business will be continued as pre-
scribed by the rules of the Senate.

Mr. CRITTENDEN. [ move you, Mr. Pres-
ident and Senators, that we proceed at once to the
consideration of this report, and thatit be adopted.
That is the purpose for which I rise. Before,
however, submitting that motion to the vote of
the Scnate, L hope that [ may be indulged ina few
words of parting from this Chamber. This is to
be the lust day of our session here; and this place,
which has known us so long, is to know us no
more forever as a Senate.  The parting scems to
me, sir, to be somewhat of a solemn one,and full
of eventful recolicetions. I wish, however, only
to say a few words,

Many associations, pleasant and proud, bind us
and our hearts to this place. We cannot but feel
their influence, especially I, Mr. President, whose
lot it has been to serve 1n this body more years
than any other member now present. That we
should all be attached to it, that my longer asso-
ciation should attach me to it, is most nataral.
Mr. President, we cannot quit this Chamber with-
out some feeling of sacred sadness. This Cham-
ber has been the scene of great events. IHere
questions of American constitutions and laws
have been debated; questions of peace and war
have been debated and decided; questions of em-
pire have occupied the attention of this assem-

blage in times past; this was the grand theater |
upon which these things havebeen enacted. They ©

give a sort of consecrated character to this Hall.

Sir, great men have been the actors here. The
illustrious dead, that have distinguished thisbody
in times past, naturally rise to our view on such
an occasion.

is not surpassed, and whose power and ability
and patriotism are not surpassed, by anything of
Grecian or of Roman name. I have scen Clay
and Webster, and Calhoun and Benton,and Leigh
and Wright,and Clayton, (last though not least,)
mingling together in this body at one time, and
uniting their counsels for the benefit of their coun-
try.
Lilities, on such an occasion as this, to have left

1 speak only of what I have seen, |
and but partially of that, when I say that here, |
within these walls, I have seen men whose fame |

i

! caster, Anvapolis, and Yorktown.
They seem to our imagination and sensi- || {
I commencement of the present Government, 1t

their impress on these very walls; and this ma-
jestic dome seems almost yet to echo with the
voice of their eloquence. This Hall seems to be
a local habitation for their names. This Hall is
full of the pure odor of their justly-earned fame.
There are others besides those I have named, of
whom I will not speak, because they have not yet
closed their career—not yet ended their services
to the country; and they will receive their reward
hereafter. There are a host of others thatI might
mention—that deserve to be mentioned—but it
swould take too long. Their names are in no
danger of being forgotten, nor their services un-
thought of or-unhonored.

Sir, we leave behind us, in going from this
Hall, these associations, these proud imagina-
tions so well calculated to prompt to a generous
emulation of their services to their country; but
we will carry along with us, to the new Chamber
to which we are to go, the spirit and the memory
of all these things; we will carry with us all the
inspiration which our illustrious predecessors are
calculated to give; and wherever we sit we shall
be the Senate of the United States of America—a
great, a powerful, & conservative body in the
government of this country, and a body that will
maintain, as I trust and believe, under all cireum-
stances and in all times to come, the honor, the
right, and the glory of this country. Because
we leave this Chamber, we shall not leave be-
hind us any sentiment of patriotism, any devo-
tion to the country which the illustrious exem-
plars that have gone before us have set to us.
These, like our household gods, will be carried
with us; and we, the representatives of the States
of thismighty Union, will be found always equal,
I trust, to the exigencies of any time that may
come upon our country. No matter under what
sky we may sit; no matter what dome may cover
us; the great patriotic spirit of the Senate of the
United States will be there; and I have an abiding
confidence that it will never fail in the perform-
ance of its duty, sit where it may, even though
it were in a desert.

But it is yet, sir, not possible to leave this Hall
without casting bebind us many longing and lin-
gering looks. It has been the scene of the past;
the new Chamber is to be the scenc of the future;
and that future, I hope, will not be dishonored
by any comparison to be made with the past. It,
too, will have its illustrations of great public ser-
vices rendered by great men and great patriots;
and this body, the great preservative element of
the Government, will discharge all its duties,
aking care to preserve the Union of the States
which they represent—the source of all their hon-
ors, the source of the trust which they sit here to
execate, the source as it has been and as it will
Le of their country’s greatness, happiness, and
prosperity, in times to come as it has been in the
time that is past.

