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Mr. SHERMAN. Idesiretosubmitanamend-
ment to enable me to vote for the resolutions

Provided, That no money heretofors apprapriated shall
be expenided upon the Capitol until authorized by Congeess,
except sn nach as Is neeessary to protect the huilding from
Injury Ly the clements, and to complete the dowe, :

I will saya single wordin regard to the matter.

"I think the building should be wansferred from
the charge of the War Department to the Interior
Department, because Genetral Mei,%s, who has
had charge of the building, is now fully occupied,
and cunnot pay any attention to the subject. It
therefore ought to be placed in the charge of some
other officer. "But, at the same time, I do not
think that any more money ought to be expended
than gimply to preserve the buildings from the
clements, and to complete the dome, The dome
is in 80 advanced a condition thatitwould be safe
and wise cconomy to complete it. In regard to
other parts of the buildimﬁ, especially the outer
portions of the building, they ought to be com-

leted to preserve the building. 1 think beyond
that, we ought to waitat leastuntil furtherevents
develop themaelves.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Thequestionison

- agreeing to the amendment proposed by the Sén-
ator from Ohio.

Mr. FOOT. I have no objection to the limita-
tion proposed by that proviso

he amendment was agreed to.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now
is on ordeving the joint resolution to be engrossed
for a third reading; and on that question the yeas
and nays have been ordered.

Mr. FESSENDEN. The bill in its present
shape iz not so much open to the objection [
stated; but as T am opposed to the transfer, I will
vote ¢ nay.” .

The question being taken by yeas and nays,
resulted—yeas 34, nays 3; as fd]ﬂ)ws:

YEAS—Messrs, Anthony, Browning, Carlile, Clatk, Col-
lamer, Cawan, Davis, Dixon, Daolittle, Foot, Hale, Harian,
Harrls, Henderson, Howard, Howe, Kcnned’y, Kling, Lane
of Indiana, Latham, Morrill, Pomeroy, Poweil, Saufsbury,

Slierman, Simmons, Stark, Sumner, Ten Byck, ‘Lrumbull,
wn(mot, Wilson of Massachusetts, Witson o1 Missouri , and

right. .

NAYS—DNessrs, Fessenden, Grimes, and Lane of Kan-
8 3

So the joint resolution was ordered to be_en-
grossed fora third reading., It was read the third
time, and passed.

MESSAGE ¥ROM THE HOUSE.

A message from the ITouse of Representatives,
by Mr, Mornus, Chief Clerl, announced that the

ouse had passed the bill of the Senate (No, 244)
to provide for the equitable settlement of the ac-
counts of the officers and crews of the frigate
Congress and other vessels, with amendments, in
whichtheconcurienceofthe Senate wasrequested.

Mr. HALE, Letthat bereferred to the Com-
mittee on Naval Affuirs,
. The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr.MonnriLy
in the chair.) It will be so referred.

RECIPROCITY TREATY.

. Mr. HOWE submitted the following resolu-
ﬂ; ”/tmn; which wag considered by unanimous con-
gent, and agreed to:

Resolved, That the Seerctary of the Treasury be re-
quested to cominunfcate to the Senate a statement of the
quantity and value of the different articles of merchandise
imporied into the United States from the British North
American colonles during thefiscalyearaendingon the 30th
of June, 1859 and 1860, under the treaty of xeeiprocity eon-
cluded with Great Britaln on the 5th day of June, 1854,

SLAYERY IN THB DISTRICT.

The VICE PRESIDENT. THo special order
of the day, being the bill (S, o, 108) for the re-
Iease of certain persons held to service or laborin
the District of Columbia, is now before the Sen-
ate, agin Committee of the Whale, upon which
the Senator from Masgsachusetts is entitled to the

00T,

My, WILSON, of Massachusetts, M. Pres-
ident, the fivat Congress under the Constitution of
the United States was 'summoned to the consid-
eration of questions of transcendant importance,
which excited the profound interest of the nation
and of the statesmen of that age. Hildreth, in
his History of the United States, tellsus that <€ of
-all the questions discussed at this session, none
produced so much excitement as one started to-
‘wards the cloge of it, respecting the permanent
seat of the Federal Government.”” The eastern
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States would have been content to retain the seat
of Government in the city of New York, where
the Continental Congress had established it; but
Pennsylvania sought to win it back to Philadel-
phia; and Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas
sought to fix it on the banks of the Potomac. The
members of the East, supported by Pennsylvania,
hoping to conciliate the dissatisfied members of
the South, proposed to fix the permanent seat of
Government on the Susquehanna, but the JJI‘DPO-
sition was sternly and violently opposed; and
they were told by even the moderate Madison,
that ¢ if that day’s proceedings had been foreseen,
Xi'gi?i“ would never have ratified the Conatitu-
on, : :
The House bill, locating the capital on the Sus-
quehanna, amended by the Senate 30 as to fix the
seat of government in a district ten miles square
adjoining Philadelphia, failed through the grow-
ing opposition and manifest dissatisfaction of the
men of the South. Thus the Congress of 1789
wag stirred to its profoundest depths by the ab-
sorbing question "whather the national capital
should be located on thé banks of the Delaware,
the Susquehanna, or the Potomac. These con-
flieting claims of sections and of interests defeated
in 1789 all propositions for the location of the seat
of the national capital; but at the next session,
in 1790, 2 bargain, a compromise, was consum-
mated between the advoeales of the assumption of
the State debts, under the lead of Hamilton and
Morrig, and a few members of Virginia, by which
the FHouse of Representatives, after toking the
yeas and nays thirteen times, determined, by a
vote of thirty-two to twenty-nine, to locate the
permanent capital of the Republic on the banks
of the Potomac. This victory over the North,
won by the skill and de(ermination of the states-
men of the South, placed the permanent ecapital
of the new Republic on soil polluted by the foot-
steps of bondmen, This carly victory of the lead-
ers of southern séntiment and opinion hascastits
malign influences over the policy. of the national
Government. Here, for two generations, the
statesmen of republican and Christian America
have been surrounded by an atmosphere tainted
by the breath of the slave, and by the blinding and
perverting influences of the social life of slavehold-
Ing society.

