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Introduction 

This selective bibliography, compiled by the United States Senate Historical Office, is 
designed to provide general readers and scholars with a guide to articles, documents, and books 
on the institutional development of the Senate.  In addition to covering the fundamental powers 
of the Senate, the bibliography includes sources on Senate practices, customs, and rules of 
procedure.  While illustrative case studies are listed, the bibliography's emphasis is on the 
historical evolution of the institution, not isolated occurrences.  Studies on individuals and the 
current status of the Senate have, for the most part, been excluded.  For a comprehensive list of 
sources on U.S. senators, consult the congressional document, Senators of the United States: A 
Historical Bibliography (1995), which is listed under the Bibliographies subheading of the 
Reference section of this bibliography.  Also see the on-line Biographical Directory of the U.S. 
Congress (http://bioguide.congress.gov/). 

The bibliography contains over six hundred sources arranged by subject headings and 
subheadings.  The sources may be listed under multiple headings if they cover more than one 
subject.  Under each heading, the sources are further divided by the time period of their first 
publication. The publication time periods are 1789-1889, 1890-1939, 1940-1989, and 1990 to 
the present.  The chronological divisions are meant to reveal trends in Senate scholarship as well 
as to aid researchers interested in sources published during a particular period.  If the source is a 
reprinted book, the citation will often include the latest publication information. 

Periodically, citations will be added to the bibliography provided that they meet the 
criteria determined by the Senate Historical Office. Suggestions for additions are encouraged. 
Send your comments regarding the bibliography to historian@sec.senate.gov. 

http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
http://bioguide.congress.gov/
mailto:historian@sec.senate.gov
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de Pauw, Linda Grant, et al, eds. Documentary History of the First Federal Congress  1789- 
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B. Bibliographies 
(1890-1939) 
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GPO, 1906. 

 
(1940-1989) 
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the Association of the Bar of the City of New York 9 (February 1954): 1-23. 
 
Kingsley, Thomas C.  The Federal Impeachment Process: A Bibliographic Guide to English and 
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Ripley, Randall B., and Charles Jones. The Role of Political Parties in Congress: A 
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Goehlert, Robert U., and Fenton S. Martin. The United States Congress: An Annotated 
Bibliography 1980-1993. Washington: Congressional Quarterly, 1995. 

 
Mantel, Matthew. “Congressional Investigations: A Bibliography.” Law Library Journal 100 

(2008): 323-361. 
 
U.S. Congress. Senate. Senators of the United States: A Historical Bibliography. Senate 

Document 34. 103rd Congress, 2nd session. Washington, DC: GPO, 1995. 
 
II. Constitutional Structure 

A. General 
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Bigelow.  Buffalo: William S. Hein & Co., 1994 (originally published in 1833). 
Also in: Story, Joseph. Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States: With a 
Preliminary Review of the Constitutional History of the Colonies and States Before the 
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(1890-1939) 

Foster, Roger. Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States, Historical and Juridical, 
with Observations upon the Ordinary Provisions of State Constitutions and a 
Comparison with the Constitutions of other Countries.  Boston: Boston Book Company, 
1895. 
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(1940-1989) 
Hammond, Thomas H., and Gary J. Miller.  “The Core of the Constitution.” American Political 

Science Review 81 (December 1987): 1155-74. 
 
Kurland, Philip B., and Ralph Lerner. Founders’ Constitution.  Volume II.  Chicago: The 
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B. Equal Representation (Two Senators Per State) 
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Holst, H. Von. "Ought the United States Senate to be Abolished?" Monist 5 (October 1894): 1- 

21. 
 
“How Can We Secure Better United States Senators?” Century 45 (March 1893):  793-794. 

Also see: "Better United States Senators." Century 46 (May 1893):156. 
 
Ingersoll, L.D. “The Reform of the Senate.” Lakeside Monthly 5 (May 1871): 322-23; 327. 