Mr. President, I cannot detain you longer. 1
moeve that the vote of the Senate be now taken
on the report which has been presented,and that
it be adopted.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on
agreeing to the report of the committee,

The veport was adopted nent. con.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators, I have
been charged by the committee to whom you con-
fided the arrangements of this day, with the duty
of expressing someof the reflections that natuvally
occur in taking final leave of a Chamber which
has so long been occupied by the Senate. In the

{ progress of owr country and the growth of the

representation, this room has become too con-
tracted for the representatives of the States now
existing and soon to exist; and accordingly you
are about to exchange it for a Flail affording ac-
commodations adequate to the present and the
future. The occasion suggests many interesting
reminiscences; and it may be agrecable, in the
first place, to occupy a foew minutes with a short
account of the various places at which Congress
has assembled, of the struggles which preceded
the permanent location of the seat of Government,
and of the circumstances under which it was
finally established on the banks of the Potomac.

The Congress of the Revolution was sometimes
a fugitive, holding its sessions, as the chances of
war required, at Philadelphia, Baltimore, Lan-
During the
period between the conclusion of peace and the

$et }?L Princeton, Annapolis, Trenton, and New
ork.

After the idea of a permanent Union had been
executed in part by the adoption of the Articles
of Confederation, the question presented itself of
fixing a seat of Government, and this hmmediately
called forth intense interest and rivahy. -

That the place should be central, having regard
to the population and territory of the Confederacy,
was the only point.common to the contending
parties. Propositions of all kinds were offered,
debated, and rejected, sometimes with intemper-
ate warmth. At length, on the Tth of Octéber,
1783, the Congress being at Princeton, whither
they had been driven from Philadelphia, by the
insults of a body of armed men, it was resolved
that a building for the use of Congress be erected
near the falls of the Delaware. This was soon
after modified by requiring suitable buildings to.
be also erected near the falls of the Potomac,that
the residence of Congress might alternate between
those places. But the question was not.allowed
to rest, and at length, aflec frequent and warm
debates, it was resolved that the residence of Con-
gress should continue at ove place; and comnis-
sioners were appointed, with full power’to lay
out a district for a Federal town near the falls of
the Delaware; and in the mean time Congress as<
sembled alternately at Trenton and Annapokis;
but the representatives of other States were unre-
mitting in exertions for their respective localities.

On the 23d of December, 1784, it was resolved
to remove to the city of New York, and to re-
main there until the building on the Delaware
should be completed;and accordingly, on the 11th
of January, 1785, the Congress met at New York,
where they continued to hold their sessions untit
the Confederation gave place to the Constitution.

The Commissioners to lay out a town on the
Delaware reported their proceedings to Congress;
but no further steps were taken to carry the res-
olution into effect.

‘When the bonds of union were drawn closer by
the organization of the new Government under
the Constitution, on the 3d of March, 1789, the
subject was revived and discussed with greater
warmth than before. It was conceded onall sides
that the residence of Congress should continue at
one place,and the prospect of stability in the Gov~
ernment invested the question with a deeper in-
terest. Some members proposed New York, as
being ¢ superior to any place they knew for the
orderly and decent behavior of its inhabitants.””
To this it was answered that it was ot desirable
that the political capital should be in a commer-
cial metropolis. Others ridiculed the idea of build-
ing palaces in the woods. Mr. Gerry, of Massa-
chusetts, thought it highly unreasonable to fix the
seat of Government in such a position asto have
nine States of the thirteen t6 the northward of the

lace; while the Soutl Carolinians objected to
Bhiladelphia on account of the number of Qua-
kers, who, they said, continually annoyed the
southern members with schemes of emancipation.