The Constitution gave Congress the ¢ power
to exercise exclusive Jegislation in all.cases what-
soever,’’ over this ceded ten miles square we call
the District of Columbia. Instead of providing
a code of humane, equal, and uniform laws for
the government of the capital of a Christian na-
tion, Congress enacted, in 1801, that the laws of
Marylandand Virginia, asthey then stood, should
be in force on the north and south sides of the Po-
tomac. By this act the inhuman and barbarous,
the indecent and vulgar colonial slave codes of
Maryland and Virginia became the laws of repub-
lican America for the government of its chosen
capital. By this act of .national legislation the
people of Christian America began thefirst year
of the nineteenth century by accepting, reaffirm-
ing, and reénacting for the government of their
capital, the colonial legislation, enacted for the
government of the wild hordes of Africa, which
the colonial and commereial policy of Tngland
foreed upon Magland and Virginia.

The national Government, by reénacting the
slave codes of the ceding States for the govern-
ment of the ceded territory, accepted as ifs creed
the wicked dogma that color in the national cag-
ital is presmmptive evidence of slavery. In 1827
the Commit{ee for the District of Columbia, in the
House of Representatives, reported that *in this
District, ag in all slaveholding States in the Union,
the legal presumﬂtion is, that persons of color
going at large withoutany evidences of their free-
dom are abseonding slaves, and prima facie liable
to all the Iegal }i{ovisions applicable to that class
of persons.’”’ ‘The committee state that, in that
part of the District ceded by Virginia, *“a free
negro may be arrested and put in_jail for three
months on suspicion of being a fugitive; he is
then to be hired out to pay his jail fees; and if
he does not prove hig freedom “within twelve
months he is to be sold as a slave.”” In the ter-
ritory ceded by Maryland, the committee say that
if a free man of color should be apprehended as
a runaway, he is subjected to the payment of all
fines and rewards given by law for apprehending
runaways, and upon failure to make such pay-

ment is liable to be sold usaslave.!! ¢ Thelegal

resumption’’ that persons of'color are ¢ abscond«
mg slaves;”’ that, 1If arrested as runaways, they
are ¢ subjecled to the payment of all fines and
rewards given by law for apprchending runa-
ways;”’ that, failing to pay such * fines and ve-
wards,”’ they are “liable to be sold as slaves,”
are the yecognized doctrines in the national cap-
tal of this demacratic Republie. For two gen-
erations has Christian America recognized in her
capital the wicked and guilty dogma that coloris
legal presumption that man, whom Goad made,
and for whom Christ died, wallting the earth in
the pride of conscjous manhood, is an ¢ ahacond-
ing slave,” to be ' apprehended as a runaway,”’
¢s subjected to the payment of finegsand rewards,
or ‘10 be sold as a slave to pay jail fees.”

Clothed, Mr. President, with the authority of
legislation by the national Government, the cor-
poration of Washington, not content with this
monstrouslegal presumption thatcoloriscvidence
of slavery, enacted on the 31stof May, 1827, that

“ Every negro and mulatto found reslding In the clty of
Washington, who sha)l not be able to establish bis or her
title to freedom, shall be Itted tothe Jall af the county
of Washington as absconding slaves,”?

In what age of the world, in what land under
the whole heavens, can you find any enactment
of equa] atrocity to thi¥ Iniquitous and profligate
statute—this ¢ legal presumption’” that color is
evidence that man, made in the image of God, is
an * absconding slave?*’ )

‘This monstrous doctrine, abhorrent to every
manly impulse of the heart, to every Christion
sentiment of the soul, to every deduction of hu-
man reason, which the refined, humane, and Chris-
tian people of America have upheld for two gen-
erations, which the corporation of Washinglon
enacted into an imperative ordinance, has borne
itg legitimate fruits'of injustice and inhumanity,
of dishonor und shame. ~ Crimes against man, in
the name of this abhorred doctrine, have been
aunually perpetrated in this national capital which
should malke the people of America hang their
heads in shame before the nations, and in ubnse-
ment before that Being who keeps watoh and ward
over thie humblest of the children of men. Men
and women of African deseent, no matter in what
State they were born, no matter what rights and
privileges they possessed under the laws and in-
stitutions of the States from whence they came,
have annually been seized, imprisoned, fined,and
sometimes sold into perpetual servitude,

This doctrine, that color is presumptive evi-
dence of slavery—this ordinance, eonsigning its
vietims to imprisonment, offets a tempting bribe
to the base, the selfish, the unprincipled, to be-
come men-stealers and kidnappers, This bribe
has converted Government officials, justices of
the peace, constables, and poliee officers into man-
ufacturers of slaves. ‘This bribe hag annually
filled your jail with its vietims, moking it the
workshop where the selfish, the base, the ignoble
have plied their trade in the souls and bodies of
men, * Hundreds, ay, thousands of men of Afri-
can descent haye been scized, arrested, impris-
oned, since the District of Columbin became the
seat of the national eapital. In January, 1629,
the United States marshal, in a lolter addressed
to the Committee of the House of Representatives
for the District of Columbia, reported that in the
three yearsfrom the 1st of January, 1826, to the lst
of January, 1829, one hundred and seventy-nine
persons:in Washington and Georgetown were
arrested and "committed to prison as absconding
slaves, Of thisnumber, twenty-six proved them-
selves to be free, and, being fortunate enough to
pay jail fees, were discharged. Six of these per-
sons were sentenced by the jailor, without. trial,
and sold ns slaves, and the proceeds pocketed by
the marshal of the United States, Mr, Miner, of
Pennsylvania, in a speech in the House of Rep-
resentatives, in 1829, states that ¢a blacl man
was talcen up in August, 1821, and jmprisoned as
# runawuy four hundred and five days. In this
time, vermin, diseage, and misery had deprived
him of the use of his limbs. He was rendered a
cripple for life, and finally discharged, as no one
would buy him.’? More than one thousand of the
citizens of the District of Columbia, on the 24th
of March, 1828, in a memorial to Congress, de-
olared f* that it was not alons from the xapucity of
slave traders that the colored vace in this Disirict
were doomed to suffer; thutthe Juwssanctionand
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direct a procedure unpavalleled in glaring injus-
tice by anything among the Governments of
Christendom.” "They state that in the summer
of 1827— '

4.\ colored man, who stated that he was entftled to free-
dow, was taken up ns r ranaway skave, and jodged In the
Jolt of Washington elty.  He was advertiseds but no one
appearing to clatm him, he was, according ta law, put up
at publie avetion for the payment of his jail fees, and sold
a3 nslave for life! 1le wns purchnsed by a slave trader,
who wad not reiquired to glve secirlty for his remaining In
-the Distrlet, and lic wus soon after shipped at Alexandria
far ong of the southern Statve. An attempt was tnade by
rame haievolent Indiviituals to have the sale postponed
unti hiselnim to freedom could be Investigated 3 but their
effarts wure unavalling; aud thus was a human being sold
Inta perpetunl bondage, at the capltal of the freest Govern-
fent an gartl, witliout aven 2 pretense of trlal or an alle:
gatlon o' erfme.??

