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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

AvucusT 9, 1988
Received

RESOLUTION
Impeachlng Alcee L. Hastings, Judge of the United

States District Court for the Southern District of
Florida, of High Crimes and Misdemeanors. '

1 Resolved, That Alcee L. Hastings, a judge of the United -
2 States District Court for the Southern District of.Florida, be
3 impeached for high crimes and misdemeanors and that the . |
4 - foIlowing articles of impeachment be exhibited to the Senate: ‘ e
5 Articles of impeachment exhibited by the House of Rep- |
6 reSentatives of the United States of America in the name of ~ ;
7 itself and all of the people of the United States of America, -
8 .against Alcee L. Hastings, a judge of the United States Dis- E

9 trict Court for the Southern District of Florida, in mainte-

10 nance and support of its impeachment against him.for high

11 crimes and misdemeanors.




. fact

2
ArTICLE I
From some time in the first half of 1981 and continuing

through October 9, 1981, Judge Hastings and William Bor-

ders, then a Washington, D.C. attorney, engaged in a cor- -

rupt .conspiraejf to obtain $i50,000 from- defendants in
United States v. Romano, a case tried before Judge Hast—

ings, in return for the imposition of sentences Wthh would

~not requlre mcarceratmn of the defendants

Wherefore, Judge Alcee L. Hastlngs is gu’il’tjifdf an im- - -

peachable offense warranting removal from office.

ArTioLE 1T

From January 18, 198‘3,'until Fehruary' 4, 1983, Judge

Hastings was a defendant in a criminal case in the United -

States Distriet Court for the Southern Dlstrlet of Florlda In

the course of the trral of that case, Judrfe Hastlngs Whﬂe .
)under oath to tell the truth the Whole truth and nothmg but
the truth d1d knowmgly and contrary to that oath make a‘

false statement Wthh was 1ntended to mlslead the tr1er of Lo

mgs and Wﬂham Borders of Washlngton D.C., never made;; e

The false statement was, in substanee that J udge Hast-

States V. Romano a case tried before J udge Hastmgs

Wherefore Judge Aleee L. Hastlngs 1S guﬂty of an 1m— o | |

peaehable offenee warrantmg removal from off1ee
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Armicre 111

From January 18, 1983, until February 4, 1983, Judge -

-Hastings was a defendant in a criminal case in the United -

States District Court for the Southern District of Florida. In

the course of the trial of that case, Judge Hastings while

“under oath to tell the truth, the Whole truth, and nothing‘but |

the truth, did knowingly and contrary to that oath make a
false statement which was intended to mislead the trier of -
fact. |

The false statement WELS, in substance, thaf Judge Hast-
ings never agreed with William Borders, of Wéshington,
D.C., to modify the séhteﬁbés’?bf ‘defendants in United States
v. Romano, a case tried before. Judge Hastings, from a térm
in the Fédevral penitentiary to pfobation in return for a bribe
from those defendants.

Wherefore, Judge ‘Alcee L. Hastings is guilty of an im-
peachable offense. warrantin ova,lfrom office. |

ArTicLE IV

~_From January 18, 1983, until February 4,1983, Judge - -

Hastings  was a defendant in a criminal case in the United
States District Court for the Southern District of Florida. In

the course of the trial-ef-that-case, Judge Hastings, while

[N I N
NG

under oath to tell the truth, the-whole truth, and nothing but |

the truth, did knowingly and contrary to that oath make a




4
- 1 false statement which was intended to mislead the trier of
fact.
The false statement was, in substance that J udge Hast- o

ings- never agreed with- Wllham Borders, of Washington, *

2
3
4
»"5 D. C., in connectlon ‘with a payment on a bribe, to entér an -
6 order returmng a substa,ntlal amount of property to the de—
7 fendants in’ United States v. -Romano  case tried before
8 Judge Hastmgs Judge Hastmgs had prev10us1y ordered that :
9 - property forfeited. _
10~ Wherefore, Judge Alcee L. Hastings is guilty of an im-
11 peachable offense Warfanting removal from office.
12 e AR’I“ICLEV
13 From January 18, 1983, until February 4, 1983, Judge
14 H-astings was 2 defen'dant in a criminal case in-the Umted |
15 StatesD.istriet-Cour‘t for the Sbuthern District of Florida. In R
v 16 the course of the trial - of that case, Ju‘dge Hasting_s_,"whﬂe' g
o under oath to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nOthing bet’ |
L '-17'18.'77"the truth, -did knowmgly and contrary to that oath 'make a- -
19 -false statement Whlch wag mtended to- m1slead the trler of;;-- |

- '20 fact.