In the midst of these disputes, the House of
Representatives resolved, ‘“that the permanent
seat of Government ought to be at some eonve-
nient place on the banks of the Susquehanna.’”
On the introduction of a bill to give effect to_this
resolution, much feeling was exhibited, especially
by the southern members. Mr. Madison thought
if the proceeding of that day had been foreseen
by Virginia, that State might not have become &
party to the Constitation. ‘The question was al-
lowed by every member to be a matter of great
importance. Mr. Scott said the future tranquillity
and weli-being of the United States depended as
much on this as on any question that ever had,
or could, come before Congress; and Mr. Fisher
Ames remarked that every principle of prideand
honor and even of patriotism were engaged. For
a time, any agreement appeared to be impossible;
but the good genius of our system finally prevailed,
and on the 23th of June, 1799, an aet was passed
containing the following clause:

<« That a district of territory on the river Potomae, aisome
place between the mouihs of the eastern branch and the
Counogocheague, be, and the same is nereby, accepted, for
the permanent seat of the Government of the United States.””

The same act provided that Congress should
hold its sessions at Philadelphia until the first
Monday in November, 1800, when the Govern-
ment should remove to the district selected on the

Potomac. Thus was scttled a question which had
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produced much sectional feeling between the
States.  Butall difficulties were not yetsurmount-
ed; for Congress, vither from indiflerence, or the
want of money, failed to make adequate appro-
priations for the crection of public buildings, and
the cominissioners were often reduced to great
straits to maintain the progress of the work.
Finding itimpossible to borrow money in Earope,
or to obtain it from Congress, Washington, in
December, 1796, made a personal appeal to the
Legislature of Maryland, which was responded to
by an advance of $100,000; but in so deplorable
a’'condition was the credit of the Federal Govern-

ment that the State required, as a guarantee of

payment, the pledge of the private credit of the
commissioners.

From the beginning Washington had advocated
the present seat of Grovernment.
ment here was due, in a large measure, to his in-

flnences it was his wisdom and prudence that com- |

puted disputes and settled conflicting titles; and

it was chiefly through his personal influence that
the funds were provided to prepave the buildings

for the reception of the President and Congress.

"I'he wings of the Capitol having been suffieient-

ly prepared, the Government removed Lo this Dis-

trict on the 17th of November, 1800; or as Mr.
Wolcott expressed it, left the comforts of Phila-
delphia ¢ to go to the Indian place with the long

name, in the woods on the Potomac.”

treme, with its long, unopened avenues and
streets, its deep morasses, and its vast area cov-
ered with trees instead of houses. Itis enough
to say that Washington projected the whole plan
upon a scale of centuries, and that time enough
remains to fill the measure of his greal conception.

The Senate continued to oceupy the north wing,
and the House of Representatives the south wing
of the Capitol, until the 24th of August, 1814,
when the British ermy entered the city and burned
the public buildings.” This occurred during the
recess, and the President immediately convened
the Congress. Both Houses met in a brick build-
ing known as Blodget’s Fotel, which occupied a

art of the square now covered by the General
E’ost Office. Dut the accommodations in that
house being quite insufficient, a number of public-
spirited citizenserected a mors commodious build-
itig, on Capitol Hill, and tendered it to Congress;
the offer was accepted,and both Housescontinued
to oceupy it until the wings of the new Capitol
were completed. This building yet stands on the
street opposite to the northeastérn corner of the
Capitol Square, and has since been occasion-
ally occupicd by persons employed in different
branches of the public service.

On the 6th of December, 1819, the Senate as-
sembled for the first time in this Chamber, which
has been the theater of their deliberations for
more than thirty-nine years.

And now the strifes and uncertainties of the

ast are finished. We see around us on every
side the proofs of stability and improvement.
This Capitol is worthy of the Republic, Noble

ublic buildings meel the view on every hand,
]}‘masures of science and the arts begin to accu-
mulate. As this flourishing city enlarges, it tes-
tifies to the wisdom and forecast that dictated the
plan of it. Future generations will not be dis-

turbed with questions concerning the center of

population, or of territory, since the steamboat,
the railroad, and the telégraph have made com-
munication almest instantaneous. The spot is
sacrod by a thousand memories, which are so
many pledges that the city of Washington,
founded by him and bearing his revered name,
with its beautiful site, bounded by picturesque
eminences, and ihe broad Polomac, and Iymﬁ
within view of his home and his tomb, shal
remain forever the political capital of the United
States.