The men of New England, New York, and
Pennsylyanin of that generation were responsible
befove God for that deed of inhumanity,

But, sir, we of thisnge in America are not guilt-
less of like enormities. Senators will remember
that when Congress assembled in December last,
we tound nearly sixty human beings immured in
our jnil, under the authority of our marshal and
his officials, ns fugitive slaves, and that of this
nuraber oite man, admitted by all to be free, had
been confined more (han six months. Colored
men of the freo States, who have come with north-
i regiments to the defense of the national cap-
ital, have been seized and imprisoned in our jail
ug runaways bﬁ' constables, and by that race of
man-stealers, the legitimate offsprivg of this doc-
trine that color is presumptive evidence of sla-
very,  Men who have escaped from the camps of
armed treason, who have given our military com-
manders important intelligence of the movemants
of vebel forees, appearing’in the streets of Wash-
ington, are pounced upon, seized, and thiustinto
jail by the creatures who see ¢ slave’® written on
the forehead of gvery man through whose veins
coursea n drop of Afvican blood. Tn this nationsl
capital furks u race of official and unofficial man-
lwinters, greedy, active, vigilant, dexterous, ever
ready, by falseliood, trickery, ovviolence, toclutch
the hapless blacl man who carries not with him
a title-deed to freedom. Only a few days ago,
these harpies of the land, more merciless than the
wrecleers of the seas, pounced upon and hurried
to your jail two men your officers in the field had
sant to Washington to give important intelligence
to your generals, For these deeds of inhumanity
ainl injustice, the intelligent, patriotic, and Chuis-
tiau freomen of Ameriea are responsible before
man und before God! And if we, their repre-
sentatives, who now for the first time huve the
power, do not end these crimes ngainst man for-
ever, the guiltand shame will restupou our souls,
und we shall be consigned to the moral indigna-~
tion of Christendom,

Juslice to a wronged and oppressed race de-
mands that this eorript and corrupting'doctrine,
that eplor is presumptive evidence of slavery in
the capital of the Republic, shall be condemned,
disowned, repudiated by the Government of the
United States, Fortwo generations it has pressed
with mierciless force upon n race who mingled
their blood with the blood of our fathers on the
striclen fields of the war of independence. In
those days of trial, black men, animated by the
same mighty impulse, fought side by side with
our fathers to win for America a place among the
nations. They rallied at the tap of the drum on
the morning of the 19th of April, 1775, to meet
the shock of the first battle of the Revolution.
They poured their unerring shots into thd bosom
of the veterun troops of England as they moved
up the slopea of Bunker Hill. They met, and
three times, by their steady valor repulsed, the
charges of British veterans on the battle-field of
Rhodelsland, which La Fayette pronounced * the
bestioughtbattleofthe Revolution.”” They fought
und full by the side of Ledyard, at Fort Griswald,
They shured in the glorious defense and victory
of Red Bunle, which will live in our history as
long us the Delaware shall flow by the spot made
immortal by their valor. They endured with our
fathers, uncompluiningly, the toils and privations
of the buttlesficlds and bivouacks of the seven
yeurs’mmrmgns of the Revolution, from Lexing-
ton to Yorlttown, to found in America a Govern-
ment which should vecognize the riglits of human
nature, For moro than sixty years, unmindful
of their rights and ungrateful for their serviees in
our hour of weakness, we have récognized in the

capital of the nation the wicked and insulting
dogma which writes ¢ slave” on the brow of nll
whoinherittheirblood. Letusof thisage hasten
to atone for this great-wrong, by erasing that word
from the brow of.thig proseribed race here, and
making munhood, hexe at least, forever hereafter
presumptive evidence of freedom.

By the act of the 27th of February, 1801, Con-
greas continued in force in this capital the statute
of Maryland, enucted in 1717, that—

"% No free negro orinulateo shall be adinitied and recelved
as good and vaiid evidence In law, in any mattenor thing
whatsoever, wiereln any Cinlstlan white persoit Is con-
cerned.? )

This statute, enacted nearly a bundred and fity
years ago, reénacted by Congress on the 27th of
Febrnary, 1801, is the law in the capital of this
nation, that professes to recognize the sublime
creed of human equality, This law places the
property, the liberlies, the lives of twelve thousand
free persons of color in the District of Columbia
atthe mercy of the avaricious, the violent, and the
abandoped. It puts in peril the vights of property
and of person of every free colored man whose
feet shall press the Soil of the District of Colum-
bia. Here the onth of the black man afferds no
protection whatever to his prorerty, to the fruits
of his toil, to the personal vights of himself, his
wife, hia children, or his race. Greedy avarice
may withhold from him the fruits of his toil, or
cluch from him.his little acquisitions; the brutal
may visit upon him, his wife, his children, in-
sults, indignities, blows; the kidnapper may enter
his dwelling and steal from his hearthstone his
loved ones; the assassin may hover on liig track,
imperiling his household; every outrage that the
depravity of man can visit upon his brother man
may be perpetrated upon him, upon his family,
his race; but _his oath upon the Evangelists of
Almighty Ged, though his name may be written
in the Boolt of Life, ‘neither protects him from
wrong nov punishes the wrong-doer. ‘Chis Chris-
tinn nation, in solemn mockery,enacts that thefree
black men of America shall notbear testimony in
the judicial tribunals of the District of Columbia.
Although the black man is thus mute and dumb
before the judicial tribunals of the capital of Chiis-
tiant Araerica, his wrongs we will not have righted
here will go up to a higher tribunal, whero the oath
of the proscribed negro is heard, and his story
registered-by the pen of the recording angel.

