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To the Senate of the United States:

I am returning herewith without my approval S. 684, an act “To
authorize an ongomg program of water resources research and for
other purposes.’

Title I would authorize appropriations tetalling $36 million an-
nually for the fiscal years 1985-1989 for a variety of water resources
research activities throughout the nation, including a new, separate
authorization of grants for the development of water technology,
which is not an appropriate Federal activity.

Title IT would convey desalting test facilities that are no longer in
Federal use to Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina, and Roswell, New
Mexico. The Administration has supported these conveyances. I would
be pleased to sign a bill that provides only for them.

For some twenty years, the Federal Government has provided “seed
money” for the type of water research that would be authorized by
Title I. This Federal support has produced a number of successful
State water research institutes. I believe that these State institutes are
now at a point where further Federal involvement in their research
activities is not necessary. They can stand and continue to succeed on
their ovwn.

Moreover, the water research that S. 684 would promote can be
characterized as mostly local or in some cases regional in nature. The
focus of such research will of course vary from State to State because
water problems and needs often differ by region. The States and pri-

vate industry should be fully responsible for financing research neces-
sary to deal with their own partlcular problems and needs.

If we are to truly succeed in reducing Federal spending we must
sort out those responsibilities which are appropriately Federal from
those which can be more effectively and fairly implemented at the
State and local level.

Accordingly, I feel constrained to disapprove S. 684.

Rovarp Reacan.

Tue Wurre Housk, February 21, 1984.
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