The false statement was, n substa,nce that J udge Hast- o mewln ol E e U

22 1ngs appearance at tne Jﬂontam'eblean Hotehn*%aml Beaen, AL

- Florida, ‘on September 16 1981, was not part of 2 plan o

_ '-demonstrate his- partlclpatlon in a brlbery scheme Wlth Wll-_» .

25 liam Borders of Washmgton D. C concerning Umted States

e~ @HRES-499-RDS: — e e e e i '_-4_,;_,,_; e




| 13 false statement Wthh

19 Wherefore o udge

20 peachable offense warranti

S22 From January_ 18

5
.1 v. Romano, a -case tried. before Judge Hastings, and that
2 Judge ‘Hastings expected to meet Mr. Borders at that place
3 and on that oecasron
4 Wherefore Judge-Alcee L. Hestmgs is guilty of an im-

5 peachable offense Warrantmg removal from office.

7 From J anuary 18? | 198 _' tﬂ February 4, 1983, Judge

led to mislead the trier of

14 fact.

15 The false statement was, 1n‘substa,nce that' J udge Hast-

| 16 mgs did not expect Wllham Bordere of Washington, D.C., to

eraton ‘Hotel in

17 appe

18 Washmgton D.C., on September 12 1981.

stings is guilty of an im-
from office." =

21

Febryary 4, 1983, Judge

23 Hastmgs was & d‘

@l case in the United
24 States Dietrict- Ceurt for-the Southern Distriet of Florida. In

25 the course of the trral&g_fm that case, Judge Hastings, while
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6
under oath to tell the truth, the..wholevtruth, and nothing but

the truth, did knowingly and contrary to his oa,fh, make a

\fa,ls'e statement which was intended to mislead the trier of e

aet.. o

‘before Judge Hastings, returning- a substantial portion of . |
_property previously ordered forfeited by Judge Hastimgs.
- Judge Hastings stated in substance that he so instructed Mr.

- Miller primarily because Judge Hastings was ooncernved that

the order Would not be completed before Mr Miller’s sched-

“uled departure, when in fact the instruction on October 5,
1;_981, to prepare such order was in furtherance of a bribery '
. scheme ooncernmg that case.

o Wherefore Judge Alcee L. Hastmgs is guﬂty of an im- .

peacha,ble offense warranting removal from office.

ARTICLE VILT .

.Hastmgs was a defendant in a cr1m1nal case in the United
g .},‘{States D1strlot Court for the. Southern Distriet of Florlda, In p e e e

t he- urse—of~the—tr1al—ofﬁthat_case *Judge_Haqum while . :

3. under oath to tell the truth the Whole truth, and ‘nothing. but.,fg-._:_:;:.: | RN o

-, The false statement concerned Judge Hastings” motive . .

From J anuary 18 1983 untll February 4 1983 Judge;'.v_ii{_::;; ‘

for instructing a law clerk; Jeffrey Miller, to prepare an order S

_on October 5, 1981, in United States v. Romano, a case tried o

;}the truth did- knowmgly and oontrary fo his, oath. ma,ke 8L
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7

false statement which was intended to mislead the trier of
fact.
The false statement was, in substance, that J udge Hast-

ings’ October 5, 1981, telephone conversation with William

Borders, of Washington, D.C., was in fact about writing let-

ters to solicit assistance for Hemphill Pride of Columbia,
South Carolina, when in fact it was a coded conversation in
furtherance of a conspiracy with Mr. Borders to solicit a bribe

from defendants in Umt tes v. Romano, a case tried

before J udge Hastmgs | |

Wherefore, J u&ge Ale L Hastings 1s guilty of ah_ m-
peachable-offense: W&H&%tﬁgﬁsemwﬁlﬁffom office.

| ARTICLEIX

From January 18,1983,unt11 Februa,ry 4, 1983, Judge
Hastings was a defenda;;i}ylin a-criminal case in the United
States Disit.rict Court for the Southern District of Florida. In
the course of the ﬁl"i-ﬂil’a‘k&@f ha; eevaisé 1dge HaStings,- while

under oath to tell the truthl,' fhe yvhole truth, and nothing but

the truth, did knowingly and

-false- statement which -was mtended to mislead the trier “of -

fact.