‘What wrohigs, what outrages may not be per-
petvated upon a race of men where “colorislegal
presumption of slavery,’* where they “may be
arrested as ubsconding slaves,” where their oath
cannot be received as ““good and valid evidence
in law, " where “ every porson seizing and taliing
up ranaways shall veceive two hundred pounds
of tobacco, or the value thereof,” where, “if any
slve stvikes a white person, he may, upon the
oath of the person go struek, have one of his ears
cropped?” What wrongs, what outrages may not
be perpetrated upon u race where, upon ¢ inform-
ation to any justice of the peace that any free ne-
gro or mulatto is going at large without any visi-
ble means of subsistence, such justice is required
to issue his warrant to any constable, directing
him to apprehend such free negro or mulattos and
if such fice negro or mulatto shall fail fo give se-
curity for his good hehavior, orto leave the State
within five days, or if, after leaving the State, he
shall return again within six months, such justice
may commit said free negro ormulatto to' the com-
o jail; and if such offender 2o committed shall
not, within twenty days thereafter, pay his or her
prison charges, the sheriff, with the approbation
of any two justices ofthe peace, may sell such free
negro or mulatio to serve six calendur months?’

The wrongs, the ouunges, the enormities which
the cupidity, the dail passions of the sordid and
the base have visited for the last sixty yearsupon
the unoffending, the Lelpless, under these laws of
Maryland, reaffivmed by the Congress of the Uni-
ted States, will never be known until the secrels
of the lust day are revealed.

Congress, in 1820, gave to the corporation of
‘Washington ¢ powerand authority torestrain and
prohibitthe nightly and other disorderly meetings
of slaves, frec negroes, and mulattoes, and tofpun-
ish such slaves by whipping, not exceeding forty
stripes, ot by imprisonment, not exceeding six
months for any one offense; and to punish such
free negroes and mulattoes by penalties, not ex~
ceeding twenty dollars for any one offense,.and in

*cage of the inability of any free negro or mulatto
topay any such penaltyand costs thereon, to cause
him or her to be confined to labor for any time
not exceeding six calendar months; to preseribe
the terms and conditions upon which free negroes
and mulattoes muy reside in the city; to punish
corporally any colored servantor slave forabreach
of any of theirlaws or ordinances;’” “ and to pass

Lall Jaws which shall be deemed necessary and
proper for carrying into execution the powers
vested by this” act in the said corporation.”
Clothed Ky the Federal Government with this
power of legislation, the corporation of Washing~
ton have passed ordinances relating to persons of
color, bond and free, more oppressive, more in-
human, more degrading than the colonial black
code of Maryland, which Congress reafirmed in
1801.

By an ordinance passed on the 3lst of May,
1827, the corporation of the city of Washington
enacted that—

“Ifany frec colored person is found going ot farge after
ten o’clock at night without a pass from some respectable
cltlzen, he shall be fined not excecding ten dollars, and
logked up until morning.” -

" This act, often executed upon honest, toiling
men and women whose callings or duties require
them to enter the streets after that hour, is profli-
gate, burdensome, oppressive. Officials, who too
often loolt upon tie blaclk race as the prey of ava-
rice and passion, under color of this enactment,
seize their victims going to or returning from their
lawtul callings. Since T have held a'scat in the
Senate I have known colored men, trusted and
employed by the Government, while quietly has-
tening to their homes after ten o’clock from their
duties in the public service, to be arrested under
colar of this ordinance. An ordinance so oppres-
sive, g0 barbarous should be annulled by the Con-
guess of the United States.

On the 29th of October, 1836, the corporation
of the city of Washington enancted that—

“ Prae colared persons must exhibit to the Mayor satis-
factory evidence ol bis or lier tlte 1o itcedom, and enter
into bond with five good and suflicient rureties, in the pen-
alty of $1,000, for the good and arderly condite of lils or
lier entlre tamily, the bond to be renewed every yoar; nnd
on failure 50 10 40, woy be fined twenty dollars, and sent to
the workhouse.”?

A statute like this, which requires every free
colored person to furnish the l\'[l‘nyor of the city
of Washington evidence of his or her titie to frce-
dom, and to give bonds annually for his or her
orderly conduet, and failing so to do, to be sent
to the workhouse, places ten thousand free per-
song of color at the mercy of the corporation of-
ficials of this city, who may exercise, under color
of this Taw, the most oppressive acts of petty
tyrann{.

On the 29th of Octaber, 1836, the corporation
of the city of Washington, under the autharit
conferred upon it by the Government of the Uni-
ted States, onactad that—

¢ All seexet or private meetings er assemblages whatso-
ever, and all meetlugs for religlous worshipbeyond thie hour
ol'ten at night, of free’negroes, mulattoes, or slaves, are do-
clared to be untawful; and any colored person or pefsons
found at such assemblages or meetings, or who jnay con.
tinue ot any religious meoting after ten o’clock at night,
shall for each ufiense pay the sum of five doilars; ung in
the event of any such meeting or assemblage, itshall be the
duty of any police constable to enter the house where such

blage is held and employ all lawfiul means fnimedi.
ately ta disperse the sames and In case ang police consta.
ble, after full notice and knowledge of such meeting, shall
negleet or refuse to execute the duty herehy requlred, he
shail forfeit and pay the sum of fifiy dellars, and be {ncn.
pable of holding any affice of power or trust under the cor-
poratlon for one year therenfier.”

The Christian men of New England, of the cen-
wal States, of the West, must not forget that they
are not free from responsibility for the existence,
in theirnational capital, of a stutute which imposes
a fine of five dollars upon Christian menand wo-
men who may be found in areligious meeting after
the hour of ten o’clock at night; thatin the capital
of this Christian Republic it is made the duty of
poliee constables, under penolties of fine and dis-
franchisement, to enter a religious meeting after
the hour of ten zt nightand disperse Christiqn men
and women listening to the story of salvation, or
offering up to Him who made the humblest of the
vace in His own image, the praises and gratitude
of contrite hearts,