 
Stewart, William M.  “Misrepresentation in the Senate.” North American Review 157 
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(November 1893): 513-22. 
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U.S. Congress. Senate.  “Roger Sherman in the Federal Convention.”  By Lewis Henry Boutell. 

In Annual Report of the American Historical Association for the Year 1893. 
Miscellaneous Document 104.  53d Congress, 2nd session. Washington, DC: GPO, 1894. 

 
(1940-1989) 
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1787.  New York: Agathon Press, 1988. 
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Same State.” Western Political Quarterly 45 (1992): 701-25. 

 
Bowman, S.J.  “Wild Political Dreaming: Constitutional Reformation of the United States 

Senate.” Fordham Law Review 72 (March 2004): 35. 
 
 
Griffin, John D. “Senate Apportionment as a Source of Political Inequality.” Legislative Studies 

Quarterly 31 (August 2006): 405-432. 
 
Herrick, Rebekah, and Sue Thomas.  “Split Delegations in the United States Senate: 1920-1988.” 

Social Science Journal 30 (1993): 69-81. 
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Equal Representation.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999. 
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(1996): 404-18. 
 
Tseytlin, Misha. “The United States Senate and the Problem of Equal State Suffrage.” 
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C. Term 
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Adams, Charles Francis, Jr. "The Senatorial Term." American Law Review 4 (October 1869): 18- 
30. 
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(1940-1989) 

U.S. Congress. Senate. The Term of a Senator: When Does it Begin and End?: Constitution, 
Laws, and Precedents Pertaining to the Term of a Senator. By Robert Dove. Senate 
Document 29.  98th Congress, 2nd session.  Washington, DC: GPO, 1984. 

 
D. Class System 
(1890-1939) 

U.S. Congress. Senate. Proceedings of the Senate Relating to the Classification of United States 
Senators under the Second Paragraph of the Third Section of the First Article of the 
Constitution of the United States: Taken from the Journals of the Senate.  Compiled by 
Henry H. Gilfry.  60th Congress, 1st session.  Washington, DC: GPO, 1907. 

 
(1940-1989) 

U.S. Congress.  Senate. The Classification of United States Senators. By Floyd M. Riddick. 
Senate Document 103.  89th Congress, 2nd session.  Washington, DC: GPO, 1966. 

 
III. Constitutional Powers 

A. General 
(1789-1889) 

Bryce, James. “The Senate as an Executive and Judicial Body.” In The American 
Commonwealth.  Volume I, chapter 11.  London: MacMillan and Co., 1888. 

 
Dickinson, John.  The Political Writings of John Dickinson, Esquire, Late President of the State 

of Delaware, and of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Wilmington, Del.: Bonsal and 
Niles, 1801. 
Also in:  The Political Writings of John Dickinson, 1764-1774. Edited by Paul Leicester 
Ford.  New York, Da Capo Press, 1970 (reprint of 1895 edition). 

 
Ford, Paul Leicester, ed. Pamphlets on the Constitution of the United States Published During 

Its Discussion By the People, 1787-1788. New York: Burt Franklin, 1888. 
 
Hamilton, Alexander. "Speech on the Senate of the United States (1788)." Edited by Henry 

Cabot Lodge. New York ; London : G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1904 (originally published 
1885). 

 
Story, Joseph. Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States.  Edited by Melville M. 

Bigelow.  Buffalo: William S. Hein & Co., 1994. 
Also in: Story, Joseph. Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States: With a 
Preliminary Review of the Constitutional History of the Colonies and States Before the 
Adoption of the Constitution. Two volumes. Boston: Brown & Little, 1891 (originally 
published in1833). 

 
(1890-1939) 

Ford, Henry Jones. “The Senate.” In The Rise and Growth of American Politics.  Chapter 21. 
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New York: Da Capo Press, 1967 (originally published 1898). 
 
Foster, Roger. Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States, Historical and Juridical, 

with Observations upon the Ordinary Provisions of State Constitutions and a 
Comparison with the Constitutions of other Countries.  Boston: Boston Book Company, 
1895. 

