An OrpINANCE for the GOVERNMENT of the TERRITO-
ry of the UNITED STATEs, North-Weft of the RIVER
OHI10.

BT’. I'T ORDAINED by the United States in Congrefs affembled, That the faid territory, for the purpofes of tempo=
rary goverament, be one dittriét; fubject, however, to be divided into two diftriéts, as future circumftances may,
ia the opinion of Congrefs, makeit expedient.

Bair ordained by the authority aforefaid, That the eftates both of refident and non-refident proprietors in the faid ter-'
ritory, dying inteflate, fhall defcend to, and be diftributed amoug their children, and the defcendants of a deceafed child
in equal parts ; the delcendants of a deceafed child or grand-child, to take the fhare of their deceafed parent in equal parts
emong them : And where there fhall be no children or defcendants, thenin equal pasts to the next of kin, in equal degree 5
and among collaterals, the childreu of a_deceafed brother or fifter of theinteftate, fhall have in equal parts among them |
their decealed parents fhare and there fhall in no cafe be a diftin&tion between kindred of the whole and half biood ; fa-
viug in all cafes to the widow of the inteftate, her third part of the real eftate for life,and oae third part of the perfonal
efate; and chis law refadvero defcents and dower, fhall remain in full force until altered by the legiflature of the dif-
trict, —— And until the governor and judges thall adopt laws as herein after mentioned, efiates in the faid territory
may be deviled or bequeathed by wills in writing, figned and fealed by him or her, in whom the eftate may be, (being
of full age) and attefted by three witneffes 3 — and real eftates may be coaveyed by leafe and releafe, or bargain and
Aale, figned, fealed, and delivered by the perfon being of full age, in whom the eftate may be, and attefied by two wit-
neffee, provided fuch wills be duly proved, aud fuch conveyances be acknowledged, or the execution thereof culy pro=
ved, and be recorded within one year after proper magiftrates, courts, and regifters thall be appointed for that purpofe s
and perfonal property may be transfzrred by delivery, faving, however, to the French and Canadian inhabitants, and
‘other fettlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Viacent’s, and the neighbouring villages, who have hererofore profeffed themfelves
citizens of Virginia, their lawsand cuftoms now in force among them, relative to the defcent and conveyance of. pro-

erty.
i Bzir ordained by the authority aforefaid, That there fhall be appointed fromtime to time, by Congrefs, a governor,
whofe commiffion {hall continue in force for the term of three years, unlefls fooner revoked by Congrefs; he fhall refide
4n the diftrié, and have a frechold eftate therein, in one thoufand acres of land, while in the exercife of his office.

There fhall be appointed from time to time, by Congrefs, a fecretary, whofe commiflion fhall continue in force for
“four years, unlefs fooner revoked, he fhall refide in the diftri¢t, and have a freehold eftate therein, in five bundredacres
of land, while in the exercife of his officc; it fhall be his duty to keep and preferve the aés and laws paffed by the le-
giflature, and the public records of the diftri@, and the proceedings of the governor in his executive department ; and
Cran{mit authentic copies of fuch aé&s and proceedings, every fix months, to the fecrerary of Congrefs: There fhall al~
fo be appeinted a court to confift of three judges, any two of whom to form a court, who fhall have a common law ju-
rifdicion, and refide in the diftri&, and have each therein a freehold eftatein five hundred acres of land, while in the
exercife of their offices; and their commiffions fhall continue in force during good behaviour.

The governor and judges, or a majority of them, fhall adopt and publifh in the diftri¢t, fuch laws of the original
ftates, criminal and civil, as may be neceflary, and beft fuired to the circumftances of the difiri&, and report them to
Congrefs, from time to time, which laws fhall be in force in the diflric until the organization of the general afferbly
therein, unlefsdifapproved of by Congrefs 5 but afterwards the legitlature fhall haveauthority to alter them as they fhall
think fir.

The goverror for the time being, fhall be commander in chief of themilitia, appoint and commiffion all officers in the
fame, below the rank of general officers ; all general officers fhall beappeiated and commiffioned by Congrefs.

Provious to the organization of the general affembly, the governor fhall appoint fuchmagiftrates and other civil of=
ficers, in each county or townthip, as he fhall find neceflary for the prefervation of the peace and good order inthe fame:
After the general aflembly fhall be organized, the powers and dutiesof magiftrates and other civil officers thall be regu-
lared and defined by the faid affembly ; but all magiftrates and other civil officers, not herein otherwife directed, fhall,
during the continuance of this temporary government, be appointed by the governor.