On the 28th of July, 1831, the corporation of
the city of Washington passed au ordinance “ em-
powering the Mayor to grant any person 4 liseuss

to trade and traffic insldves for the sum of' $400.*’
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This ordinance legalized in the national capital the
revoliing slave trade which had dishonored the
Distriet of Columbig from the day it had been
selected as the seat of Federal Government. The
grand jury of Alexandria as early as 1802 had pre-
sented thess * dealers in the persong of our fellow-
men, whoexposed their vietims loaded with ohnins
in the public streets,” 1In 1816, Judge Morell, of
the circuit court of the United States, in his charge
to the grand jury, declaved that ¢ the froquency
with which thie sireetsof the city had been crowded
with manacled captives, sometimes on the Sab-
bath, could not fail to shock the feelings of all
humane persons.” John Randolph, in the same
year denounced this traffic in slaves “as inhuman
and illegal.”? The Alexandria Gazette, in 1827,
denounced this ¢ traffic which filled the streets
not unfrequently by men, women, and children,
hundcuﬁ‘eﬁ and chaimed together.’” In 1828, more
than one thousand of the citizens of the District
of Columbia implored Congress *¢ to suppress a
trafiic disgracing and demoralizing in its effects;”
and in 1829, the grand jury of Washington made
a communication to Congress in which they de-
clared that# the whole community would be grat-
ified by the interference of Conguess for the sup-
pression of these receptacles and the exclusion of
this disgusting traffic from the Distviet.” The
‘Washington Speetator, in 1830, indignantly de-
nounced the *“processions so often seen in the
streets of ‘Washington, of human beings hand-
cuffed in pairs or chained in couples,’? wending
their way to the slave ships which were to bear
them to the distant South, ‘Yet this traffic, de-
nounced by judges and grand jurors, eitizens and
presses, was legalized in 1831 by the corporation
of the city of Washington; and ‘Williams, Birch,
INeal, Kephart, Richards, Franklin, and Amfield
polluted the capital of the nation with this brutal-
1zing traflic, under the sanction of law, until it was
made illegal by the legislation of 1850.

The corporation of the city of Washington,
from 1829 to 1841, enacted cruel and brutal laws
for the punishment of slaves within the limits of
the city. I quote from these brutal and bloody
laws these enactments:

¢ If a slave break n street lamp, he shall be puaished by
whlfging on the bare back.”

I any slave ties a horse 10 any of the trees on any of
the ruhllc grounds in the city of Wasltington, he shall be
punlshed hy whipping on the bare baek.)?

“ Ifany slave willfully injures any dwelling-house, orany
of the nppendages thereofy he ar she shall be punished by
vﬁnlipepgh;g; on his or her bare back, not exceedingthirty-nine
8 N

“‘:lny slave offeuiding agatnstany of the laws regulating
the .publie markets, shall ‘be punished with not less than
five nor move than isventy lusties on his or lier bare back.”?

 If any slave sets on fire in any open ground or lot any
straw or shavings, betiveen the setting and the rising of the
sun, whereby a Talse nlarm of fire may be created, he shall
be wwhipped, not excecding thirty-nine lashes.”?

‘¢ Ifany siave sets off any fire erackers within one hun-
dred yards of nny dwolling-house, he shall be punished by
whipping, not excceding thirty-nine stripes.”?

Do Senators believe that there can be found in
the Jaws and ordinances of any Christian nation
on the globe enactments so brittal, degrading, in-
human, indecent? Itistime these bloody statutes
for_lashing men and lashing women should be
obliterated {rom the laws and ordinances of the
ca&‘iml city of the Republic.

he acts of Congress of March 3, 1805, and
March' 3, 1809, confirmed to the corporation of
Georgetown all the rights, powers, and privileges
therctofore irumed to the corparation by the Gen-
eral Assembly of Maryland, among which was
the power to ‘¢ pass, make, and ordain all laws
necessary to take up, fine, imprison, or punish
any and all vagranis, loose and disorderly per~
8ONY, free negroes, and persons having no visible
means of support,>” Under this authority of Con-
gress the corporation of Georgetown enacted that
cvery free black or mulatto person who should
come o Georgetown to reside should-exhibit to
the mayor satisfactory evidence of freedom, and
enter into bonds for good conduct. On the 224
of” August, 1845, the corporation of Georgetown
passed an ordinance prohibiting, under the pen-
alty of thirty-nine lashes for slaves and thirt
days’ imprisonment for fiee colored persons, all
assemblages by day or night-of black or colored
persons, except religious meetings, conducted by
avhite men and terminated before half past nine
o’clock at night. TFrom 1827 to 1845, while sla-
very in America was in the zenith of its power,
the.corporation of the. city of Georgetown pussed

many ordinances hardly less brutal, degrading,
and indecent than the slatutes of the metropolis
of the Republic. These colonial statutes of Mary-
land, reaffirmed by Congress in 1801, these ordi-
nances of Washington and Georgetown, sanc-
tioned in advance by the authority of the Iederal
Government, stand’ this day unrepealed, Such
laws and ordinances should not be permitted
longer to insult the reason, pervert the moral sense,
or offend the taste of the people of America. Any

eople mindful of the decencies of life would not

onger permit such enactments to linger before the
eyeofcivilized man. Slavery isthe prolific mother
of those monstroug enactments, Bid slavery dis-
appear from the District of Columbia, and it will
talte along with it this whole brood of brutal, vul-
gar, and Indecent statates.

In spite, however, of these oppressive and cruel
enactmenty which have pressed with merciless
force upon the black race, bond and free, slavery,
for more than half a century has grown weaker,
and the free colored stronger, at every decade.
Within the last half century, the free colored pop-
ulation of the District of Columbia has increased
from four to twelve thousand. In spite of the de-
grading influences of oppressive statutes, and a
perverted public sentiment, this free colored pop-
ulation, as it has inereased in numbers has in-
creased also in property, in churches, schools, and
all the means of sncial, intellectual, and moral de-
velopment, This despised race, upon which we
are wont to look down with emotions of pity if
notofcontemptor of hate, ar¢industriousand law-
abiding, loyal to the Government and its institu-
tions. To-day the free colored men of the Dis-
trict of Columbia possess hundreds of thousands
of dollars of property, the fruits of years of hon-
est toil; they havetwelve churches, costing some
seventy-five thousand dollars, and eight schools
for the instruction of their children.: They are
compelled to pay for the supportof public schools
for the ingtruction of the white children from
which thelr own children are excluded by law,
custom, and public opinion. Some of these free
colored men are distinguished for intelligence,
business capacity, and the virtues that grace and
adorn men of every race. Some of these men have
in possession considerable property, real and per-
sonal. If Senators will go to the office of this ¢it;
where deeds are recorded, they will find there re-
corded o mortgage deed, dated the 30th of January,
1858, in faver of Alfred Lee, a colored man of
this District, to secure a debt of 12,000, signed
by two Senators of the United States, and their
wives, One of those Senators, signing a mortgage
deed to secure to a coloved man of this District n
loan of $12,000, is a member of the Senats to-day,
the other now sleeps on the shores of Lake Michi-
ygan, in the cily and State of his adoption.

