
-: 

Do you think t h a t  any votes or  minds a re  

ever changed on the f loor  of e i the r  House by 

speech ? 

DIRKSEN: 

Oh, yes. Not often,  b u t  sometimes and it 

depends on the  nature of subject  matter and 

obviously on the type of a speech you make. 

I think i t  has happened twice t o  me.  Once - 
on c i v i l  r igh ts  because I dug out t h a t  

quote from Victor Hugo al legedly wr i t ten  

the night  he died i n  h i s  diary when he 

sa id ,  "An idea,  whose time has come, i s  
-- - -  

stronger than a l l  the armies on earth.*- 

s'P11.m : - 
What was the other time? 

DIRKSEN: 

The other time was when I was on a sugar 

b i l l  and i t  was l a t e  a t  night.  I prepared 

for  i t  and we had a f u l l  Chamber. I l a i d  

in to  i t  and several  members came down and 

said ,  youwill  change some votes. Now you 

hear i t  from your members. You a re  not 

par t icu la r ly  conscious of it yourself u n t i l  

they t e l l  you. 

(iblORE ) 