~_ The false statemént ‘was, in substance, that three docu-

nfrary to his oath make a .

23

24
25

ments that purported to, dratts ot letters to assist Hemphill

Pride, of .V.Golmnb.1'.a,;’:.;HSHT(!)}_{;Tﬁh‘W-Z‘.Q{aI:0lin&-, had been written by

Judge Hastings on Oc,tot"_t;er“ 5, 1981, and were the letters




1 referred to by Judge Hastings in his‘ October 5, 1981, tele-

B | phone conversatlon with William Borders of Washmgton
D.C. o I

Wherefore J udge Alcee L. Hastlngs is guﬂty of an 1m—‘

2
3
4
5 peaohable offense Warrantmg removal from office.
6' _ . ARTICLE X, o
7 From January 18 1983, untﬂ February4 1983, Judge
8 'Hastmgs was a defendant in a criminal case in the, Umted h
9" States Dlstrlct Court for the Southern DlStI‘lCt of Florida. In_;
H 10 the course of the tr1al of that case, Judge Hastings, while
' '11 under oath to tell the truth the Whole truth, and nothmg but :
12 the. truth, did knowmgly and contrary to that oath make a
| 13 false statement which wag mtended to mislead the trier of
“7 14 faot o .
.15 | The false statement was, in substance, that on May 5,
B ’ | 16 1981 Judge Hastmgs talked to Hemphill Pride. by plaolng.
- 17 ‘2 telephone call to 803 758~ 8825 in Columbla South
| 18 Carohna | L B G e
e - 19 o Wherefore J udge Alcee L Hastmgs 1s guﬂty of an im- iy
. 20 :.Lpeaohable offense warrantlng removal from off1oe | | P

S R Awtrore XT

From January 18 1983 untll FebruarV4 1983 Judge T RPN O o

' ‘Hastlngs was, & defendant 1n a crlmlnal case in the. Umted- S e e T :

. States Dlstrlct Oourt for the Southern DlStI'lCt of Flonda In,., T LR RN P SRR

25the course of the tr1a1 of that case, Judge Hastmgs while
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9
1 .under oath to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

2 the truth, did knowingly and contrary to that oath make a
3 false statement which was intended to mislead the trier of
4 fact. |
5 The false statement was, in substance, that on August

6 2, 1981, Judge Hastings talked to Hemphill Pride by plac-

7 ing a telephone call to 803—782—9387 in Columbia, South

8 Cdrolina. ' |
9 Wherefore, Judge Alcee L. Hastings is guilty of~ an im-
10 peachable offense warranting removal from office.

11 . - ArTicie XII

12 From-J an;ua;ry~~1:8; 1983, until-February 4, 1988, Judge

13 Hastings was a defendant in a criminal case in the United
14 States District Court fo;' the Sdﬁt’hern District of Florida. In
15 the course of the trial of that case, Judge Hastings, while
16 under oath to tell the truth.,m the whole truth, and. nothing but

- 17 the truth, did knowmgly and..contrary.to.that oath make a

18 false statement which Was Qnded to mislead the trier of

] @gtingé talked to Hemphill

22 Pride by placing a ‘fpelepﬁbn" Gé’n't(?_v_803—758-'8825 0 Co-

, in substance, that on

28 Tumbia, South Caroling

24 Wher_.@_,fore,ljudg eeL_*Hastmgs is guilty of an im-

removal from office.




10 -
~ Arricre XTI
" From J anuary 18, 1983, until February 4, 19831 Judge |

.

'Hastmgs was a defendant in a criminal case in the United
'States DlStI‘lCt Oourt for the Southern District of Flonda. In. |

the course ) of the trial of ‘that case, Judge Hastmgs while

under oath to 't_e'll the truth, the Whole- truth, and nothing but
't}te_trdth, did knomngly and contrary to that oath make a

false statement which was vintended to mislead the trier of

© o -~1 O Ot W W

“fact.

—
(e}

The false statement Wae, in substance, that 80377 7—

—_
p—t

7716 was a teIephone number at a .place where Hemphill E

Pride could be contacted in J niy 1981.

bt
[ I N\

Wherefore, Judge Alcee L. Hastings is guilty of an im-

v.)_L
CoH

peachable offense Wa,rranting removal from office.

