INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

On November 15, 1945, the Joint Congressional Committee on the
Investigation of the Pearl Harbor Attack held its first public hearings
pursuant to Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 27, Seventy-ninth
Congress, first session, as follows:?

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
SEPTEMBER 0, 1945

" Mr. BABKLEY submitted the following concucrent resolution; which was
eonsidered, m: , and agreed to -

SEPTEMBER 11, 1945
House aoneurs

" CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Resolved by the Senals (the House of Repressntatives cancurring), That there is
hereby established a joint committee on the inv tion -of the Pearl Harbor
attack, to be camposed of five Members of the SBenate (not more than three of
whom shall be members of the'm;“iorxlty d)nrty), to ba appointed by the President
pro tempore, and five Members of the House of Representatives (not more than
three of whom ghall be members of the majority party), to be 'appointed‘bf' the
Sgeaker of the House. Vacancies in the membership of the committee shall not
affect the Eo'werof the remaining members to execute the functions of the com-
mittee, and shall be filled in the same manner as in the case of the original selection.
The committee shall select a chairman and & vice chairman from among its mem-

8. . : . ; . .

Sec. 2. The committee shall make a full and complete investigation of the
facts relating to the events and circumstances leading up to or following the attack
‘made by Japanese armed forces upon Pearl Harbor in the Territory of Hawaii
on- December 7, 1941, and shall repori to the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives - not later ‘than January 3, 19046, the results of ita investigation,
together with such recommendations as it may deem advigable.

. 3xc. 3. The testimony of any person in the armed services, and the fact that
such person testified before the joint committee herein provided for, shall not be
used against him in any court proceeding, or held against him in examining his
military status for.credits in the service to which he belongs, .= .

Sec, 4, (a), The committee, or any duly suthorized subcommittee thereof, is
authorized to sit and act at such places timen during the sessions, récesses, and
adjourned periods of the Seventy-ninth Congress. (prior to January 8, 1946 y to
require by subpena or otherwise the attendanee of such witnesses and the pro-
duction of guch books, papers, and documants, to administer such oaths, to take
such testimony, to proeure such printing and binding, and to make such expendi- .
tures as it deems advisahle, e ‘cost of stenographic services to report such
hearings shall not 'be in excess of 25 cents per hundred words, - =

(b) The committes is empowered to appeint and fix the eompensation of such
experts, consultants, and clericsl and stenograpbio assistanta aa it, deems necessary,
but the compensation so fixed shall nat exceed the compensation prescribed under
the Classification Act of 1923, as amended, for eomparable duties, - :

(¢} The expenses of the eommittes, which shall not exceed $25,000, shall be
paid one-half from the contingent fund of the Senate and one-half from the con-

1 The authority of the committes ix to be fo id tn 8. Con. Res. No. 27, TKb Con., 1t masy, passed b
"s'.‘gﬁ ’

the Senate on September 8, 1045, and bys;taxuuot ves an 11, 1945,

and as extended by both Houges under Res. Nio. 4, T9¢h Oong., Jet ses., snd by 8. Con, Res. No.

64, 70th Cong,, 2d sees. : LS o
XIE
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tingent fund of the House of Representatives, upon vouchers signed by the

chairman.
Passed the Senate September 6, 1945,
Attest: Lesvie L. BirrLp,
Secretary.

Passed the House of Representatives September 11, 1945, '

Attest: .
-SourH TRIMBLE,

Clerk.

On 70 days subsequent to November 15 and pridr to and including
May 31, 1945, open hearings were conducted in the course of which
some 15,000 pages of testimony were taken and a total of 183 exhibits
received incident to an examination of 43 witnesses.

Of assistance to the committee and its work were the testimony and
exhibits of seven prior investigations concerning the Pearl Harbor
attack, including inquiries conducted by the Roberts Commission,?
Admiral Thomas C. Hart,® the Army Pearl RHarbor Board,* the Navy
Court of Inquiry,® Col. Carter W, Clarke,® Maj. Henry C. Clau-
sen,’ and Admiral H. Kent Hewitt.® For purposes of convenient
reference there has been set forth in appendix A to this report a state-
ment concerning the scope and character of .each of these prior pro-
ceedings, the records of which total 9,754 printed pages of testimony
from 318 witnesses and the attendant 469 exhibits. The records of
these proceedings have been incorporated as exhibits to the record of
the committee which encompasses approximately. 10,000,000 words.

All witnesses appeared under oath:and were afforded the fullest
opportunijty to offer any and all information which was regarded as
having any rclationship whatever to the disaster. In the course of
examination by committee couusel and the committee members
themselves, an effort was made to elicit all facts having an immedi-
ate or remote bearing on the tragedy of December 7, 1941. It is
believed the committee has succeeded through its record in preserv-
ing for poaterity the material facts concerning the disaster. . ‘

gI‘he figures and witnesses in the drama of Pearl Harbor ran th
gamut O'F officials of the executive branch'of the'Government. The
principal personalities in the picture were the President of the United
States, Franklin D. Roosevelt; the Secretary of State, Cordell Hull;
the Secretary of War, Henry L. Stimson; the. Secretary of Navy,
Frank Knox; the Chief of Staff, George C. Marshall; the Chief of
Naval Operations, Harold R. Stark; the commander in chief of the
Pacific' Fleet, Husband E. Kimmel; and the commanding general of
the Hawaiian Department, Walter C. Short. In appendix B to this
report there are set forth the names’and positions of the ranking Army
and Navy officials in Washington and at’Hawaii at the timé of the
attack along with the principal witnesses in the various proceedings.

The commitfee’s -investigation has extended to the- files of all
pertinent branches of the Govérnment. Instructions in this regard
from the President of the United States, Harry S, Truman, to variods
departments will be found in appendix C to thissre%ortf The com-
‘mittee through its counsel requested Miss Grace Tully, icustodian .of
the files of the late President Roosevelt, to furnish the committee all

- 1 For proceedings of thy-Roberts Commission, see o_ommlé  exhibit No. 143, . .
. 8 For proceedings o!:thoxﬂlrtlxéquiryl ste committee exh{bit:No. 144, - " «y .. ;'
4 For proceedings of the Army Pearl Harbor Board, see committee exhibit No. 145, ',
3 For proceedings of the)Navz' Court of Inquiry, see cornmittee exhibit No. 146,
¢ For proceedings of tha Clarke lnves(!{i;mtlon. see cornmittee exhibit No. 147,
1 For report of investigation conducted by Major Clausen, see committee exhibit No. 148,
t For proceedings of the Hewitt inquiry, see committee exhibit No. 149,
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