This bill proposes to strile the chains from the
limbs of three thousand bondmen in the District
of Columbia, to e¢rase the word ‘“slave’® from
their foreheads, to convert them from personal
chattelsinto free men, tolift them from the degra-
dation of personal servitude to the dignity and re-
sponsibilities of manhood, to place them in the
ranks of free colored men, to perform with them
the duties and bear with them the responsibilities
of life. 'This bill, if it shall become law, will sin1-
ply take three thousand men from humiliating and
degrading servitude and add them to the twelve
thousand free colored men of this District, to be
absorbed in that mass of industrious and law-
abiding population. The &)assa.ge of this bill by
the Congress of the United States will not, can-
net, disturb for & moment the peace, the order, the
security of society. Its passage will excite in the
bosoms of the enfranchised not wralh por hatved
nor revenge, but love, joy, and gratitude, These
enfranchised bondmen will be welcomed by the
free colored gopulation with bounding hearts,
throbbing with gratitude to God for inspiring the
nation with the justice and the courage to strike
the chains from the limbs of their neighbors,
friends, relatives, brothers, and lifding from their
own shoulders the burdens imposed upon them
by the necessities, the passions, and the pride of
slaveholding society.

This bill, to give liberty to the bondman, deals
justly, ay, generously, by the master. The
American people, whose moral sense has been
outraged by slavery and the black codes enacted
in the interests of slavery in the District of Co-

Iumbia, whose fame has been soiled.and dimmed

by the deeds of cruclty perpetrated in their nn.
tional eapital, would stand justified in the forum
of nations if they should smite the fetter from the
bondman, regardless of the desires or interests of
the master. With generous magnanimity this
bill tenders compensation to the master outof the
earnings of the toiling freemen of America. In
the present condition of the country the proposed
compensation is full, ample, equitable.

But the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. DAvia)
raises his warning voice against the pussage of
this measure of justice and beneficence. He ng-
sumes to speak like one haying authority. Heis
positive, dogmatic, emphatic; and prophetic. He
repeatedly assured the Sevate that he gave utter-
ance to what he knew, that his warnings and pre-
dictions were infallible prophecies. The Senator
predicted in excited, if not angry tones, that the
passage of this bill, giving freedom to three thous
sand bondmen, will bring into this District beg-
gary and crime, that the *‘ iberated negroes will

ecome g sore, a burden, and a charge;” that
they ¢ will be criminals;” that ¢ they willbecomea
paupers;’? that ¢ they will be engaged in crimea
and pettz misdemeanors;” that *“ they will be-
come a charge and a pest upon this society.” The
Senator emphatically declared *¢1 know what I
talk about!” ¢¢I speak from what I lnow!”
Assured, confident, defiant, the Senator asserts
that ‘“anegro’s idea of freedom isfreedom from
work;? that after they acquire. their frecdom
they become *¢lazy,”” “indolent,”” ¢ thrifiless,”
¢t worthless,” % inefficient,’ ¢ vicious,’ ¢ vaga-
bonds.”

The Senator from Kentucky, who speaks with
S0 much agsurance, may have the rightto speak
in these terms of emancipated slaves in Kentucky;
but he has no authority so to speak of the twelve
thousand free colored men of the District of Co-
lumbia. One sixth part of the population of this
Districtare freepersonsofcolor. Underthe weight
of oppressive laws and a public opinion poisoned
by slavery, they have by theirindustry, theirobe-
dience to law, their kindly charities to each other,
established a character above such reproaches as
theSenator from Kentucky nppliesto emancipated
bondmen, As a class, the fiee colored people of
this District are not worthless, vicious, thriftless,
indolent, vagabonds, eriminals, paupets, nor are
they a charge and a pest upon this society, The
Senator from Kentucky, sir, has no right to apply
to them these disparaging epithets. Do they not
support themselves by their industry and thrife?
Do they not aupport their own chuarches? Do
they not support their own schools? Do they not
algo support schools for the education of white
children, from which theirown are excluded? Do
they not care for their sick and their dying? Do
they not bury their dead free of public charge?
‘What right, then, has the Senator from Kentucky
to come Intothis Chamber and attempt to deter us
from executing this act of emancipation, by cast-
ing undeserved repronches upon the free colored
population of the District? ‘Their condition this
day demonstrates the utter absurdity of the doe-
trines and propheciesso oracularly announced by
the Senator from Kentucky.

But the Senator from Kentucky, upon thig sim-
ple proposition to emancipaté in the national cap-
1tal three thousand bondmen, with compensation
to loyal masters, chooses to indulge in the vague
talk about **aggrossive and destructive schomes,”
¢ unconstitutional policy,’’ the * horrors of the
Trenelt Revolution,’” the ¢ heroic struggle of the
peasants of Lo Vendée,”” and the * deadly re-
sistance’’ which the ¢ whole white population of
the slaveholding States, men, women, and chil-
dren would make to unconstitutional encroach-
ments.”! Wh;,r, sir, does the Senator indulge in
such allusions? Elave not the American peoplo
the constitutional right to reliove themselves from
the guilt and shame of upholding slavery in their
national capital? Would not. the exercige of that
right be sanctioned by justice, humanity, and re-
ligion? Does the Senatorsuppose that we, the rep-
resentatives of American freemen, will cownrdFy
shrink from the performance of the duties of the
haur before these dogmatic avowals of what the
men and the women of the slaveholding States
willdo? Sir, I tell the Senator from Kentucky
that the day has passed by in the Scnate of the
United States for intimidation, threat, or menace,
from the champions of slavery.

