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tien, and repeal certain acts heretofore passed
on that subject; which was read twice by 1its
title, and ordered to be printed.

Mr. RICE asked, and by unanimous consent
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (5. No. 652)
to provide for the issue of arms for the use of
the militia in certain States lately 1in rebellion;
which was read twice by its title and ordered
to be printed.

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine, asked, and by
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
duce a bill (S. No. 653) to amend an act enti-
tled **An act to establish a uniform system of
naturalization,”’ approved April 14, 1802, and
to repeal all acts inconsistent therewith ; which
was read twice by its title and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN asked, and by
unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro-
duce a bill (S. No. 654) to regulate proceed-
ings for the naturalization of aliens; which
was read twice by its title, and ordered to be
printed.

Mr. SUMNER asked, and by unanimous
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint
resolution (S. R. No. 178) tendering the sym-
pathy and best wishes to the people of Spain;
which was read twice by 1its title, and ordered
to be printed.

Mr. CRAGIN asked, and by unanimous
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint
resolution (S. R. No. 179) proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the United
States ; which was read twice by its title.

Mr. MORTON. Letthatresolution be read

at length.
Mr. SUMNER. Simply the amendment.
TheSecretary read the amendment proposed
to be submitted to the State Legislatures as
follows :

ARTICLE —. No State shall deny the right of suf-
frage or abridge the same to any male citizens of the
United States twenty-one years of age and upwanrds,
except for participation i1n rebellion or other ecrime,
and excepting also Indians not taxed: but any State
may exact of such citizen a specific term of residence
as & eondilion of voting therein, the condition being
the same for all classes.

The joint resolution was ordered to be
printed.

Mr. POMEROY asked, and by unanimous
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint
resolution (8. R. No. 180) proposing an
amendment to the Constitution of the United
States ; which was read twice by its title, and
ordered to be printed.

Mr. POMEROY. I askto havethe amend-
ment read at length. |

The Secretary read as follows:

ARrT. 15. The basis of suffrage in the United States
shall be that of citizenship, and all native or natural-
ized citizens shall enjoy the same rights and privi-
leges of the elective franchise; but each State shall
determine by law the age of the citizen and the time
of residence required for the exercise of the right of
suffrage, which shall apply equally to all citizens,
and also shall make all laws concerning the time,
places, and manner of holding elections.

Mr. DRAKE asked, and by unanimous con-
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint reso-

lution (S. R. No. 181) in relation to the grades
of General and Lieutenant General in the
Army, and Admiral and Vice Admiral in the
Navy:; which was read twice by its title, and
ordered to be printed.

CIIEAP OCEAN POSTAGE.
Mr. SUMNER submitted the following res-

olution ; which was ordered to lie on the table
and be printed:

A resolution in favor of cheap ocean postage.

Whereas the inland postage on a letter throughout |

the United States is three cents, while the ocean
postage on a similar letter to Great Britain, under a

to Ifrance 18 thirty cents, being a burdensome tax,
amounting often to a prohibition of foreign corre-
spondence:; yvet letters can be carried at less cost on
aeca than on land: and whercas by increasing cor-
respondence, and also by bringingintothemailsmail-
ablematters, often nowelandestinelyconveyed, cheap
ocean postage would become self-supporting. And
whereas cheap ocean postage would tend to quicken
commerce, 1o diffuse knowledge, to promote the in-
tercourse of families and friends separated by the
ocean, to multiply the bonds of peace and good will
among men and nations, to advance the progress of
liheral ideas:; and thus, while important to every
citizen, it would become the active ally of the mer-
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chant, the emigrant, the philanthropist, and the
friend of liberty: Therefore, '

Be 1t resolved, That the President of the United

States be requested to open negotiations with the
Buropean Powers, particularly with Great Britain,
France, and Germany, forthe establishment of cheap
ocean postage.

NOTIFICATION . TO THE PRESIDENT.

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate ||

do now adjourn.

Mr. ANTHONY. I suggestto the Senator

to move a recess instead of an adjournment.
We have not yet heard from the committee
appointed to wait upon the President.

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 have no objection,
the Senator desires to wait for the message.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
Senator from Ohio withdraw his motion?

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. ,

Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate

talkke a recess for half an hour.
-The motion was agreed to.

At the expiration of the recess, the Presi-
dent pro tempore resumed the chair.

Mr. DIXON, from the committee appointed
to wait upon the President of the United States
and inform him that a quorum of each House
had assembled, and that Congress was ready

f |
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to receive any communication he might be |

pleased to make, reported that they had dis-
charged the duty assigned them, and that the
President instructed them to reply that he
would make a communication on Wednesday
next at one o’clock by a message in writing,

Mr. HARLAN. I move that the Senate do
now adjourn.

1The motion was agreed to; and the Senate
adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
MoxpaAY, December 7, 1868.

In conformity to the Constitution and laws,
the Fortieth Congress of the United States of
America convened this day in its third session.
At twelve o’clock m. Hon. ScaUYLER COLFAX,
Sneaker of the House of RepreSentatives, a
member from the State of Indiana, called the
House to order.

