]

Ptition fo t’!ﬁmtgrms o secure ﬂgr jrtthunt of the Press.

Article 1 of the Amendments and additions to the
Cuartitption, peolilbits Comgress to permit the passage
of lawa abridging the fredom of speech or that nn:g

it Bl o ppmikiod ot louiive
ngresy cannod Al L] ein
or anj other The Statate makes no difference
between times of war amd pace, asd make: oo exepe
tiom n cane of o releellion. Parograph 9, Bect, 2, pro-
vides that the right of Habeas Coapus shall net be set
sgide, except in case the | ublic safety is endangered
by insorree ion ¢ hestile invasion, hile it permu
even the personal sceudity of citizens to be infring-d up-
on in rXoeplional cases, bot mot the FAght of cxoress-
ing their opinion, it d oclares that the right of free
lpubnh-lbl:l free press is still more saered and import-
ant than the act of Habeas Coopus, and thet it ghall
b M-ldgulh‘umpblr The ouly cace in whish the
arantud by the Constitwtion, can
T limiit e e ul. is that in which the Constivation
Inself ia mnp-mcl«li namaly, where s state of war pre-
vails mad martia] law |5 poclalmed.
Bnch u state of aBuirs prevails at present in the slave

Hiates, but doss ot preval in o sinzle free Btate,
Nutwithstanding, the Admlub—inlhu has permi nd o
te. ferenee with the fredom of the im divers of the

latter, particalarly in New York sml Peonsylvania, and
hing ml':rd. Lhe ||-Ih|l|‘.i-l||.l. offies of sewaeral EEW
puru.l.uhl closed by its offficers, eod the prioted papsrs
Lo ba comfisea ﬂ chjlr disvribanion thmuﬁhﬂh- st
- offieeto e "Hr-m 'l
was probably 1he latter, In hi by & “densce. -lk-“ Al
mmlh:hmm:"ﬂhu:h mm.lﬁ - tﬂ;rh'l quwur 4|1r|!l|I
ment «f the ] ic 1o Threng
t':pq EEA=ureE, Ib?i.dmil{nl:lhltl Le ngui'ty of
& public jufringemont of the Comstitution ; it hoa Jo-
Al ranted property and infored leg I'y suthor-
jzed viip it has o pended the swond of sanocles
over every juurnalistic enterprise condocted v an in le-
pendent spirit, and B making the attempt 0 convert
the: free press of the people inte & haodmaid of its own
SErvAnla,

The preiext, that arbitrary measares have been take
&0 on nat such s sewk Lo affed abd and
mmﬁlr':t ‘I_Eulhu enemy 'L:]r:?nf:h llghiest imporanee,
If it be onee witlin U power of the Administration 1o
cemsare the eadoucy of the press, it may Bod aid and
wombort for the emIny i CTErY |.i|.|-|.'1|lm lJﬂl,lull.-L.t

— g e,

on it actions, and the freedom of the pres B oat an
omil.  Bat ihe chiel point i= thet fhe Administration
has o right — that it B expoesaly forbid den it
by the Con-titation, 1o attumpt any limitatien: what-
wcar of the freedom of the preas, Mo eaver, & law ox-
is1e mgradiar tum which may be pat ln foree agaliot
tressoumlle Eq ; yet in oo single cabe has this betmo,
Ean w

resorted fa, rhitrary exercise of power has been
sabatirated i its stead. ’
If ke fufe an ar di rid of il moat jms

portant riohts of the Constitntion be estaldislssd, the
whole Constization becmmes ungulbed or superfioous, Xo
:Lujqr’ whieli & tremonable ju-qrrul eould bring to the
ooy, can be compared ro Chat conprebeidsd in s
arbitrary sppres<ien.  Moceover, the entlire fromdom
of the pross iy declered worthless, wheo it is doubied
that ihe patrioile press of the conntry cun comnternc
the injurioas influence of the trewsonable press, Bo-
siden, the people are declared ipeompetent 1o mannge
their oma alfaire when it is nted that they have ot
discrimination enough to False leaders amd follvw
the troe.  Not emly B3 the highest mght of the peaple
betrnyed throagh the suppresion of the froedom of Le
press, bot their intelligencs is bspd nnd sob sside in
order to exalt the lmtelligomoe of their elecis] servants
Lo an unlimited rabe,

The effect which the wots of the Adminkstrition has

resluced apon public opluion in Berepe is woll known,

7 thresten to deprive the bie of its Lt re-
maising cowlit, From eallr. ion, 10 whish
it was exposed theomgh sLivery and its con=gmenss, it
was preserved only by the £ eedom of the pross, which
it wloue, smong sll wsiioss, beld without lwlistion,
I this guarantiee of rights be also shatierd, the last
s al L}'lupl.:lhj which the American R.-]ml..lﬁ: haa
found w th ustons striving for frevdom disappesrs, and
the Monarchists refoice ia the wionph of their con-
temned opinicns,

Wukle the widessigned lave it to Congress to ex
presd ke disapproval of the scts of the Adndsistration
im thy manmer that seems Lo (L mos: '"i"‘-ﬂ- Lha_f Pt
epeeifolly eatrest it to adopt effcctive and approprinte
measdres 1o secure Lhe freedom of the press agalust all
amicous itntigaal interference of the Admquistrutiun, wisd
eapegially to pmilﬁl: in ke strongest ianuce, wll sups
préssivy of the Libery of the mails.

Buaton, Dhec. 3. 1881,
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