1 would remind the Senator from Kentucky that
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the people, whose fepresentatives we are, now re-
nlize in the storms of battle that slavery is, and
nust ever be, the relentless and unappensable en-
emy of free institutions in America, of the unity
and perpetuity of the Republic. Slavery—pervert-
ing the renson, blinding the conscience, extin-
guishing the patriotism of vast masses of its sup-
porters, plunged thenation into the fire and blood
of rebellion, ~ The loyal people of Amevica have
seen hundreds of thousands of brave men aban-
don their peaceful avocations, leave their quict
homes and their loved ones, and follow the flag of
their country to the field, to do a soldier’s duties,
and fill, if need be, soldiers’ graves, in defense of
their periled country; they have seen them full
on fields of blaody strife beneath the folds of the
national flag; they have seen them suffering, tor-
tured by wounds or disease, in camps and hos-
gunls; they have seen them return home maimed

y shot or shell, or bowed with disease; they
have looked with sorrowful hearts upon their
passing cofiing, and gazed sadly upon theirgraves
ampng their kindred, or in theland of thestranger;
and they know-—yes, sir, they know—thatslavery
hus caused all this blood, disense, agony, and
death, Realizingallthis—ay, air, knowing allthis,
they are in no temper to fisten to the threats ov
menaces of apologists or defenders of the wicked
and guilty criminal that now stands with uplifted
hand to strile o death blow to the national life.
‘While the brave and loyal men of the Republic
are facing its shotsand shells on the bloody fields,
their representatives will hardly quail before the
frowng and menaces of its champions in these
Chumbers,

The Senator from Kentucky proposes by hig
amendment to remove from the Bistrict, from the
United States, the persons emancipated under the
provisions of this bill, He tells us that, * when-
everany power, constitutional orunconstitutionsl,
ngsnmes the responsibility of liberating slaves
where slaves are numerous, they establish, as in-
oxovably as fate, a conflict between the races that
will yesultin the cxile or extermination of the one
race or the other.” ¥ I'know it! > exclaims the
Senator! How does the Senator know it? In
what nge and in what country has the emancipa-
tion of one race resulted in the extermination of
the one race or the other? In what chapter of the
history of the world is such exterminating war-
fare recorded? Nearly a quarter of a century ago
LEngland struck the chaing from cight hundred
thousand of her West Indiabondmen. There hag
been no conflist there betweon the races, Other
Laropean nations have emaneipated their coloninl
bondmen, No warg of races have grawn out of
those dveds of emancipation. One sixth part of
the population of the District of Columbia are free
colored persona—cmancipated slaves or the chil-
dren of emancipated slaves, The existence of this
numerous class of ltberated slaves has not here
established, ¢ as inexorably as fate,’” a conflict
between the races. More than one sixth of the
population of Delawave are free colored persons—
emancipated slaves, or the descendants of eman-
cipated slavés, The existence in Delaware of this
large clags of emancipated slaves has not produced
o war of races. The people of Deleware have
neversoughtto hunt them like beasts and exterm-
inate them. Onpe eighth of the population of
Maryland are frec men of African descent. Na
exterminating warfure of races rages on the soil
of Maryland, o, sir; no! Emancipation does
not inevitably lead to an exterminafing war of
races, In our country, the enfranchisement of the
hondman has tended to elevate both races, and has
been productive of peace, order, and public secu-
rity. “The doctrines so confidently proclaimed by
the Senator from Kentucky have no basis whai-
cver to rest upon, either In reason or history,
The Senate, I am sure, will not close the chapters
of history which record the enfranchisement of
bondmen, nor will they ignore the results of their
own experience and observation, under the influ-
ence of the positive, impassioncd, and emphatic
assertions of the Senator from Kentucky.

This bill, Mr. President, for the release of per-
sons held to service or labor in the District of
Columbin, and the compensation of loyal masters
from the Treasury of the United States, was pre-
pared afier much reflection and some consultation
with others, The committees on the District of
Columbia in both Houses, to whom it wasg re-
ferred, hove agreed to it, with a fow amendments

_to pass from the Senate with o silent vote,

caleulated to carry out more complotely its ori-

inal purposes and provisions. I trustthat the
ﬁm, ag it now stands, afier the adoption of the
amendments proposed by the Senator from Maine
{Mr. Monriyi) will speedily pass, without any
matevial modifications. If it shall become thelaw
of the land, it will blot oul slavery forever from
the national capital, transform three thousand
personal chattels into freemen, obliterate oppres-
sive, odious, and hateful laws and ordinances,
which press with merciless forco upon ‘persons,
bond or free, of African descent, and relieve the
nation from the responsibilities now pressing
upon it. An act of beneficence like this will be
hailed and applauded by the nations, sanctified
by justice, humanily, and religion, by the ap-
proving voice of conscience, and by the blessing
of Him who bids ug ¢ break every yoke, undo
the heavy burden, and let the oppressed go free,

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I did /m/
design offering any remarks upon this bill ,/b{gmé
willing to trust to the greater cxperiengé of my
colleague to do justice to the cause of utpsw.le;
but I should not acquit myself of a high duty de-
volved upon me if I were to suffer this question
My
colleague, from his long experience, is more fully
competent to discuss the legal questions involved
in the bill before the Senaté, His indisposition,
however, renders it uncertain when he may be
able to take the floor; and in view of that consid-
cvation, I will proceed to submit a few views of
my own upon this question.

[ do not mean to detain the Senate in the vain at-
tempt to influence the conclusions to which I fear o
mgejority of thisbody have comeinfavorofthisbill,
nor to attempt an argument to show the existence
of the right of property in slaves. Nor, sir, shall
I attempt to make an argument to show the dan-
gerous consequences and unhappy results which
must flow from this and kindred measures now in
progress of adoption, These must be apparent to
every right-minded and candid man,whose judg-
ment is not warped by prejudice or influenced b
party considerations.” {shall content myself wit!
the simple purpose, in a Yery fow words, of en-
tering the mostsolemn protest, in the name of m
State, againstthe adoption of this measure whic
Ihave ever yet made as one of the representatives
of her sovereignty on this floor. The State of
Maryland is most deeply intorested in the result
of this unhappy and unnatural war, All of her
prosperity, present and to come; all of her his-
torical renown in the past, connected with her

-bloody struggles for this Union; all of her dignity

ag a State, is involved in the policy by which this
contest is to be conducted and finally settled.