 
Haynes, George H. “Planning the Senate in the Federal Convention; Setting Senate Precedents in 

the First Congress.” In The Senate of the United States. Volume I, chapters 1-2.  Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1938. 

 
Hoar, George Frisbie. The Connecticut Compromise. Roger Sherman, the Author of the Plan of 

Equal Representation of the States in the Senate, and Representation of the People in 
Proportion to Numbers in the House. Worcester, MA: Press of Charles Hamilton, 1903. 

McCall, Samuel W. "The Power of the Senate." Atlantic Monthly 92 (October 1903): 433-42. 

Miller, Samuel Freeman.  "The Separate Powers of the Senate and House of Representatives." In 
Lectures on the Constitution of the United States.  Littleton, CO : F.B. Rothman, 
1980(originally published 1891). 

 
Moffett, S. E.  “Is the Senate Unfairly Constituted?” Political Science Quarterly 10 (June 1895): 

248-56. 
Rogers, Lindsay.  “The Senate as an Executive Council.”  In The American Senate.  Chapter 3, 

pp. 22-87.  New York: A.A. Knopf, 1968 (originally published 1926). 
 
Moody, William H. "Constitutional Powers of the Senate; A Reply." North American Review 174 

(March 1902): 386-94. 
–Reply to A. Maurice Low. “The Oligarchy of the Senate.” North American Review 174 
(February 1902): 231-44. 

 
(1940-1989) 

Amer, Vik D.  “The Senate and the Constitution.” Yale Law Journal 97 (May 1988): 1111-30. 
 
Baker, Richard Allan. "The Senate of the United States: Supreme Executive Council of the 

United States." Prologue 21 (Winter 1989): 289-313. 
 
Galloway, George. “The Functions of Congress.” In Congress at the Crossroads.  Pp.1-21. 

New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1946. 
 

(1990-) 
Mayhew, D.R. “Supermajority Rule in the U.S. Senate.” PS-Political Science & Politics 36 

(January 2003): 31-36. 
 

B. Origin, Formation 
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(1789-1889) 
Maclay, William.  Sketches of Debate in the First Senate of the United States, in 1789-90-91. 

Edited by George W. Harris. Harrisburg: Lane S. Hart, Printer, c1880. 
Also in:  Bickford, Charlene Bangs, Kenneth R. Bowling, and Helen E. Veit, eds. “The 
Diary of William Maclay and Other Notes on Senate Debates.” In Birth of the Nation: 
The First Federal Congress 1789-1791.  Volume IX. Washington, DC: George 
Washington University, The First Federal Congress Project, 1989. 

 
Madison, James. Notes of Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787. Athens, Ohio: Ohio 

University Press, 1984 (originally published 1840). 
 
Shepard, Elliott F. "Equalization of Representation in the United States Senate." New York State 

Bar Association 2 (1879): 63-75. 
 

(1890-1939) 
Farrand, Max.  The Framing of the Constitution of the United States.  New Haven and London: 

Yale University Press, 1972 (originally published 1913). 
 
Farrand, Max, ed. The Records of the Federal Convention of 1787. Four volumes.  New Haven 

and London: Yale University Press, 1966 (originally published 1911). 
 
Schulz, George J., ed. Creation of the Senate: From the Proceedings of the Federal 

Convention. Senate Document 7. 100th Congress, 1st session.  Washington, DC: GPO, 
1987 (originally published 1937). 

 
Woodburn, James Albert.  “The Senate.”  In The American Republic and its Government. 

Chapter 4, pp. 196-239. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1916 (originally published 
1903). 

 
Woody, Carroll H. “Is the Senate Unrepresentative?” Political Science Quarterly 41 (June 

1926): 219-39. 
 

(1940-1989) 
Bickford, Charlene Bangs, and Kenneth R. Bowling, eds. Birth of the Nation: The First Federal 

Congress 1789-1791. Washington, DC: George Washington University, The First Federal 
Congress Project, 1989. 