It would be interesting to note the zradual
changes which have oceurred in the practical
workine of the Government, since the adoption
of the Constitution; and itmay be appropriateto

of its business was transacted with closed doors, appalled at the contempiation of the prodigious
i and it took comparatively little part in the legis- || force which has marked their progress. Sixty-
i lative debates, The rising and vigorousinteliects | nine years ngo, thirteen States contrining three

4tz establish- |

1 willnot ||
pause to describe the appearance, at that day, of
the place where the city was to be. Cotempo-
rary accounts represent it as desolate in the ex-

i of the country sought the arena of the House of
| Representatives as the appropriate theater for the
: display of their powers.  Mr. Madison observed,
| on some oceasion, that being a young man, and
| desiring to increase his reputation, he could not
| afford to enter the Senate; and it will be remem-
| bered, that,so lateas 1812, the great debates which
i preceded the war and aroused the country to the
iasserlion of its rights, took place in the other
branch of Congress. To such an extent wasthe
| idea of seclusion carried, that, when this Cham-
| ber was completed, no seats were prepared for
! the accommodation of the public; and it was not
until many years afterwards that the semi-circu-
lar gallery was erected which admits the people
10 be witnesses of your proceedings.  But now,
the Senate, besides its pecyliar relations to the
eeutive departiment of the Government, agsumes
L its full share of duiy as a coequal branch of the
il Legistatwre; indeed, from the limited number of
its members, and for cther obvious reasons, the
| most important questions, especially of foreign
| policy, are apt to pass first under discussion 1n
| this body, and to be a member of itis justy re-
i garded as one of the highest honors which canbe
! conferred on an American statesman.
| Itis searcely necessary to point cut the causes
1 of this change, or 1o say that itisa concession
{ both to the importance and the individuality of
the States, and to the free and open chavacter of
the Government.

In connection with this easy buttherough trans-
ition, it is worthy of remark that it has been of-
fected without a charge from any guarter that the
Senate has transcended its constitutional sphere—
a tribute at once to the moderation of the Senatg,
and another proof to thonghtful men of the com-
prehensive wisdom with which the framers of the
! Constitution secured essential principles without

inconveniently embarrassing the action of the
Government.

The progress of this popular movement, in one
aspeet of it, has been ‘steady and marked. Ad
the origin of the Government no arrangements
in the Senate were made for spectators; in this
Chamber about one third of the space isaliotted
to the publie; and in the new apartment the gal-
leries cover two thirds of its area. In all free
countries the admission of the people to withess
!legislative proceedings is an essential element of
| public confidence; and it is not to be anticipated
' that this whalesome principle will ever beabused
by the substitution of partial and interested dem-
obstrations for the expression of a matured and
enlightened public opinion. Yetit should never
be alrguttl:n that not France, but the tarbulent
spectators within the Hall, awed and controlled
the French Assembly.  With this lesson and its
consequence before us, the time will never come
when the deliberations of the Senate shall be
swayed by the blandishments or the thunders of
: the galieries.

{ It is impossible to disconnect from an occa-
! sion like this, a crowd of reflection on our past
| history, and of speculations on the future. The
i most meager account of the Senate involves a
| summary of the progress of our country. From
{ year to year you have seen your representation
! enlarge; time and again you have proudly wel-
| comed a new sister into the Confederacy; and the
| occurrences of this

| the United States.

| epochs in the history of the Union.