For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted or made fhall have force in all parts of the diftri&, and
for the exccution of procefs, criminal and civil, the governcr fhall make proper divifions thereof--—and he fhall proceed
from time to_time, as circumftances may require, to lay out the parts of the diftriétin which the Indian titles fhall have
been extinguithed, into counties and townfhips, fubjeét, however, to fuch alterations as may thereafter be made by the
legiflature.

gSo foon as there fhall be five thoufand frec male inhabitants, of full age, in the diftri&, upon giving proof thercof
to the governor, they fhall receive authority, with time and place, to elect reprefentatives from their countics or town-=
thips, to reprefent themin the general alfembly ; provided that for every five hundred frec male inhabitants there fhall
beone reprefentative, and fo on progreflively with the number of free male inhabitants, fhall the right of reprefentation
increafe, until the number of reprefentatives fhall amount to twenty-five, after which the number and proportion of r¢~
prefearatives fhall be regulated by the legiflature 5 provided that no perfon be eligible or qualified to att asa repre-
fentative, unlefshe fhall havebeen a citizen of one of the United States three years and be a refident in the diftri&t, or
unlels he fhall have refided in the diftri& three years, and in either cafe fhall likewile hold in bis own right, in fes fim-
ple, two hundred acres of land within the fame :-=-Provided alfo, that a freehold in fifty acres of land in the diftrict,
having beena citizen of one of the ftates, and being refident in the diftriét ; or the like frechold and two years refi=
dence in the diftrié fhall be neceffary to qualify aman as an ele&or of a reprefentative.

The reprefentatives thus cleéed, fhall ferve for the term of two years, and in cafe of the death of a reprefentative,
or removal from office, the governor fhall iffue a writ to the county or townfhip for which he was 2 member, to clect
another in his ftead, to ferve for the refidue of the term.

The general affembly, or legiflature, fhall confift of the governor, legiflative council, anda houfe of reprefen-atives.
The Jegiflative council fhall coafift of five members, to continuein office five years, unlefs fooner removed by Congrefs,
any three of whom to-be a quorum, and the members of the council fhall be nominated and appointed in the following
manner, towit: As foon as reprefentatives fhall be elected, the governor fhall appaint a time and place for them to
meet rogether, and, when met, they fhall nominate ten perfons, refidents in the diftri¢t, and each poffefied of a frechold
in five hundred acres of land, and rotugh their names tosCongrefs; five of whom Congrefs fhall appoint and commiflicn
to ferve as af aiﬂ; and \w%:;ever a %Y:;ﬁﬂ:all happen in the council, by death or removal from office, the houfe
of reprefentati all aominate two'p tfons, u’iﬂ_.e‘;a forefaid, foreach vacancy, and return their names to Con-
grefs; one of whom Congrefs fhall appoint and commiffion for the refidue of the term; and every five years, four months
ar leaft before the expiration of the time of fervice of the members of council, the faid houfe fhall nominate ten perfers,
qualiﬁed as aforefaid, and return their names to Congrefs, five of whom Congrefs fhall appoint am.i commifiion to ferve
as membars of the councilfive years, unlefs fooner removeds  And the governor, legiflative council, and houfe of re~




prefentatives, fhall have authority to make laws in all cafes for the good government of the diflyi&, not repugnant ta
the principles and articles in this ordinance eftablifhed and declarcd.  And all biljs having paffed by a majority in the
houle, and by a majority in the cauncil, fhall be referred to the governor for his affent; bur no bill or legiflative ac
whatever, {hall be of any force without his affent. The governor fhall have power to convene, prorogue and diffolve
the general affembly, when in his opinion it fhall be expedient. i

The governor, judges, legiflative council, fecretary, and fuch other officers as Congrefs fhall appoint in the diftri&,
fhall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, and of office, the governor before the prefident of Congrefs, and all other
officers before the governor.  As foon as a legiflature fhall be formed in the diftrict, the council and houfe, affembled in
oneroom, fhall have authority by joiat ballor to eleé a delegate to Congrefs, who fhall have a feat in Congrefs, with a
right of debating, but not of voting, during this temporary government, 2

And tor extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty, which form the bafis whercon thefe repub-
lics, th:i: laws and conflitutions are ereéted ; to fix and eftablifh thofe principles as the bafis of all laws, conflitutions
and governments, which foriever hereafter fhall be formed in the faid territory ;-—~to provide alfo for the eflablithment
of flates, and permaneat government therein, and for their admiffion to a fhare in the federal councils or au equal {
ing with thz original ftates, at asecarly periods as may be confiftent with the general interefl :

Itis hereby ordained and declared by the authority aforefaid, That the following articles thall be confidercd as articles
of compa& batween the otiginal ftates and the people and fates in the faig territ‘ory, and forever remain unalterable
unlefs by common confent, to wit A

Article the Firf. No perfon, demeaning himfelf in a peaceable and orderly manner, fhall ever be molefied on account
of his mode of worthip or religious fentiments in the faid territory. :

Ariicle the Second.  The inhabitants of the faid territory fhall always be entitled to the benefirs of the writ of ha-
bzas corpus, and of the trial by jury; ofa proportionate reprefentation of the people in the legiflature, and of judici-
al proceedingsazcording to thz courfs of the common law; all perfons thall be bailable unlefs for capital offefices, where
the proof fhail be evident, or the prefumption great; all fines fhall be moderate, and no cruel or unufual punifhments
fhall be inflitted ; no man fhall be deprived of his liberty or property but by the judgment of his peers, or the law ofthe
land; and fhould the public exigencies make it neceffary for the common prefervation to rake any perfon’s property, or
tc demand his particular fervices, full compenfation fhall be made for the fame ; — and in the jult prefervation of richrs
and property it is underitood and declared, that no law oughtever to be made, or have force in the faid territery, that
thallin any manner whatsver interfere with, or affeét private contracts or engagements, bona fide and without fraud
previoufly formed.