 
Kammen, Michael, ed. The Origins of the American Constitution: A Documentary History.  New 

York: Penguin Books, 1986. 
 
Kurland, Philip B., and Ralph Lerner. Founders’ Constitution.  Chicago: The University of 

Chicago Press, 1987. 
 
Main, Jackson Turner. The Upper House in Revolutionary America, 1763-1788. Madison: 
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University of Wisconsin Press, 1967. 
 
Riker, William H. “The Senate and American Federalism.” American Political Science Review 

49:2 (1955): 452-469. 
 
Sofaer, Abraham D. War, Foreign Affairs and Constitutional Power. Volume I: The Origins. 

Cambridge, MA: Ballinger Publishing Company, 1976. 
 
U.S. Congress. Senate. Bicentennial Commission.  A Necessary Fence: The Senate's First 

Century. Washington, DC: Commission on the Bicentennial of the U.S. Senate, 1989. 
 
Van Doren, Carl. The Great Rehearsal: The Story of the Making and Ratifying of the 

Constitution of the United States.  New York: The Viking Press, 1948. 
 

(1990-) 
Bowling, Kenneth R. And Donald R. Kennon, eds.  The House and Senate in the 1790's: 

Petitioning, Lobbying, and Institutional Development. Athens, Ohio: Ohio University 
Press, 2002. 

 
Bowling, Kenneth R., and Donald R. Kennon, eds. Inventing Congress: Origins and 

Establishment of the First Federal Congress.  Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 1999. 
 
Currie, David P. The Constitution in Congress: Democrats and Whigs, 1829-1861. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005. 
 
Currie, David P. The Constitution in Congress: Descent into the Maelstrom, 1829-1861. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005. 
 
Currie, David P. The Constitution in Congress: The Federalist Period 1789-1801.  Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1997. 
 
Currie, David P. The Constitution in Congress : the Jeffersonians, 1801-1829.  Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2001. 
 
Greenfield, Kent. "Original Penumbras: Constitutional Interpretation in the First Year of 

Congress." Connecticut Law Review 26 (Fall 1993): 79-144. 
 
Swift, Elaine K. The Making of an American Senate: Reconstitutive Change in Congress, 1787- 

1841.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1996. 
 
Wirls, Daniel and Stephen Wirls. The Invention of the United States Senate. Baltimore: Johns 

Hopkins University Press, 2003. 
 

C. Treaties 
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(1789-1889) 
Croswell, Simon G. “The Treaty-Making Power Under the Constitution.” American Law Review 

20 (July-August 1886): 513-527. 
 
Jay, John.  “Paper No. 64.”  In The Federalist.  Edited by Clinton Rossiter.  New York: New 

American Library, 1961 (originally published 1788). 
 

(1890-1939) 
Anderson, Chandler P.  “The Extent and Limitations of the Treaty-Making Power Under the 

Constitution.”  American Journal of International Law 1 (July 1907): 636-670. 
 
Bacon, Augustus O.  “The Treaty-Making Power of the President and the Senate.” North 

American Review 182 (1906): 502-12. 
 
Barrett, James T.  “International Agreements without the Advice and Consent of the Senate.” 

Yale Law Journal 15 (November 1905): 18-27. 
 
Black, Forrest R.  “The United States Senate and the Treaty Power.” Rocky Mountain Law 

Review 4 (November 1931): 1-19. 
 
Boyd, James H. “Limitations of the Treaty-Making Power of the President of the United States 

with the Concurrent Power of the Senate.” Central Law Journal (March 8, 15, 1918): 
172-176; 188-194. 
Find in: Library of Congress, Microfilm Room, Microfilm 05422 no. 548-566 AP 

 
Butler, Charles H. The Treaty-Making Power of the United States. New York: Banks Law 

Publishing Company, 1902. 
 
Crandall, Samuel B. Treaties, Their Making and Enforcement.  Washington, DC: J. Byrne & 

Company, 1904, 1916. 
 