Rev. C. B. BoyxnTon, the Chaplain, offered
prayer as follows:

Almighty and most merciful God, our Father
who art in Heaven! We give Thee most hearty
thanks for Thy preserving care, through which
all of us here present have been kept during
the time when we have been absent from each
other and this place, and through which we
are permitted once more to gather here and
enter upon the duties that belong to our several
stations. We bless Thee, O God, that the Con-
gress of the United States assembles now under
circumstances that seem to promise so much
for the future of this country after the strife
and the agitation of the political contest is over,

and when men can address themselves to pro- |

mote the highest interests of the country un-
trammeled, as they were not before. And while
we look round us upon some vacant seats we
are reminded egpecially that it 18 through Thy
care that any of us are here alive. And we
pray 1'hee, O God, that those who have been
written down as mourners may be comforted
of God.

And now we desire to commend, 1n faith on
the Liord Jesus Christ, these legislators to Thy
holy keeping; and we beseech Thee to impart
unto them a wisdom that shall enable them to
plan and execute all such measures as may

' tend to produce universal and stable prosperity

' and peace.

recent convention, 1s twelve cents, and on a letter || - : ;
| ' restrain all violence and disorder; and do Thou

So far as law can do 1t may they

add, O God, a force greater than human law—
the teachings of Thy Holy Spirit, the power of
Thy truth, so that men’s hearts shall ineline
them to do right without the restraining influ-
ence of a statute. DBless all who are engaged
in governing the land. May the benediction
of God rest on the whole population,and we be
prepared at length for that ‘‘rest that remain-
eth for the people of (God,”’ for Jesus sake.
Amen.
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December 7,

CALL OF THE ROLL.
The SPEAKER. This being the time fixed

by law for the opening of the third session of
the Fortieth Congress of the United States, the
Clerk of the House will call the roll of mem-
bers to ascertain whether a quorum is in attend-
ance, and also, at the conclusion of the roll-
call, will call the Delegates from the various
Territories.

The Clerk called the roll; and the following-
named Members and Delegates answered to
thelr names:

MAINE.

John A. Peters,
Frederick A. Pike.

John Lynech,

Sidney Perham,
James G. Blaine,

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Jacob H. Kla, Aaron F. Stevens.

VERMONT.
Luke P. Poland, Worthington C. Smith.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Thomas D. Eliot, Nathaniel P. Banks,
Oakes Ames, Greorge S. Boutwell,
Ginery Twichell, John D. Baldwin,
Samuel Hooper, William B. Washburn,
Benjamin K. Butler, Henry L. Dawes.

RHODE ISLAND.
Thomas A. Jenckes, Nathan F. Dixon.

CONNECTICUT.
Julius Hotchlkiss, Henry H. Starkweather.

NEW YORK.

Calvin T. Hulburd,
James M, Marvin,
Wilhiam C. Fields,
Addison H. Lafiin,
John C. Churchill,
Dennis McCarthy,
Theodore M. Pomeroy,
William H. Kelsey,
William S. Lincoln,
Henry Van Aernam.

NEW JERSLEY.
William Moore, John Hill.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Samuel J. Randall, George F. Miller,
Charles O'Neill, Adam J. Glossbrenner,
Leonard Myers, William H. Koontz,
William D. Kelley, Daniel J. Morrell,
Benjamin M. Boyer, Stephen K. Wilson,
John M. Broomall, Glenni W. Scofield,
Henry L. Cake, John Covode,

Daniel M. Van Auken, James K. Moorhead,
George W. Woodward, George V. Lawrence.

Ulysses Mercur,

MARYLAND.

Hiram McCullough, Francis Thomas.
Stevenson Archer,

NORTH CAROLINA.

John R. French, Nathaniel Boyden,
David Heaton, Alexander H. Jones.

Israel G. Lash, _
SOUTII CAROLINA.

Stephen Taber,

Demas Barnes,
William E. Robinson,
John Fox,

Thomas H. Stewart,
James Brooks,
Fernando Wood,
William H. Robertson,
John H. Ketchamn,

Orange Iferriss,

B. . Whittemore, Simeon Corley,
C. C. Bowen, James H. Goss.

| GEORGIA.
J. W. Clift, Samuel F. Gove,

C. H. Prince,
P. M. B. Young.

ALABDAMA.

Nelson Tift,
W. P. Edwards,

Francis W. Kellogg, Thomas Haughey,

Benjamin W. Norris, John B. Callis.
LOUISIANA.

J. Hale Sypher, Michael Vidal.

Joseph P. Newshan,

OHIO.

Philadelph Van Trump’
Columbus Delano,
Martin Welker,

Tobias A. Plants,

John A. Bingham,
Ephraim R. Eckley,
Rufus P. Spalding,
James A. Garfield.

Benjamin Hggleston,
Samuel K. Cary,
Robert C. Schenck,
William Lawrence,
William Mungen,
Reader W. Clarke,
John Beatty,

Ralph P. Buckland,
James M. Ashley,

KENTUCKY.

Thomas L. Jones,

James B. Beck,
Samuel McKee.

Lawrence S. Trimble,

J. S. Golladay,
J. Proctor Knott,