! 'On the 3d of March, 1789, when the Govern-
| ment was organized under the Constitation, the
| Senate was composed of the representatives of
! eleven States, containing three millions of people.
. On the 6th of December, 1819, when the Sen-
"ate met for the first time in this room, Jt was
i composed of the representatives of twenty-one
|| States, containing nine millions of people.

|
|

| thirty-two States,

i Such is our country; ay, an
i

| millions of inhabitants, burdened with debt, and
| exhauated by the long war of independence, es-
i Lgh!ishcd l‘qr their common good a free Constitu-
| tion, on prineiples new to mankind, and began
! their experiment with the good wishes of a few
| doubting friends and the derision of the world.
| Look at the result to-day; twenty-eight millions
of people, in every way happier than an equal
number in any vihier part of the globe ! the center
of populationand political power descending the
western slopes of the Alleghan mountaing, and
the original thirteen States forming buttheeastern
margin on the map of onr vast possessions. See
besides, Christianity, civilization, and_the arts
siven to a continent; the despised colonies grown
into a Power of the first class, representing and
[)rotectlng ideas that involve the ﬁrogl‘ess of the
wuran raee; a commerce greater than thatof any
other nation; free interchange between the States;
every variety of climate, soil, and production to
male a people powerful and happy—in a word,
behold present greatness, and, in the future, an
empiro to which the ancient mistress of the world
in the heightof her glory could notbe compared.
more—{ar more
than my mind could conceive or my tongue could
utter. Is there an American who regrets the past?
Is there one who will deride his country’s laws,
ervert her Constitution, or alicnate her people?
f there be such a man, let his memory descend
10 posterity laden with the exccrations of all
mankind.
' 8o happy is the political and social condition
| of the United States, and so accustomed are we
to the secure enjoyment of a freedom elsewhere
unknown, that we are apt to undervalue the treas-
ures we possess, and to lose, in some degree, the
sense of obligation to our forefathers. But when
the strifes of faction shake the Government,and
even threaten it, we may Fausc with advantage
long enough to remember that we are reaping the
reward of other men’s labors.  This liberty we

| inherit; this admirable Constitution, which has
| survived peace and war, prosperity and adversity;

this double scheme of Government, State and
Federal, so pecaliar and so little understood by
other Powers, yet which protects the earnings of
industry, and mukes the largest personal freedom
compatible with public order; these great resulls
were not aequired without wisdom and toil and
blood—the touching and heroie record is before
the world, But o all this we were born, and, like

day are a material and im- | this
| pressive proof of the growth and prosperity of ||
Three periods in the history |

[ of the Senate mark,in striking contrast, three |

accumulated for history.
" images of the great and t ; :
| is the common property of the Unien;und chiefly,
I perhaps, they will linger
To-day itis composed of the representatives of ||

coutaining more than twenty- | fame, associated in life, death

heirs upon whom has heen cast a great inherit-

" ance, have only the high duty to preserve, to ex-

end, and to adorn it,  The grand productions of
he era in which the foundations of this Govern-
ment were laid, reveal the deep sensa its founders
had of their obligations to the whole family of

I man, Let us never forget that the responsibili-
! ties imposed on this generation are by so much
| the greater than those which rested on our revo=
| lutionary ancestors, as the pepulation, extent,

and power of our country surpase the dawning

| promise of its origin.

It would be a pleasing task to pursue many
rains of thought, not wholly foreign to this oe-
.asion, but the temptation to enter the wide field
must be rigorously eurbed ; yet Imay be pardoned,
perhaps, for one or two additional reflections.

The Senate is assembled for the last time in
Chamber. Heneeforth it will be converted to
other nzes; yet it must remain forever conunecled
with great events, aud sacred to the memories of
the departed orators and statesmen who here en-
gaged in high debates, and shaped the policy of
their country. Hereafter the American and the
stranger, as they wander through the Capitol,
will tnen with instinctive reverence to view the
spot on which so many and great maderials have
hey will reeall the

he good, whose renown

around the seats onec
whose names and

occupied by the mighty three,
has not been able

| to sever; illustrious men, who in their gencration

this oceasion to remark one of the most striking || : ple,. ‘
of them. i gtill devoted to constitutional liberty.