ARTIOLE X1V

Sy - Ot

From January 18 1983 untﬂ February 4 1983 Judge' ’

‘Hastmgs was 4 defendant in'a criminal case in the United R SR

—
~3

- 18 _MStaJtes D1strlct Oourt for the Southern D1str10t of Florlda In

11:9’—;}1',1’16 course of- the tr1a1 of that case,’ Judge Hastlngs whlle o

120 under oath to tell 'thé truth the whole truth and nothlng P

D gt the truth dld knowmgly and contrary t0. that oath make a e C }

f~”’¢z"2"’ralse snauement*vvhmh*wasnntended-—to—m-ls-l-ead theﬁ t"“ero*c AR DI TG S

e

e Dergg The false statement Wwag, in substance that on the a,fter- eReE Il ety Pl d

B 25 ‘noon of October 9 1981 Judge Hastmgs oalled his mother e

e @HRES.. 499-RDS.
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and Patricia Williams from his hotel room at the I’ Enfant
Plaza, Hotel in Washington, D.C. |
Wherefore, Judge Alcee L. Hastings is guilty of an im-
peachable offense warranting removal from office. i
| ArTicLE XV -
From January 18, 1988, until February 4, 1983, Judge

7 Hastings was a defendant in a criminal case in the United

10
11
12

13
14

15
16

18

19
20
21

22

States District Court for the Southern District of Florida. In -

the course of the trial of that case, Judge Hastings, while

under oath to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

the truth, did knowingly and contrary to that oath make a

false statement - -which “was intended to mislead the trier of |

fact concerning his motives for taking a plane on October 9,

1981, from Baltimore—Waéhington International Airport :

rather than from Washington National Airport.

Whefefore, Judge Alcee L. Hastings is guilty of an im-

- peachable offense warranting remoewval-from office.

ArTI0LE XVI

‘Hastings was the supervising judge of a wiretap instituted - = -

“under chapter 119 of title 18, United States Code (added by

title ITI of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act

_ From July 15, 1985, to September 15, 1985, Judge

23

24

25

of 1968). The wiretap was part of certain investigations then
being conducted- by. law -enforcement agents of the United

States.
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As supervising judge, Judge Hastings learned highly

confidential information obtained through the wiretap. The

- documents disclosing this informatiqn, presented to Judge -

'I-I'-a‘st‘ingsﬁias‘the supervising judge, were Judge Hastings’ sole

- source of the highly confidential information. - R _
On September 6, 1985,’3/udge Hastiﬁg's revealed highly -

confidential ~'informaﬁion"that'he' learned as the ~ieupervisi_11g L

judge of the wiretap, as follows: On the morning of Septem- .

.-be.r 6, 1985, Judge Hastings told Stephen Cl_ark;"ehe Mayorv

‘of Dade County, Florida, to stay away from Kevin “Waxy”

Gordon, who was “hot”” and was using the Mayor’s name in
Hialeah, Florida.
As a result of this improper disclosure, certain investi-

gations then being conducted by law enforcement a,gehts of

the United States were thwarted and ult1mate1y termmated N

Wherefore J udge Alcee L. Hastmgs 18 gullty of an im-

peachable offense Warrantmg removal from office.

ARTICLE XVI[ o . %;;'”

venfome and ‘obey the Constitution and Taws of the United -

States o’ uphold ‘the’ mteg‘nty of the ]udlcmry, o avmd fm Ly et nnieg

Judge Hastlngs Who as’ ‘2 Federal Judge i requlred bo. e v e ey

23

25

proprlety and the appearance oi 1mpropr1ety, ana o permrm"l '

.the dutles of his office 1mpart1a11y, did, through—

Washmgton D.C,;

~——@HRES 499~ RDS e e e e »u-A—»A—A---»-%~~—-~-~——-’~— W &

(1) a corrupt relatmnshlp Wlth Wﬂham Borders IR S R SRRt




= O

L oo = }cn OulT W b

[
[\

13

—

Hastings’ criminal trial;
mltted as ev1dence at hls crlmma,l trlal and

A acqulred by him as superv1sory ]udge of a W1retap,

" States thereby brm nﬂ'ﬂdlsreputeilon the Federal courts and

the administration he Federal courts.

moval from office.

(©) repeated false testimony under oath at Judge -
(3) ‘fabrication'offfa,lse documents which were“sulb— o
(4) 1mproper dlsclosure of confldentla,l mformatlon Y

_undermme conﬁdence in the mtegnty and 1mpart1ahty of the E

‘judiciary and betray the trust of the people of the Umted :

Hastings js‘guﬂty‘of an im-