Article the Third. Religion, morality and knowledge, being neceffary to good government and the happinefs of
mankind, fchools and the means of education fhall forever be encouraged. The utmoft good faith fhall always be obferved
towardsthe Indians ; theirlands and property fhall never be taken from them without their confent ; andin their proper-
ty, rights and liberty, they never fhall be invaded or difturbed, unlefs in juft and lawful wars authorifed by Congrefs 3
but laws founded in juftice and humanity fhall from time to time be wade, for preventing wrongs being dere to them,
and for preferving peace and friendfhip with them.

Article the Fourth. The faid territory, and the ftates which may be formed therein, fhall forever remain a par
this confederacy of the United States of America, fubject to the articles of confederation, and to fuch alterations th
as fhall be coaflitutionally made ; andto all the aés and ordinances of ghe United fiates in Congrefs aflembled, conform-
able thereto. The inhabitants and fettlers in the faid territory, fhall be fubjeét to pay a part of the federal debts con-
tracted or tobe contracted, and a proportional part of the expences of government, to be apportioned on them by Con-
grefs, according to the fame common rule and mealure by which apportionmenis thereof fhall be made on the other flates;
and the taxes for paying their proportion, fhall be laid and levied by the authority azd dire¢tion of the legiflarures
the diftri& or diftriéts or new ftates, as in the original ftates, within the time agreed upon by the United States in Co
grefs affembled. The legiflatures of thofe difiriés, ornew ftates, fhall never interfere with the primary difpofal of the
foil by the United States in Congrefs affembled, nor with any regulations Congrefs may find neceflary for fecuring the
title in fuch foi! to the bona fide purchafers. No rax thall be impofed on lands the property of the United Srares %
and in no cafe fhall non-refident proprietors be taxed higher than refidents. The navigable waters leading into the if-
fifippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying places betweenthe fame fhall be common highways, and forever free, as weil
to the inhabirants of the faidterritory, as to the citizens of the United States, and thofe of any other ftates thar mav
be admitted into the confederacy, without any tax, impoft or duty therefor. : ’

Articls the Fifth. ‘There fhall be formed in the faid territory, not lefs than three nor more than fve flat
boundaries of the ftates, as {oon as Virginia thall alter her act of ceffion ard confent to the fame, fhall bec
eftablifhed as follows, to wit: The weftern flatein the {aid territory, thall be bounded by the Miffifippi, the O}
Wabath rivers; a direet line drawn from the Wabath and Poft Vincent’s due north to the territorial line
United Srates and Canada, and by the faid territorial line to the lake of the Woods and Miflifippi. “Ghe m
fhall be bounded by the faid direét line, the Wabafh from Poft Vinceut’s to the Ohio; by the Ohio, by a diree
drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami to the faid territorial line, and by the faid territorial Jin
eaftern ftate thall be bounded by the laft mentioned direét line, the Ohio, Pennfylvania, and the faid rerritoris
Provided however, and it is further undsrfood and declared, that the boundaries of thefe three flares, fhall be
fo farto be altered, that if Congrefs fhall hereafter find it expedient, they fhall have authority ro form o
in that part of the faid territory which lies north of an eaflt and weft line drawn through the foutherly
of lake Michigan :.and whenever any of the faid flares fhall have fixty thoufand free inhabitants ther
thall be admitted by its delegates into the Congrefs of the United Hates, on an equal footing with the crig
all refpeéts whatever ; and fhall be at liberty to forma permanent conRitution and flate government : Py
fitution and government fo ro be formed, fhall be republican, and in counformity to the principl
articlss; and fo far as it can be confiftent with the general interefl of the confederacy, fuch admiffic
at an earlier period, and when there may be a lefs number of free inhabitants jn the ftate than fixry

Article the Sixth. There fhall be neither {lavery nor involuntary fervitude in the faid territory, o
punifhment of crimes whereof the party fhall have been duly convicted : Provided always, that any p
to the fame, from whom labor or fervice is lawfully claimed in any one of the original ftates, fuch fugicive
fully reclaimed and conveyed to the perfon claiming his or her labor or fervice as atorefaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforefaid, That the refolutions of the 23d of April, 1784, relative to the fib
this ordinance, be, and the fame are hereby repealed and declared null and void.

DONE by the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS affembled, the 13th day of July, in the vear of cur Icid
1787, and of thi§r fovereignty and independence the rath. ¢
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