At the origin of the Government, the Senate || creat facts speak for themselves to all the world
seemed to be regarded chiefly as an executive The career
council. The President often visited the Cham-
Ber and conferred personally with thisbody;most I

history gives account;

eight millions of people, prosperous, happy, and i
Let these |

of the United States cannot be |
measured by that of any other people of whom
i and the mind is almost !

! sometimes divided, sometimesled, and sometimes
. | resisted public apipion—for they were_of that
higher class of statesmen who seek the right and
follow their convictions,
There sat Calhoun, the Senator, inflexible, aus-
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tere, oppressed, but not overwhelmed bi‘f his deep
gense of the importance of his public functions;
secking the truth, then fearlessly following it—a
man wgl.wsa unsparing intellect compelled all his
emotions to harmonize with the deductions of his
rigorous logic, and whose noble countenance hab-
itaally wore the expression of one engaged in the
performance of high public duties.

This was Webster’s seat. He, too, was cvery
inch a Senator. Conscious of his own vast pow-
ers, he reposed with confidence on bimself; and
scorning the contrivanees of smaller men, he stood
among his peers all the greater for the simple dig-
nity of his senatorial demeanor. Type of his
northern home, he rises before the imagination, in
the grand and granite outline of his form and jn-
tellect, like a great New England rock, repelling
a New England wave. Asa writer, his produe-
tions will be cherished by statesmen and scholars
while the English tongue is spoken. As a sen-
atorial orator, his great efforts are historically as-
zoeiated with this (%hamber, whose very air seems
yetto vibrate beneath the strokes of his deep tones
and hig weighty words.

On the outer circle, sat Henry Clay, with hisim-
petuous and ardent nature untamed by age, and
exhibiting in the Senate the same vehement pat-
riotism and passionate eloquence that of yore clee-
trified the House of Representatives and the coun-
try. 1llis extraordinary personalendowments, his
courage, all his neble qualities, invested him with
an individuality and a charm of character which,
in any age, would have made him a favorite of
histovy. Ele loved his country ubove all earthly
objeets. Heloved liberty in all countries. 1llus-
trious man !— ovator, patriot, philanthropist—
whose light, at its meridian, was scen and felt in
the remotest parts of the civilized world; and
whose declining sun, as it hastened down the
west, threw back its fevel beams, in hues of mel-
lowed splendor, to illuminate and to cheer the
land he loved and served so well,

All the States may poiot, with gratified pride,
ta the sevvices in the Senate of their patriotic sons.
Crowding the memory, eome the names of Aduwms,
Huyne, \Wright. Mason, Otig, Macon, Pinck-
ney, and the rest—1 cannot number them-—who,
in the record of theiv nets and utterances, appeal
to their successors to give the Union a destiny
not unworthy of the past.  What models were
these, to awalken emulation or to plunge in de- i
spaiv!  Portunate will be the Americun statesmer H
whe, in this age, o in sueceeding times, shall
contribute to invest the new ITnll to which we go,
with histeric memories like those which clusier
here.

And now, Senators, we leave this memorable !
Charnber, bearing with us, nnimpaived, the Con- |
stitution we received from our forefathers, | Lot |
us cherish it with grateful aelinowledgments o |
the Divine Power who contrels the destinies of
cpires and whose goodoess we adere, The
structures reared by men yicld to the corvoding
tooth of time.  These errahz walls st molder |
into yuing but the prineiples of constitutional Hb
erty, guarded by wisdom and virtue, unlike ma- !
terial elements, do not decay. Let us devoutly
trust thatanother Senate, inanother age, shall bea
to a new and Jarger Chamber, this Constitution
vigorous and invielate, and that the last genera-
tion of posterity shall witness the deliberations of
the Representatives of American States still uni- i

ted, prosperous, and free. i

In exceution of the order of the Senate, the
body will now procecd to the new Chamber. !