In one point of view she is more deeply inter-
ested in a justseltlemént of lhe%eutissuesofthls
contest than any ofher'State, Her geographical
position and small white Yopu}ation preclude the
possibility of a successful maintenance of ot re-
gistanee for any policy of her own against the
unserupulous exercise of power by a majority of
northern States, which at any time mightbeused
to interfere with her local institutions or interests.
She has no reliance or hope except upon the full
enforcement of the pledged faith of the Constitu-
tion. The Constitution faithfully maintained is
all that Maryland demande. She asks fornothing
more than a just consideration of herrightsasan
equal in the Government,  Through her Senators
she has expressed llerupRrehension of the dangers
which must result ““ to the future general welfare
and domestic tranquillity *? of the country from the
adoption of any policy of a sectional character,
Through her Legislature she hag stated her posi-
tion to the General Government in deliberate res-
olutions, one of which reads thus:

¢4, Resolved, Thatthe Joyalty of the people of Maryland
to the General Governinent, established by the Constitutinn,
Is untouched by any shade of serviifty, and they mustever
regard with extreme jealousy all attempts, from what
quarter, to make the present war for the restoratlon of the
Unlon, the means of interfering with the domestie Institu-
tlons of the States; and they solemnly protest B{;alnsl an
schemes the object or tendency of which igto excite insur-
rection among the slaves, declarlog the smne lllegal, aud
caleustated, 1 put in practice, to produce results ton horrl-
ble to conicanglate.?”

Through her Union Governor, elected by thirty
thousand majority on the direct issue of Union
or disunion, the same sentiments have been ex-
pressed upon kindred measures bearing on the
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subject of emancipation. I will take the liberty
of rending to the Senate the views of our Gov-

ernor, who was clected as an unconditional sup-
porter of the Union, Upon the occasion of his
mauguration at the seat of government of Mary-
land, alluding to measures which had been intro-
duced soon after this Congress met, he used thig
language:

1t Is not so much the fear of any hssistanee that seces-
slon is likely to recelve from abroad, nor the ald and com-
fort which treason at homenay ennvey fo it, ag the possi.
bility of n treason far more potent for milschlefy and which,
If not suppressed, Is calculnted to infliet upon tie eauseof
the Union the severest blow it has yet encountered. Ire-
fer, of course, to that emancipation policy lately thrust so
une'ipcctcdly ‘on populnr attentlun,

“‘The ear)y assurance given to the country by the Presl-
dent In his Inrugural nddress that e hed ¢ no purposa di-
rectly or indirectly to interfere with the Instltutlon of siz-
vory in the States where It exIsted;? that ¢ Ite had nolawiul
right nor inclinatlon to do so,’ secured at once the confi-
dence of the peorle in the purity and patriotism of hisin-

ce 1o belleve that this confidence Is still
n¢haken, and that his whols subsequent course has justly
confirmed ug In the convictlon that he meand to conduct
thia war with the single purpose of proserving the untlon,
Congress, too, by the resolutlon which they adopted with
suclt singular unanimity at the late extra session, ndiled
Immenscly to the strgngth of 1he Unlon cause by thele un-
qualified assurance that the war shoujd be confined to the
tegitlmate purpuse of maintalning the supremacy of the
Constitution and preserving the Unfon.

¢ Ttwi be Imposstble to convlnce conservative men that
the proposed cinancipation of the slaves In the seceded
States, by force of the Federal arms,has any otheralin than
to make the sucecess of these arms subservient to the pur-
poses of abolltlon ; and so consldered—If suffered 10 con-
trol to any extent ‘the operatlons of the Anny—Iit will be
equally Impossible to nvoid jts Llighting effects upon the
hopeful prosp aty before us.

< The unanimity with whieh the northem people have
rallied around the Constitution, ready to sustain It by any
number of men and any nmount ofmoney, can no longer be
counted onxvhen they see that the cause to which these
efforts have been conscerated 1s to beperverted {o the pur.

ose of apolitleal faction; while, in the Soutli, on the other
Eund, we muat abandon at once the hope to which we
have hitherto confidently clung, of assl from thatln.
tent Unlon el , Which biedly thero exlsts, and is
only asvaitinga Federal power tosetit Tree. But thepower
that liberates it must be un unquestionable exerclse of con-
stitutional authiority s and the stightest manifestation of n
{mmosc tomake that authority tributary to the eause of abo-

ition would ineviiably unite that latent element at once
under the banner of secession,?

Mr. President, through these various channels
the State of Maryland has given full expression
of Ifer views upon this question of governmental
interference with glavery, while at the same time
she has expressed her devotion to the Union, and
her firm purpose to maittain, uphold, and dofond
the Constitution ad it was originally made and
guarantied to the States, Bat, sir, if thig bill
passes—of which I have now butlittle doubt—her
voice on this floor has commanded, 1fear, butlittle
respect, and her solemn protests but little consid-
eration. She is without the power to enforce ob-
ligntions to a compact to which she hasever been
willing to stand faithful. I earnestly hope I may
be mistaken in the purposes and power of the ma-
Jority to passthis measure; butif otherwise, then,
8ir, it no longer remnina to her, either by argu-
ment or protest, to ebtain her rights as a sover-
eign State, or just consideration for hev dignity
ov interests as aon equal in this Union under the
Constitution. To show that the faith of this Gov-
ernment has long been pledged to the States of
Maryland and Virginia not to interfere with sla-
very in this District, I will talce the llberLIv]' of pre-
senting to the Senate the views of an able com-
mittee of the Fouse of Representatives presented
in 1836, a committee composed of distinguished
genllemen from every section of the country, 1

esire to be allowed to read at some length from
this report, even at the expense of being consid-
ered tedious and somewhat prolix, for the reason
that I have seen nowhere an argument so conclu-
sive, 50 calm and well considered as thatto which
1 now refer, as well asof presenting the points of
this able report, made 5o long ago, to the view of
the people of Maryland. The committee was com-

osed of Mr. Pinckney of South Carolina, Mr.
amer of Oltio, Mr. Fierce of New Hampshire,
My, Hardin of Kentucky, Mr. Jarvis of Maine,
Mr. Owens of Georgia, Mr. Muhlenberg of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. Dromgoole of Virginin, and Mr,
urrill of New York. In their report they say:

Do the great natlonal objects which were Injenided to
be secured to the Fedaral Government by the cesslon of the
terrltory require such actlon on the part of Congress?”?

* * * x * * * * * *

¢ Can any reason whateyer be given for the abolltion of
slavery in 1his pantteular Distriet, shich doea not apply
with equal foree 19 every other slaveholdlng sectlon ol the
country? Can any cause be shown why the States of Ma-
ryland and Virginin woulldl linve abolished, ot wauld now
abollsh, slavery in this District, had It contlnucd to form

.