Cullom, S.M. “The Treaty-Making Power.” North American Review 180 (March 1905): 335- 

346. 
 
Dangerfield, Royden J. In Defense of the Senate: A Study in Treaty Making.  Port Washington, 

NY: Kennikat Press, Inc., 1966 (originally published 1933). 
 
Davis, John W.  The Treaty-Making Power in the United States.  London: Oxford University 

Press, 1920. 
 
Dennis, William Cullen.  “The Arbitration Treaties and the Senate Amendments.” American 

Journal of International Law 5 (July 1911): 614-28. 
 
Finch, George A.  “The Treaty of Peace with Germany in the United States Senate.” American 
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Journal of International Law 14 (January-April 1920): 155-206. 
 
Fleming, Denna Frank. “Role of the Senate in Treaty Making: A Survey of Four Decades.” 

American Political Science Review 28 (1934): 583-98. 
 
Fleming, Denna Frank. The Treaty Veto of the American Senate. New York: G.P. Putnam’s 

Sons, 1930. 
 
Hayden, Ralston.  The Senate and Treaties, 1789-1817: The Development of the Treaty-Making 

Functions of the United States Senate During Their Formative Period.  New York: 
Macmillan, 1920. 

 
Hayden, Ralston.  “The States’ Rights Doctrine and the Treaty-Making Power.” American 

Historical Review 22 (April 1917): 566-85. 
 
Haynes, George H.  “The Senate’s Part in Treaty-Making and Foreign Relations.”  In The Senate 

of the United States.  Volume II, chapter 7. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1938. 
 
Holt, W. Stull.  Treaties Defeated by the Senate. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 

1933. 
 
Hudson, Manley O.  “The United States Senate and the World Court.” American Journal of 

International Law 29 (April 1935): 301-7. 
 
Jones, Francois Stewart.  “Treaties and Treaty-Making.” Political Science Quarterly 12 

(September 1897): 420-49. 
 
Kerr, Clara Hannah Stidham. “The Senate as an Executive Body–Treaties.”  In The Origin and 

Development of the United States Senate. Chapter 4, pp. 135-58. Ithaca, NY: Andrus & 
Church, 1895. 

 
Lodge, Henry Cabot.  “The Treaty-Making Powers of the Senate.” Scribner’s Magazine 31 
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XIII. Finding the Sources 

Most of the books listed on the bibliography are available at large academic and research 
libraries, while a number of the more recent, popular titles can be found in local public libraries. 
Consult a reference librarian for information regarding library holdings.  If the library does not 
have the book you are seeking, you may be able to order it through an inter-library loan service. 

The Library of Congress (LC) in Washington, DC has copies of every book on the 
bibliography.  The LC catalog is accessible on-line (http://catalog.loc.gov/). You may browse the 
catalog by subject, author, title, or call number.  Once a book title is brought to the screen, click 
on "full record" to get a complete bibliographic citation. 

The bibliography's twentieth-century articles are generally located in scholarly journals 
held in academic libraries and the Library of Congress. Public library reference librarians can 
often obtain copies of journal articles for a small fee.  Check your local library for details. 
Nineteenth-century articles may be found in a variety of sources, including scholarly journals and 
social commentary magazines.  Ask a reference librarian to help you locate obscure titles. 

Copies of government documents are held in federal depository libraries. Almost every 
U.S. congressional district or territory has at least one federal depository library located within its 
borders.  A complete listing of federal depository libraries is available on-line 
(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/libraries.html).  If possible, go to the federal depository library in 
person and provide the reference librarian with the document and Congress numbers included in 
the bibliography's citation.  Copies of recent documents may be purchased, or available at no 
cost, from the Government Printing Office (GPO).  Check the GPO Access catalog for holdings 
(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/index.html).  Original congressional documents are located at the 
National Archives and Records Administration in Washington, DC (http://www.archives.gov). 

Questions regarding the locations of sources may be addressed to: 
historian@sec.senate.gov. 
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