The Senate, preceded by the Viee President,
the Secretary, and the Scrgeant-al-Arms, pro-
ceeded to the new Chamber. i

The Senators having been scated, the VICL
PRESIDENT culled the body to order, and the
Rev. P. D. Guavey, D. Do, offered up the foliow-
ing prayer:

Almiglhty God, our Father and helper, in all
the events and changes of [ife, we would asknowl- ||
cdge Theethat Thou mayest direet oue steps. In
entering this new couneil ehamber where therep
resentatives of'a great, a free, and a mighty nation .
are to meet and deliberate in years to come, w
wouli look up to Thee I,In‘ogig{} Jesus Christ for |
Thy presence and Thy blessing. To Thee would ||
we dedicate the place—to Thee our God and the
Ciod ef our fathers, To the cause of justice, of lib
erty, und of bumanity, would we dedicate ity pra
g that the counscls which may provail in you

! ture of South Caraling, opposed to any change
L Commeree.
;keeep

. WiLE

Jumes IL. Causten, attorney in fact of the legal

to cote, may be counsels of truth, of duty, and
of wisdom, which Thou wilt approve,and which
Thou wilt cause to redound to ’Fhine own glory,
and to the highest welfare of our beloved country.
Grant, we beseech Thee, that those who come
here from year to year, as the representaiives of
the different States of this Union, may be true to
the Union, and_true to all the inlerests confided
to their care. May they never yield to the sway
of evil passion, or sacrifice any principle or in-
terest which duty to Thee and to their beloved
country may call them to defend; but may they
so act in the fear of Thy name, and under the
guidance of Thy word, that the influences which
1esue hence, shall be cheering to-the heart of
Christian patriotim, and only cheering, and that
continually.

‘We beg of Thee, blessed God, here to be pres-
¢nt in the hour of our country’s peril, whether
that peril be internal or external, domestic or for-
cign. Inthe hour of peril, he Thou here to guide
our councillors by Thine own counsel, and Lo in-
cline them, while they prove all things, to hold
fast that which is good.

And now, our God, we beseech Thee to spread
over us the banner of Thy protection.  Aye let
it wave over the flag of our country, and over all
our precious interests. Aye let it wave from
gencration to generation over thiz Hall, and over
the happy representatives of a happ{,u free, and
a united people; and to Thy name, Father, Son,
and IToly Ghost, shall be the praise and the glory
forever.,  Awmen.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Petitions are in
order.

CREDENTIALS.

Mr. JOIINSON, of Arkansas, presented the
avedentinls of Hon. Wivrram K. Senasriaw,
chosen a Senater of the United States hy the
Legislature of Arkansas, for the term of six years,
from and after the 4th of March next; which were
read and ordered to be placed on file.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. SEWARD presented a paper from B3, T,
Mocller, o licutenant in the Navy, in relation to
Lis transfer from the furlough to the leave list;
which was referred to the Committee on Naval
Aflnirs.

Mr. HARLAN presented two petitions from
citizens of Towa, praying the establishment of a
mail ronte from ‘lfuﬂ'-!rsun to Sae City, in that
State; which were referred to the Committee on
the Post Office and Post Roads,

Mr. BRIGET presented the wemorial of Wil-
Jam Maxwell Wood, o surgeon in the Navy,
praying to be allowed traveling expeoses incurred
untder an ovdor of his cummamiiu_-__f officer; which
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs.

Mr. HAMMOND presented a petition ol res-
idents of Edgefield district, South Cavelinn, pray-
ing the esmbiishment of a post office at Kaolin
i that State, and additonal mail facilitics between
Beanchviite and Kaoling which was veferred to the
Commiiee on the Post Office and Post Rouds,

He also presented the memorial of William
Tazard Wigs, praying that the papers relating
to hig claim for the destruction of bis grandfather’s
property during the revolutiogary war, may be

withdrawn from the Court of Claims and referred

to the Commnitee on Revolutionary Claims;
which wag referred to the Committee on Revolu
tionary Claims.

Ife wso presented resolutions of the Liegisla

in the present organization of the Light-House
donrd ; which were referred to the Committee on

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Fannie
While, widow of C. II, White, a military stor
r, praying to be allowed a pengion; whic!
Ferved to the Committee on Pensions.
Mr. KENNEDY presented the memaorial of

spresentatives of Samuel Smith, James A, Bo-

chanan, and others, praying that interest may be
allowed in the settlement of their accounts at the
Treasury Depariment, upon certuin awards made |}
for vessels sunk in the defense of thecity of Balti
more during the last war with Great Britain;, which
was referied o the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of officers o

1 the Army gtationed et Fors Kearny, praying that §
Y ¥ praying

provision may be made for supporting bands of
musie in the military service; wEich wag referred
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the
Militia. N !
Healso presented the memorial of Samuel Jones,
a captain in the United States Army, praying to
be remunerated for losses sustained by {i_m in
consequence of the blowing up of-the steamer.
Peunsylvania, on the Mississippi viver, while he
was a passenger thereon, traveling in the public
service; which was referred to the Committes on
Claims. ) )

He also presented a petition of citizens of New
York, praying that all further traffic in and mo-
nopoly of the public landamay be prevented, and
that they may be laid out in farms for the use of
actual settlegs; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Public Lands. .

Mr. GWIN presented twelve petitions of ecit-
izens of California, praying the establishment of
a mail route from Marysville to San Francisco;
which were referred to the Committee on'the Post
Office and Post Roads. T
. He also presented the petition of Robert Per-
king, praying indemnity for property stolen dnd
destroyeid by the Indians; which was referred to
the Committee on Indian Affairs. "

He also presented the petition of Leonard T
Rose, praying indemnity for property stolen and
destroyed by the Indians; which was referred to
the Committee on Indian Affairs. .

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of
Thomas Sprague, praying compensation for in-
vestigating certain depredations on the publie
lands in the State of Michigan; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Claims. )

Mr., FESSENDEN presented a petition of
Reuben Knight and otl\crs, whose “claims for
bounty land under the act of March 3, 1855, have
been rejected, praying a modification of that act;
which was referred to the Committee on Public

ands.

Mr. BROWN presented a memorial of the
Provident Association of Clerks, praying an
amendment of their charter; which was referved
to the Committes on the Distriet of Columbia,

Mr, GREEN presented additional pa ors in
support of the claims of Jamés and R. Ig.li’ortj_zr,
waying indemnity for losses occasioned by the

nited States Army in the expedition to Utah;
which was referred to the Committee on Mililary
Affaivs and the Militia,

Mr., CLAY presented the memorial of Simeon
Gieren, praying compensation for services ren-
dered and losses sustamed in carrying dispatches
during the war of 1812; which was referred to the
Comuittee on Military Affairs and the Militia.

Mr. FOOY' presented the petition of Marshall
! Hurvey, praying to be allowed an invalid pension;
| which wasreferred to the Committee on Pensiona.
| He nlso presented a statement of 8. 8. Wick-

ham, John Robinson, and Samuel 8. Bryan, sol-
diers in the war with Mexico, respecting the rais-
ing of the first American flag on the citadel of
i Mexico, in September, 1847; which was referred
to the Committec on Military Affairs and the Mi-
+litia,
I Mr. KING presented the petition of Rebecca
I A, Correll, widow of Tsane Correll, deceased, late
| private in company D, eleventh regiment United
| States infantry, for a pension; which was referred
| to the Committee on Pensinns. o

Ho also presented a petition of citizens of New
York, praying that the public lands may be laid
out in farms for the free and exclusive use of ac-
tual settlers: which was referred to the Commit-
tee on Public Lands. )

Mr, JONES presented the memorial of the An-
nual Convention of Baptists, held at Iowa City,
Towa, October 9, 1858, praying the enactment of
a law for the protection of chaplains in the pub-
lic service; which was referved to the Commitice
on Naval Affairs.

! Healso presented the memorial of R. H. Gillet
! asking compensation for the argument of certain
| cases in the Supreme Court of the United States,
! atthe request of the Attorney General; which was

Il referred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary,

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of Ra-
! phinel Semmes, acommanderin the Navy, praying
that he may be allowed the sea-service pay of his
srade while employed as seeretary of the Lizht-
Touse Board; which was referrcd to the Com-
mittee on Naval Affairas. i



